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     Conference 
Registration is Now Open! 

Register now for our 2021 North Ameri-
can Raspberry & Blackberry Conference! 
If you’ve never or rarely participated in 
a NARBA conference, here’s your oppor-
tunity, at low cost and maximum conve-
nience. If you usually come to NARBA’s 
conference, you’ll find the high quality 
presentations and information you are 
used to – plus more international content 
than usual and less need to choose among 
concurrent tracks. There will be more 
than 20 hours of sessions spread over 
three days, plus exhibitors, online net-
working, virtual socializing, and prizes. 

Some special benefits of a virtual 
conference: No hotel expenses, no travel 
expenses. You can participate on your 
desktop, laptop, tablet, or smart phone. 
You can lie on the couch with your cat 
on your stomach during the sessions. If 
you miss sessions during their scheduled 
time, you can watch recordings. 
Conference registration for members is 
only $50 – with $5 of that earmarked to 
go to our NABG Research Foundation to 
support research, and a special early-bird 
benefit (see above, to right). 

It’s Time to Renew Your 
Membership for 2021 
There are many ways to do this;
• Renew online with your conference

registration.
• Renew online at www.raspberry-

blackberry.com/2547-2/
• Call the NARBA office at 919-542-

4037 and renew by phone.
• Fill out/print a membership form

(most mailed newsletters have one
tucked inside) and send it back.

Note that one peculiarity of this year’s 
online conference registration system 
is that NARBA absorbs the 3-4% credit 
card fees for registration, but you pay 
these fees for membership dues, an 
add-on. You can save a few dollars by 
renewing beforehand. However, any 
choice is fine. Thank you for renewing!

Virtual Special Early-bird
Registration 
Benefit 
Register for the conference by January 25 
and receive a NARBA T-shirt! The shirts 
will feature the NARBA logo on the front 
of an all-cotton, light silver-grey shirt (the 
mock-up shown is just an approximation). 
You will be able to specify the size when 
you register and to order additional shirts 
($20 each).
This benefit is only available to members 
with up-to-date 2021 memberships (in-
cluding new members). You may renew in 
advance of your registration or when you 
register. 

Discussion Sessions and Forums 
The virtual format has lots of flexibil-
ity, and we can add multiple discussion 
sessions and informal meet-ups to the 
schedule. What would you like? Cold cli-
mate blackberry growers?... Young grow-
ers?... New growers?... Raspberry wine 
makers? ...Graduate students? ... Members 
in Michigan?  Whatever! Let’s take advan-
tage of this virtual format. 
We encourage YOU to propose a session. 
Just email info@raspberryblackberry.com 
or jillb.narba@gmail.com.  

Conference Community
Each registrant will have an online profile 
in the conference app. You will be able to 
upload a picture, share information about 
yourself, create your own personalized 
agenda, and get reminders when ses-
sions are about to start. You’ll be able to 
chat directly with any other registrant or 
exhibitor, exchange contact information, 
and create discussion topics and virtual 
meet ups “on the fly” during the confer-
ence – and participate in those others 
have set up. We will be sharing lots of 
information on how best to be virtual and 
how to navigate our conference platform. 
See you there...virtually!.

Posters/Poster Competition
Posters will be part of our virtual con-
ference as they are in our face-to-face 
meetings. All conference participants 
will be able to view posters, hear short 
presentations from the authors, and ask 
questions. Students, researchers, exten-
sion educators, and growers are invited 
to submit posters. Poster competition: 
“Outstanding Poster” awards of $150,plus 
free registration to our 2022 conference, 
will be awarded to three or more posters 
submitted by students or extension edu-
cators. For details and to submit a poster, 
visit www.raspberryblackberry.com/
posters-for-2021-conference/

Technical Support Needed
NARBA seeks several people to assist with 
the technical aspects of taking its confer-
ence virtual, both in preparation and dur-
ing the conference. If you are proficient 
with tasks such as setting up and manag-
ing Zoom sessions/webinars (with both 
live and pre-recorded segments) and edit-
ing and splicing video, please consider ap-
plying. Compensation will be on an hourly 
basis. Contact the NARBA office asap at 
info@raspberryblackberry.com for more 
information. 

See the full program on pages 7 & 9 
of this newsletter.

Pre-Conference Short Course 
Often we offer a half-day workshop be-
fore the conference – this year’s “Getting 
Started in Raspberries and Blackberries” 
is a course of seven sessions over the 
month of February, and oriented towards 
beginning growers, potential growers, or 
anyone who needs a short refresher on 
the basics of raspberry and blackberry 
production. Each class will be a combi-
nation of a presentation by a research/
extension expert, a grower perspective, 
and live Q and A. Regional breakouts may 
be included in some sessions. Participants 
will receive additional resources and all 
sessions will be recorded for later view-
ing. This is a very substantial course and 
a great value. Fee $95 for members and 
$125 for non-members. 

Visit www.raspberryblackberry.com/2021-
conference to register and for more 

information.
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Briefly Speaking
As NARBA’s Conference Program Coordinator, I am working with Debby Wechsler and 
a dedicated group of folks to develop the 2021 virtual NARBA Annual Conference. I’ve 
been involved with the small fruit community since 2005, and also served as program 
coordinator for last year’s conference in St. Louis. I’m based in Corvallis, OR and work 
for the USDA at the National Clonal Germplasm Repository taking care of the caneberry 
collection. 
For this year’s conference, we are excited to be delving into the possibilities and intri-
cacies of a virtual conference. The conference planning committee has been working 
hard to come up with a program that will be educational, interactive, and fun. We’re 
taking advantage of the virtual platform to have participants from around the world, 
such as breeders from the U.K. and Poland, a researcher from New Zealand, and grow-
ers from Mexico. Much of the material will be translated to Spanish after the confer-
ence to reach a wider audience. 
Topics include what is happening with cultivar development and releases in the U.S., 
Canada, and Europe, pest and disease research and practical control, caneberry man-
agement under various production systems, marketing trends, fruit disorders, and 
pollinator health. We will have a “tour” of production in Mexico, a spotlight on a grower 
from Missouri, a panel of growers from across the U.S. discussing their farms, a panel 
reflecting on the changes growers implemented in response to COVID that they plan to 
maintain, and a panel on sustainable packaging. Speakers are “coming” from New Zea-
land, Poland, Scotland, England, Mexico, and Canada, and from the Northeast, South-
east, Midwest, and West in the U.S. 
Along with the Annual Conference itself, our team of experts is putting together a 
great introduction to raspberry and blackberry growing that will be held prior to the 
conference over the month of February as a seven-session short course. Topics include 
caneberry basics with variety recommendations per region, pre-plant and soil manage-
ment, mulching and pruning, water management, integrated pest management, new 
technologies, and marketing. During the conference we will also be airing a webinar on 
sustainable SWD management featuring leading researchers from multiple institutions 
across the U.S.
Our keynote speakers will be David Magana from Rabobank with an update on global 
fruit market trends with a focus on caneberries, and Craig Regelbrugge of American-
Hort discussing ag labor policies. 
We’re very excited to have the opportunity to reach so many people. The small fruits 
and specialty crops folks are the most fun and so adaptable. When life throws hurdles 
in our way, we make raspberry lemonade!

By Jill Bushakra, NARBA Conference Program Coordinator

E V E N T S

The BRAMBLE is a quarterly publica-
tion of the North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Association (NARBA), and 
is a benefit of membership in the as-
sociation. For membership information, 
a sample copy, reprint permision, and 
advertising rates, contact 

NARBA
197 Spring Creek Road
Pittsboro, NC 27312 USA
Phone: 919-542-4037
Fax: 866-511-6660 (toll-free)
info@raspberryblackberry.com
www.raspberryblackberry.com

The Bramble © NARBA 2020

Dec 14-16, 2020: Northwest Small 
Fruits Research Virtual Conference. 
Hosted by the Northwest Center for Small 
Fruits Research. Features small fruit re-
search presentations, virtual poster ses-
sions, breakout sessions for networking/
updating research priorities, and raffle 
prizes. For registration and agenda visit 
https://nwsmallfruits.org/
January 5-7, 2021: Southeast Regional 
Fruit & Vegetable Conference, now 
virtual, The Caneberry track of sessions is 
coordinated by NARBA. See https://sere-
gionalconference.org/ and page 5 of this 
newsletter for more information.
February 1-22, 2021: Short Course on 
Getting Started in Raspberries and 
Blackberries. Pre-conference course for 
NARBA’s conference See page 9 for more 
information.
February 22-25, 2021: NARBA’s Annual 
Conference (virtual). Early-bird registra-
tion ends January 25. Register now!

Notice: 2021 NARBA Annual Meeting
The NARBA Annual Meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 26 at 
6:30 pm Eastern Time by Zoom as part of our annual conference The 
Zoom link will also be provided to members not participating in the con-
ference. The Annual Meeting will include reports on NARBA activities and 
finances, a report from the Research Foundation, election of Executive 
Council members (our board members; see call for nominations, page 3), 
discussion of activities and priorities going forward, a sneak preview of 
next year’s conference, and the presentation of NARBA’s Annual Distin-
guished Service Award. 

https://sere-gionalconference.org/
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Seeking Executive Council 
Nominations
Elections for three seats in NARBA’s Ex-
ecutive Council (its Board of Directors) 
will be held at our annual meeting on 
February 24 during our virtual confer-
ence. Members not participating in the 
conference will also be able to log-in to 
the meeting; voting will be conducted vir-
tually. The seats open for nominations are:

Region 2 (New England and NY)
Region 6 (Midwest, west)
At-Large (one of two)

The list of current EC members on the 
back page of this newsletter shows the 
states/area each region includes. Our 
representative for Region 8 (Mexico and 
Central/South America), Rigoberto Guer-
rero, has recently resigned. The Execu-
tive Council will be filling the final year of 
his term by appointment and has invited 
Aneberries, the organization of berry 
exporters n Mexico to put forward a can-
didate.

The EC sets policies and directions for 
NARBA and provides oversight to its activ-
ities and finances. EC members have 4-5 
meetings by phone and one face-to-face 
meeting at the conference each year. If you 
are interested in nominating someone to 
any of these seats – including volunteer-
ing yourself – please contact any current 
member of the EC or the NARBA office. 

Request for Proposals 
The North American Bramble Growers 
Research Foundation, Inc. (NABGRF). is 
now seeking proposals for caneberry re-
search for the year 2021. 
New change this year: Proposals from 
NARBA member farms and businesses in 
the U.S., Canada, and Mexico will also be 
accepted, not only those from universities 
and institutions. 

Special consideration will be given to 
proposals related to the specific priori-
ties established for this round of funding, 
which can be found at www.raspberry-
blackberry.com/research-foundation/
request-for-proposals/ 

However, all caneberry proposals will 
be considered, including topics not on 
this list. The deadline for proposals for 
2021 grants is January 15, 2021.

Did the Autumn Issue of this 
Newsletter NOT Get to You?
At least five newsletters came back –over 
several months – with no address stickers 
on them. We have no way of knowing who 
they were sent to (or even if they were 
originally sent out with no sticker at all). 
If you did not get the newsletter, contact 
the NARBA office and we will mail you 
another copy.

?

?

Support Research with 
Your Foundation Donation
The most important source of funds for 
NARBA’s Research Foundation is dona-
tions from nurseries, industry, and indi-
viduals. Please consider making a dona-
tion. You may also choose to give a gift in 
someone’s honor or memory.  Your end-
of-year donation will support next year’s 
research. Visit www.raspberryblackberry.
com/research-foundation/ or contact the 
NARBA office for more information, or 
simply send your check to NABGRF, 197 
Spring Creek Rd, Pittsboro, NC 27312. 
And it’s easy to make a donation when 
you renew your membership! 

Each year, NARBA transfers 25% of 
member dues to the Foundation. For our 
upcoming virtual conference $5.00 of 
every conference registration will also 
go to the Foundation.

Distinguished Service 
Award Nominations are 
Open
Each year NARBA gives this award to rec-
ognize outstanding service to the cane-
berry industry. Recipients can be grow-
ers, research and extension, companies, 
or others who have made a difference. We 
often try to give the award to someone in 
the general region where the conference 
is being held, with a virtual conference, 
the field is wide open. You can find the list 
of past award recipients at www.raspber-
ryblackberry.com/about-narba. If you 
would like to nominate a deserving indi-
vidual or company for this award, please 
contact an Executive Council member or 
the NARBA office. 

Give a Gift of Information 
and Connection!
Give a NARBA membership! Give up-to-
date information and news. Give connec-
tion to others in the raspberry/black-
berry world. Give a Gift Membership to a 
grower you know, to extension agents or 
researchers you work with, or to thank 
your customers for their business over 
the year. Your recipients will receive the 
newsletters for a year and also be able 
to take advantage of the low conference 
registration fees for members. A gift 
membership (first year) is only $35, while 
an introductory membership is normally 
$50. 

Visit www.raspberryblackberry.com/
giftmemb/ or mail/call NARBA with 
your recipient information and payment. 
NARBA will send recipients a “Welcome 
to NARBA” card acknowledging your gift 
or provide you with cards you can distrib-
ute yourself.

If you act soon, we promise to get the 
acknowledgement out before Christmas!
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FOR DECADES
The headline says it all. With a long legacy of reliable & 
consistent performance, we are confi dent that Rozol will 
be YOUR rodent brand.

New to Rozol? Start a legacy of your own and visit our 
website or contact a sales rep today.

SOLVING 
YOUR RODENT 
PROBLEMS

liphatech.com • 888-331-7900
P R O T E C T I N G
YO U R  O R C H A R D

MANUFACTURED IN USA
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Winter 
Caneberry Chores

This list was developed by Dr. Gina Fernan-
dez, Small Fruit Specialist at NC State Uni-
versity and is also reviewed by Dr. Marvin 
Pritts at Cornell. Chores and timing may 
be somewhat different in your area or for 
your cropping system. For recommenda-
tions for the Pacific Northwest, we encour-
age you to subscribe to the email “Small 
Fruit Update” www.nwberryfoundation.
org/SFUsignup.html 
Plant growth and development

 � Plant is “dormant” and accumulating 
chilling hours.

 � Some differentiation may be occurring 
in the flower buds.

 � Monitor chilling accumulation in your 
area, fall and winter accumulation of 
chilling can result in budbreak of low 
chilling cultivars during “January” 
thaws.

Pruning and trellising
 � Pruning should occur in late winter or 
early spring. Ice storms can do tre-
mendous damage to plants and trellis 
systems. If you produce blackberries in 
areas where ice storms are common, 
pruning can take place early winter to 
help avoid severe damage. Wait until 
early spring to prune floricane rasp-
berries so winter injured wood can be 
removed.

 � Make trellis repairs after plants have 
defoliated but before pruning and 
training.

Primocane fruiting raspberries
� Prune (mow) primocane fruiting types 
to the ground 
Floricane-fruiting raspberries

 � Prune out the spent floricanes. 
 � Tie canes to wires so they are spread 
out.

 � Cut any lateral branches back to 6".
 � Thin canes to 6–8  per hill (3’ spacing) 
or 3-4 canes per linear ft. of row.

Erect blackberry types
 � Prune out the spent floricanes. 
 � Tie canes to wires in a fan shape.
 � Cut lateral branches back to 8-12‟.
 � Thin canes to 6-8 canes/hill (4’ spacing).

Trailing blackberry types
 � Prune out spent floricanes.
 � Tie or weave canes to wire so that they  
 do not overlap.

 � Prune side laterals to 12-18".
 � Thin canes to 6-8/ hill (6-8' spacing).

Weed control 
 � Many summer weed problems can best 
be managed in the fall and winter using 
preemergent herbicides. Determine 
what weeds have been or could be a 
problem in your area. Check with local 
extension agent for cultural or chemi-
cal means to control these weeds. 

 � Establishing new blackberry or black 
raspberry plants into rows of black 
plastic or landscape cloth can reduce 
weed problems significantly. For red 
raspberries, straw mulch works best 
since new canes will emerge within the 
row, and must be able to push through 
the mulch. Some growers are having 
success with biodegradable mulch to 
suppress weeds the year of planting.

Insect and disease scouting
 � Scout fields for insect and disease dam-
age and remove those canes. 

 � If possible, remove by the roots any 
wild brambles that are within 600 ft. 
of your planting during the winter, or 
treat them with glyphosphate in au-
tumn.

 � Apply liquid lime sulfur to dormant 
canes just prior to bud break for dis-
ease control.

Planting
 � Growers in warmer areas can plant 
in December. In northern areas, set 
dormant plants in spring when the soil 
thaws.

 � Take soil tests to determine fertility 
needs one year before planting. Amend 
the soil in the fall prior to spring planting. 

 � Place your order for plants for for next 
year’s new plantings. New and popular 
varieties may sell out quickly. NARBA’s 
nursery list is in the Autumn newslet-
ter and at www.raspberryblackberry.
com/for-growers/ . A comprehensive 
small fruit nursery list, can be found at 
https://blogs.cornell.edu/berrynurser-
ies/

Water management
 � Make repairs to irrigation system 
(check pumps, lines, etc).

 � Plants generally do not need supple-
mental water in winter unless they are 
being grown in a tunnel.

High tunnel management
 � Make sure tunnels are ventilated to en-
sure that temperatures do not get too 

high on sunny days.
 � For three-season tunnels, remove 
tunnel plastic to allow winter rains to 
flush nutrients that may have accumu-
lated and to add moisture.

Marketing and miscellaneous
 � Order containers for next season.
 � Make contacts for selling fruit next 
season.

 � Plan on participating in state/regional 
(virtual) grower meetings this win-
ter – and register now for the NARBA 
conference! 

SE Caneberry Program – 
without Savannah 
Each year, NARBA coordinates the cane-
berry track at this large regional confer-
ence, which also includes a large trade 
show and many other educational tracks 
including blueberries, vegetables, direct 
market, and organic production. 

In 2021, the conference will be vir-
tual. Caneberry sessions are now sched-
uled for 9:00-11:30 am each day January 
5-7. Sessions include

Tuesday, January 5 
Fertilization Research & Recommendations  
Blackberry pruning & training strategies 
Comparing RCA & Conventional Trellis 
Systems 
Perspectives on Red Drupelet Reversion 

Wednesday, January 6 
Blackberry Varieties: Observations on 
their performance 
Grower Spotlight: J. Calvert Farms 
What We’ve Learned from COVID-19 that 
We’ll Keep Doing

Thursday, January 7 
Blackberry Disease Management Update 
Building a sustainable fungicide program 
for blackberries 
Virus identification and “management” in 
caneberries
Birds, Deer, and More: Considerations for 
nuisance wildlife management   
Strategies to Manage Spotted Wing Dro-
sophila in Organic Production Systems 
For more information and registration, 
visit https://seregionalconference.org. t

https://blogs.cornell.edu/berrynurseries/
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  * Railroad rail strength
  * Holes to aid training
  * Fast, easier installation
  * Re-usable, lasts for years!
  * Competitive pricing

100 stake minimum order

BEST ANGLE, INC.
205 Lycoming Mall Road 570-546-5571 or 570-279-0938 c    
Pennsdale, PA 17756 sales@bestangletreestakes.com    

Made in USA by Jersey Shore Steel Company from recycled railroad rail

BEST ANGLE STAKES
Strong Rail Steel Stakes

Provide the strongest SUPPORT for  your brambles

www.bestangletreestakes.com

Best seller 8 ft  (1 1/2")  
currently $5.46
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MoNDAy, FEBRuARy 22
4:00 pm Short Course Final Session – The “Getting Started with Rasp-
berries & Blackberries” short course starts on February 1.
7:00 pm Virtual Opening Reception – Get comfortable, BYOB, and 
prepare to meet and greet!

TuEsDAy, FEB. 23 – 2:00-5:30 PM
Introduction and Welcomes    
KEYNOTE: An Update on Global Fruit Market Trends with a Focus 
on Caneberries – David Magana, Rabobank Research 
Focus on Caneberry Breeding 
•  Update on Raspberry Breeding in Nova Scotia – Beatrice Amyotte, 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada  
•  Update on Raspberry Breeding in British Columbia – Michael Dos-

sett, BC Blueberry Cultivar Development  
•  Breeding Red Raspberry Cultivars for Processed and Fresh Use 

in Washington – Wendy Hoashi-Erhardt, Washington State Univer-
sity  

•  Status of the Caneberry Breeding Program at the USDA-ARS in 
Corvallis – Carolyn Scagel, USDA-ARS Corvallis, OR

•  Update on Breeding Raspberries and Blackberries for Cool Cli-
mate Regions – Courtney Weber, Cornell University

•  Prime-Ark® Horizon and Other New Variety News – John Clark, 
University of Arkansas 

*Poster presentations, discussion groups, exhibitor demos & more 

TuEsDAy, FEB. 23 – 6:30-9:30 PM  
Production
•  New Approaches for Raspberry Season Extension: Utah Re-

search Results – Brent Black, Utah State University  
•  How Different High Tunnel Plastic Coverings Affect Bramble 

Pests and Yield – Kathy Demchak, Penn State University
•  Is Containerized and Substrate-Grown Blackberry Production 

Ready for Prime Time? – Ryan Dickson, University of Arkansas
•  Alternative Primocane Management for Growing Primocane-fruit-

ing Blackberries – Fumi Takeda, USDA-ARS, Kearneysville, WV 
•  Growing Soilless Raspberry Under High Tunnels in Canada –  

André Gosselin, Les Fraises de l’ile d’Orleans, Quebec
•  Plastic Mulches in Raspberry: Is It Worth It? – Lisa DeVetter, Wash-

ington State University 
*Poster presentations, discussion groups, exhibitor demos & more 

WEDNEsDAy, FEB. 24 – 2:00-5:30 PM 
Caneberry Breeding in Europe
•  Progress in Polish Raspberry and Blackberry Breeding and Cur-

rent Fruit Production Trends – Agnieszka Orzel, Niwa Breeding  
•  Update on Rubus Breeding at East Malling, UK – Felicidad Fernán-

dez-Fernández, NIAB EMR (formerly, East Malling Research) 
•  New Developments in Raspberry and Blackberry Breeding in 

Scotland – Nikki Jennings, The James Hutton Institute 
KEYNOTE: A Thorny Issue…Where Is Ag Labor Policy Headed? – 
Craig Regelbrugge, AmericanHort 
Grower Spotlight: Gardener’s Orchard – Andrei & Val Gradinariu, 
Gardener’s Orchard, Brighton, MO 
Closing the Loop: Steps to a Sustainable Clamshell – Chris Chris-
tian, California Strawberry Commission; Janis McIntosh, Naturipe 
Farms; Timothy Bohlke, Avery Dennison 
* Webinar: A Decade of SWD: Lessons for Management – Hannah 
Burrack, NC State University, and others 
*Poster presentations, discussion groups, exhibitor demos & more

WEDNEsDAy, FEB. 24 – 6:30-9:30 PM  
NARBA Annual Meeting, Award Presentation, and Sneak Preview of 
the 2022 Conference    
Blackberry Consumer Market Research: Attitudes and Opinions 
on Fresh and Frozen Blackberries – Darcy Kochis and Julie Rentsch, 
Food First Marketing  
Recent Consumer Behavior Changes Due to COVID-19 – CarrieAnn 
Arias, Naturipe Farms
Coast-to-Coast Caneberry Farm Tour – Grower panel 
*Poster presentations, discussion groups, exhibitor demos & more 

ThuRsDAy, FEB. 25 – 2:00-5:30 PM  
Pest & Disease Control
•  Biorational Fungicides for Berry Crops: How Effective Are They? 

– Kerik Cox, Cornell University  
• Investigating Causes of Blackberry Dieback: Beyond the Usual 

Suspects – Jonathan Oliver, University of Georgia  
•  What Is the Future of Nematode Management in Caneberries? – 

Inga Zasada, USDA-ARS, Corvallis, OR  
•  Managing Diseases and Pests with UV-C Light – Fumi Takeda, 

USDA-ARS, Kearneysville, WV
A Tour of Mexican Production – Interviews with Mexican Growers  
* Genetics & Breeding 
• Side-by-side Comparisons of Recent Blackberry and Raspberry 

Varieties – Michael Dossett, BC Blueberry Cultivar Development 
•  Driving Advancements in Berry Cultivar Development with a 

Large Collaborative Study of Wild Rubus – Cherie Ochsenfeld, 
Pairwise Plants 

•  Genetic Control of Annual Fruiting in Rubus – Toshi Foster, Plant 
and Food Research 

 PRogRAM ovERviEW
NoRTh AMERicAN RAsPBERRy & BlAckBERRy coNFERENcE 2021Virtual

Times shown are Eastern Time. In the schedule on the conference app, 
registrants will be able to see their local times for all sessions, learn 
about the presenters, and set their own personal agendas and remind-
ers. All sessions will be recorded, so if you miss them at the schduled 
time, you can watch the recordings later. Most sessions shown below 
are sequential and in “Virtual Room One”. Many are grouped in topic 
areas (green headings and bullets). “Virtual Room Two” will run concur-
rently and include the sessions with asterisks, poster presentations, 
discussion groups and forums, exhibitor demos, and more. We’re still 
adding sessions, and will be posting updated info at the website.  

Visit www.raspberryblackberry.com/2021-conference 
to register and for more information.
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VENTURI AIR 
SPRAYERS

 T  P  C  F  B , 
O  F ,  H  H OR

These sprayers were designed with unique distribution heads for ber-
ries. The narrow width allows for operating in the tight row spacings. The 
hoop house model has a cannon which sprays the "pole row". Both dis-
tribution heads have 6 double nozzles for spraying two half rows. Distri-
bution heads produce fog sized droplets that achieve total plant coverage.

FEATURES:
●  Cat. 1, 3-pt. hitch, PTO 540 R.P.M.
● High performance, precision balanced all steel centrifugal fan
● Special molded polyethylene fan housing 
● Translucent heavy walled polyethylene tank with lid, sump 
 and strainer basket
● Built-in overrunning clutch to protect the tractor and sprayer drive train
● Compact, rounded tank design permits traveling through vegetation 
 without damaging it
● Simple, ef cient "Dial-A-Rate", 15 position metering disc
● Agitation by liquid sparging tube & air from fan
● Low pressure spraying system - 15 to 40 PSI spraying pressure means 
 less maintenance for pumps and nozzles
● Capable of  application rates of  20 too 200 gallons per acre, depending 
 on row width
● Reachable controls from tractor seat, allows operator to switch liquid 
 from off  to right, left, or both sides spraying
● Built-in 6 gallon fresh water safety tank 
● Broad range of  Venturi distribution heads that produce 50 micron 
 droplets and are specially designed to match a variety of  foliage pro les

HOOP HOUSE

OPEN FIELD

Model No: Gallons Volume of Air Width H.P. Req'd Weight
P42N1-300-G 75 Gallons 2350 38" 18 H.P. 400#
P45N1-300-G 75 Gallons 3180 38" 32 H.P. 410#
Also can be used on 100 gallon sprayers

SPECIFICATIONS (Sprayer Only):

DISTRIBUTION HEADS:
Open Field Berries - Order 12 nozzle distribution head no. T6M2D..
Hoop House Berries - Order 12 nozzle distribution head no. T.6M+1C, 
which includes upper cannon assembly, shutter valve extension and 
12 nozzle plugs.

13477 Benson Ave.  Chino, CA 91710 
Ph:  909/548-4848  Fax:  909/548-4747

www.gearmore.com  sales@gearmore.com
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by growers, for growers
Born of the berry growing industry over 25 years ago, 
Haygrove now supply growing systems to the best growers 
of over 30 crops in more than 50 countries around the world.

As commercial growers ourselves, we understand the 
complex challenges presented by climate, geography, crop 
sensitivities, labor resourcing, market demands and the 
ongoing development of technology that will reshape our 
industry.

Why choose a Haygrove Pioneer tunnel?
Haygrove Pioneer tunnels are suited to the field scale 
production of crops such as strawberries, raspberries, 
blackberries, blueberries and more. Haygrove Pioneer 
tunnels have a large air volume to help create a balanced 
climate for optimal growing conditions. Increasing the air 
volume helps to stabilize the internal environment of the 
tunnel and reduces humidity, giving the potential for higher 
yields and consistently better-quality fruit throughout the 
season.

www.haygrove.com

Inc Ad 2.indd   1 30/11/2020   15:22:51

* Developments in the Caneberry Industry in Morocco – Ahlam Ha-
mim, Regional Center of Agricultural Research of Tangier 
* Poster presentations, discussion groups, exhibitor demos & more

ThuRsDAy, FEB. 25 – 6:30-9:30 PM  
Fruit Quality
•  Exploring Fruit Reversion in Blackberry – Mark Bolda, University of 

California Cooperative Extension 
•  White Drupelet Disorder: Knowns and More Unknowns – Eric 

Stafne, Mississippi State University
Pest & Disease
•  An Updated Primer on SWD Management in Caneberry – Mark 

Bolda, University of California Cooperative Extension 
•  Competing with Wild Boys: Sterile SWD Males – Jana Lee, USDA-

ARS, Corvallis, OR  
•  Development of New Tools for Sustainable Management of Spot-

ted Wing Drosophila – Vaughn Walton, Oregon State University
Pollination
•  Going Hard on Pests and Soft on Pollinators – Andony Melatho-

poulos, Oregon State University
•  Hive Quality: Why It Matters and What To Do About It – Andony 

Melathopoulos, Oregon State University   
* COVID Adaptations: What We Will Continue To Do After the Pan-
demic – Grower Panel; Connie Fisk, Produce Safety Task Force   
Poster Competition Awards, Closing Remarks

shoRT couRsE: gETTiNg sTARTED iN 
RAsPBERRiEs & BlAckBERRiEs
Sessions are 7:00-9:00 ET Monday and Wednesday starting Feb-
ruary 1. The last session, on February 22, is earlier in the day, at 
4:00-6:00 (so it won’t overlap the conference opening reception). 
Each session will also include a grower perspective. Some, but not 
all, presenters are shown below. Course fee is $95/NARBA members, 
$125 non-members.
Feb. 1: Overview of Caneberry Production and Variety Recom-
mendations by Region – Laura McDermott, Cornell
Feb. 3: Pre-plant, Soil Management and Fertility, Weed Control – 
Marvin Pritts, Cornell and Lisa DeVetter, Washington State University 
Feb. 8: Mulching, Pruning and Trellising – Marvin Pritts, Cornell 
and Lisa DeVetter, Washington State University 
Feb. 10: Irrigation and water management – Amanda McWhirt, 
University of Arkansas
Feb. 15: Integrated Pest Management (Weed, Disease and Insect 
Management) – Aaron Cato, University of Arkansas, Laura McDer-
mott, Cornell
Feb. 17: New technologies – tunnels, substrate production, and 
more – Kathy Demchak, Penn State University and Amanda Mc-
Whirt, University of Arkansas
Feb. 22: Marketing, budgeting, and food safety – Patrick Byers, 
University of Missouri

Visit www.raspberryblackberry.com/2021-conference for conference registration and more conference information.
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 DuraLine Monofil 
Trellising Just Got Easier 
DuraLine Monofil is a support line for berries, vines and flowering plants. 
Made from the high quality, UV protected polyamides to deliver decades of  
maintenance free performance.  

2.0mm 440 lb. break strength  3,700 ft spool  /  9 lbs.  

2.5mm 580 lb. break strength  7,000 ft spool / 24 lbs.  

3.0mm 760 lb. break strength   4,700 ft spool / 24 lbs. 

4.0mm 1,250 lb. break strength 2,700 ft spool / 24 lbs. 

 
Call or Email to Order Today!  

877-625-6100 ● info@agliner.com  
agliner.com  

• Affordable 

• Lightweight 

• Easy to install 

• Lightning proof 

• Will not lose tension  

• Resistant to farm chemicals  

• Will not transfer heat or cold to plants 
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2020 Caneberry Pricing & Marketing 
Survey Report Updated
Late last spring, NARBA conducted its biennial survey of grow-
ers’ caneberry prices, adding questions about responses to Cov-
id-19. Reports were published in the June issue of The Bramble, 
shared with members and all survey participants, and posted in 
the Members Only section of our website. 

We then kept the survey open throughout the rest of the 
harvest season to collect additional responses, closing it down 
in early November. There were an additional 29 usable respons-
es; about a 25% increase from the total number of responses 
analyzed the first time. The new responses included 16 black-
berry-only growers, 4 raspberry-only growers, and 9 growers 
who grow both raspberries and blackberries. They were fairly 
well spread out among the regions. The Mid-Atlantic region had 
the greatest number of additional respondents. Ag economist 
Daniel Tregeagle at NC State University, who analyzed the data, 
says the biggest changes were that average prices increased 
slightly, and more experienced raspberry producers responded.

The new responses have been added to the Table of Indi-
vidual Responses, and some additional grower comments have 
been added to the report. Our favorite new comment: “Best year 
we have ever had for U-pick sales.”

You can find the updated report in the Members Only sec-
tion of www.raspberryblackberry.com. Check it out!

The Best Berry Plants Since 1932

•   Excellent  Customer  Ser�ice
•   Wide  Variet�  Selection 
•   Technical  Suppor�
•   Complete Lab Facilit� for 
     Tissue Cult�re & Vir�s Indexing

41 River Road   South Deerfield  MA  01373   
 413.665.2658

noursefarms.com         info@noursefarms.com

St�awber�� 
Brambles

Asparag�s 
Blueber��  
Cur�ant

Gooseber��
Elderber�� 
Rhubarb

The  Leading  
Small  Fruit  Nursery  Today!

New Blossom Weevil Found
By Carolyn Teasdale, Industry Specialist, Berries, BC Ministry of 
Agriculture
A new blossom weevil, Anthonomus rubi, has recently been 
found in wild and low-spray raspberry, blackberry and straw-
berry fields in the Fraser Valley of British Columbia and along 
the border with the U.S. It’s likely that it is in Washington fields 
too, so we wanted to make sure that it’s on growers’ radar for 
monitoring next year. It may have been impacting yields in some 
fields. Here is what we know about it:
• The adult weevils are very small, about 3mm (1/8 inch) long. 

They lay their eggs in the flower buds at the pre-bloom stage. 
The damaged flower buds don’t develop. Larvae and pupae 
develop in the buds and adult weevils emerge from damaged 
buds. There is only one generation per year.

• This weevil has been found mainly in wild and unmanaged/
low-spray raspberries, blackberries, and strawberries. It is not 
present in blueberries.

• Parasitic wasps have also been found associated with this pest 
in the Fraser Valley, indicating that this pest may have been 
here for some time.

• Pre-bloom sprays are likely the best way to control this pest, 
SWD sprays will also help keep populations low in commercial 
fields.

Contact AgriServiceBC@gov.bc.ca if you have seen it in your fields 
or if you have any questions.  

Blossom weevil and bossom weevil damage. Photos by E. Gerbrandt.
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New ‘Prime-Ark® Horizon’ 
Primocane-Fruiting  
Blackberry
By John R. Clark, University of Arkansas
A new blackberry has been released by 
the University of Arkansas System Divi-
sion of Agriculture, Prime-Ark® Horizon. 
This is the sixth public primocane-fruiting 
variety from the UA breeding program. 

Key items to note about Prime-Ark® 
Horizon:
• Primocane fruiting, thorny
• A complement to Prime-Ark® 45 for 

commercial production
• High floricane crop potential
• Primocane berries are large, with larger 

fruit size potential than other primo-
cane-fruiting varieties in summer heat 
and potential primocane crop extension 
beyond the Prime-Ark® 45 season

• Berries are very firm in storage, and 
otherwise comparable to Prime-Ark® 
45 in postharvest potential

• Soluble solids averaging 10% and ti-
tratable acidity 0.92%, providing good 
sugar/acid balance

The majority of the testing of Prime-
Ark® Horizon was done at the location of 
its development, the UA Fruit Research 
Station, Clarksville, AR, with data and 
observations collected from plants over 
more than eight years. The cross for 
Prime-Ark® Horizon was made in 2008, 
and it was selected in 2010.  Additional 
data and observations were collected 
by Josh Beam at a Dole Berry test site 
near Lincolnton, NC (six years), Ellen 
Thompson with Pacific Berry Breeding, 
LLC in Watsonville, CA (multiple years), 
and Karen Blaedow, NC State University 
Mountain Horticultural Crops Research 
and Extension Center in Mills River, NC 
(two years). I greatly appreciate the test-
ing results attained by these colleagues. I 
have included comments from their find-
ings in the following discussion.
Ripening: Floricane first harvest is a few 
days later than Prime-Ark® 45 and near 
that of Ouachita (June 12). Floricane har-
vest period averaged 40 days. Primocane 
first harvest date averaged August 4, just 
before Prime-Ark® 45. Primocane fruiting 
can potentially extend until mid-October, 
providing a fruiting period of over 60 
days.

In North Carolina, Josh often found 
floricane harvest date to be similar to that 

observed in Arkansas. Primocane har-
vests began a little earlier than Arkansas, 
ranging from mid to late July. He har-
vested primocane fruit to late September 
or mid-October depending on the year.  
Karen’s first harvest for primocane fruit 
was August 6 in 2019. 
Berry:  Prime-Ark® Horizon’s berry 
weight averaged 7.8 g overall for flori-
canes. Berries were often up to 10 g for 
floricanes. The primocane berries aver-
aged 7.3 g. The floricane and primocane 
average weights are much closer than 
other primocane-fruiting varieties, sug-
gesting more berry weight stability in 
summer heat during primocane flowering 
and fruiting.  

Josh found floricane berries to range 
from 9 to 11 g, and Karen’s planting 
averaged over 13 g in 2019. Josh found 
primocane berries to be 11-15 g, equal-
ly as large as floricane berries. This is 
unusual as primocane berry weight in 
southern locations is typically associated 
with smaller berries due to the impact of 
heat on fruit set and development. Ellen’s 
California planting had about 8 g floricane 
berries and 9-10 g primocane berries on 
average, slightly larger than Prime-Ark® 
45. In mild conditions such as Watson-

ville, primocane berries are 
normally larger than floricane 
berries. 

Berry shape was noted to 
vary with Prime-Ark® Horizon, 
and in some years curved ber-
ries were observed in most test 
locations. Primocane double 
berries were not seen, as is 
common with Prime-Ark® 45 
in Arkansas, due to heat effects. 
This further suggests some 
heat tolerance for Prime-Ark® 
Horizon. However, tempera-
tures above 90oF were ob-
served to occasionally result in 
primocane flower death with 
Prime-Ark® Horizon, so full 
heat tolerance is not implied. 
Yield: Prime-Ark® Horizon 
has very high yield potential 
on floricanes, and exceeded 
yield of Natchez in some years. 
Floricane yields have exceeded 

30,000 lb/acre in research plots, usually 
in the year after planting.  Floricane yield 
is influenced by the degree of primocane 
fruiting the prior year. More primocane 
fruit production often equates to lower 
floricane yields the following season. 
Crop control with pruning is strongly 
advised to balance the crop, particularly 
in the first year of floricane fruiting if no 
primocane crop is produced in the plant-
ing year.  Primocane yields ranged from 
3,000-9,000 lb/acre depending on year 
and environment.

Josh reported very high yields also, 
with over 2500 flats/acre on floricanes, 
and then another 1500 flats per acre on 
primocanes (a flat has 4.5 lb weight). El-
len found primocane yield for Prime-Ark® 
Horizon approached that of Prime-Ark® 
45, while Prime-Ark® Horizon floricane 
yields were much higher than Prime-Ark® 
45. Cane management will likely be a key 
component to achieving full yield poten-
tial and consistency.
Flavor: Flavor has consistently been rated 
good with light aromatics over many 
years of evaluations. As with most black-
berry varieties, Prime-Ark® Horizon can 
have variation in sweetness.  Berries were 

continued on next page

Prime-Ark® Horizon with 
extended fruiting on the pri-
mocane, late August, 2020, 
Clarksville, AR.
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‘Prime-Ark® Horizon’ 
Continued from previous page 

noted at times to be tart, particularly 
when very high floricane crop was expe-
rienced. The overall average of soluble 
solid content was 10% (ranging from 9 to 
11%). Titratable acidity averaged 0.9% 
(ranging from 0.8 to 1%), which is within 
the “reduced acidity” target of the UA 
breeding program. 

Josh consistently noted the fruit to be 
sweet over many years of observation, 
with soluble solids content of 10% or 
higher. Karen found fruit to have a pleas-
ant flavor but at times variable. Ellen con-
sistently noted good flavor, particularly in 
stored berries.
Postharvest: Storage for 7 days has been 
comparable to Prime-Ark® 45 in redden-
ing/reversion. It has also shown potential 
for longer-term storage, particularly in 
the retention of firmness. In addition to 
excellent firmness in storage, leakage and 
decay have been among the best mea-
sured in the Arkansas program. 

Plants: Prime-Ark® Horizon plants have 
shown good health, except when exces-
sive floricane yields were experienced 
that resulted in reduced floricane leaf size 
as well as upward leaf curling. No orange 
rust nor anthracnose were observed on 
Prime-Ark® Horizon.  Winter hardiness 
has been comparable to Ouachita, and it 
has shown very limited winter injury to a 
low of 1oF. Spring freeze damage has not 

been observed. Chilling 

requirement is un-
known, but is antici-
pated to be approxi-
mately 300 hours.

Plant vigor can 
be high, and this can 
result in extended 
primocanes with 
long fruiting laterals. 
Overall, Prime-Ark® 
Horizon has reduced 
thorns compared to 

Prime-Ark® 45. Thorn density on canes is 
45% lower than Prime-Ark® 45 but den-
sity is similar on laterals and leaf petioles.

Josh noted high vigor and commented 
that primocane management would have 
to be worked out to attain maximum 
yield. Karen found Prime-Ark® Horizon to 
be one of the more vigorous varieties in 
her trial. t
John Clark will be presenting at  the 
conference.

Prime-Ark® Horizon 
floricane berries.
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www.sun-belle.com

Join our family of growers
Contact Ken Hopps: Ken@sun-belle.com 

708-343-4545 

®

dez, President of the National Association 
of Berry Exporters (Aneberries), pointed 
out that the pandemic has been particu-
larly detrimental to Mexican berries, not 
only in terms of production but also in 
the channels of commercialization. The 
pandemic both impacted internal sales 
channels and affected the logistics of 
routes and export processes for berries, 
especially with the neighboring U.S. 

Reported Nov. 20 at www.freshfruit-
portal.com/news/2020/11/20/blackber-
ry-production-plummets/
See a tour of Mexican caneberry pro-
ducers during the conference.

The Southern Fruitcast podcast 
has a new caneberry episode
The Fruitcast is a project at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas. In this episode, Amanda 
McWhirt and Aaron Cato interview Dr. 
Ryan Dickson, who specializes in protect-
ed agriculture and greenhouse produc-
tion. Ryan’s current program focuses on 
substrate production of small fruits, and 
he is working especially on looking at the 
feasibility of long cane blackberry and 
raspberry in the United States.

Says Aaron, “We recorded this episode 

because we often get questions from 
growers about protected agriculture and 
blackberries, and I think that Ryan was 
able to provide great answers to many of 
those questions in this episode.” Find it 
(and other episodes) at www.uaex.edu/
farm-ranch/crops-commercial-horticul-
ture/horticulture/southern-fruitcast-
podcast.aspx This episode is Number 8.
All three of these U Ark experts are pre-
senters during the conference.

Lower Numbers, Trade Battles 
for Washington Raspberries
The Washington Red Raspberry Com-
mission released its numbers from the 
summer harvest just ahead of its Oct. 28 
board of directors meeting. Raspberry 
production was down 3% in tonnage this 
year compared to 2019, with total ton-
nage in 2020 at 64,190,466 for the state. 
Virtually all of these raspberries end up 
frozen for use in food processing, rather 
than sold fresh. It is the lowest production 
level since 2015, an unusually off year. 
More significantly, in an ongoing trend, 
there are now 68 commercial growers in 
contrast to more than 100 in years past. 

The state commission continues in a 

This is a compendium of news, notices, and 
information received by the NARBA office 
over the last few months. All items have 
edited for this digest. To easily access the 
full text for each item, use the live links in 
the pdf version of this newsletter. 

Blackberry production drops 29 
percent in Michoacán, Mexico 
Blackberry production in the leading 
Mexican production state of Michoacán 
has plummeted by 29 percent, accord-
ing to La Voz de Michoacán, citing date 
from the Food, Agriculture and Fisheries 
Information Service (SIAP) With just over 
148,000 metric tons (MT) from January to 
October, the production of blackberries in 
2020 is on its way to being the lowest vol-
ume produced in the last five years. This 
compares to January to October 2019, 
when 208,046 tons of blackberries were 
shipped. Michoacán produces 94 percent 
of the blackberries in Mexico and exports 
almost all the product, which has been 
difficult this year due to lockdowns and 
border closures throughout the Covid-19 
pandemic. José Luis Bustamante Fernán-

 CANEBERRY DIGEST

continued on page 19

https://www.uaex.edu/farm-ranch/crops-commercial-horticulture/horticulture/southern-fruitcast-podcast.aspx
https://www.uaex.edu/farm-ranch/crops-commercial-horticulture/horticulture/southern-fruitcast-podcast.aspx
https://www.uaex.edu/farm-ranch/crops-commercial-horticulture/horticulture/southern-fruitcast-podcast.aspx
https://www.uaex.edu/farm-ranch/crops-commercial-horticulture/horticulture/southern-fruitcast-podcast.aspx
www.freshfruit-portal.com/news/2020/11/20/blackberry-production-plummets/
www.uaex.edu/farm-ranch/crops-commercial-horticulture/horticulture/southern-fruitcast-podcast.aspx
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YOUR PARTNER FOR
EXCELLENT SERVICE
Join our close-knit family of

the best growers in the world

Giumarra offers world class logistics,
transportation, and marketing services

to a select group of very special
growers from around the globe.

To learn more about how to
join the Giumarra family,

please contact:

Tom Richardson
562.308.5480

Tom.Richardson@giumarra.com

Alan Abé
610.268.0286

Alan.Abe@giumarra.com

Giumarra.com • NaturesPartner.com
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A New Fertigation System 
and Long Cane Production 
at Nourse Farms
This is an edited version of an article by 
Zack Deluca in the Greenfield Recorder 
(Greenfield, MA), September 21/2020.
Driving by the Nourse Farms fields in 
Whately, one may catch a glimpse of a red 
building popping up among the berries. 
But what can’t be seen is the cutting edge 
agricultural technology housed inside 
the building – tech that is helping Nourse 
Farms change the way berry farmers 
grow plants all across the United States.

After nearly three years of prepara-
tion, Nourse Farms is getting ready to 
complete its first season using a new 
high-tech system for long-cane raspber-
ry production. Owner Tim Nourse said 
this is part of a partnership with a client 
that is bringing innovative European culti-
vation methods here to North America.

“This is the heart of our long-cane 
business,” Nourse said on a recent after-
noon as he pulled up to the red building, 
which is located in the center of his What-
ely fields. Inside was the new mechanized 
injection system for irrigation and nutri-
ent management. Nourse, who studied 
agronomy and agricultural economics at 
the University of Connecticut, enjoys the 
scientific aspects of his job. In 1980, for 
example, he created a state of the art tis-
sue culture laboratory and micropropaga-
tion facility at the farm.

Nourse Farms has roughly 200,000 
long-cane raspberry plants growing in 
Whately and Northfield, divided into four 
zones. The fields are connected to the 

barn’s injection system by underground 
hoses. An above-ground stretch of hose is 
strung along the base of the plants with 
a dropper stretching into each pot. The 
machinery inside the barn allows them 
to carefully adjust the fertilizer-to-water 
ratio in parts per million for each zone.

“You can set the pH levels to your 
exact desire,” Nourse said. The system 
is automated by a computer and can be 
set to water the plants at a certain time 
each day. The amount of fertilizer can be 
adjusted at each watering. Nourse says 
they draw water from the Connecticut 
River; the system removes silt from the 
water before it is used on the crops.

Nourse said the customer they are 
working with on the project is develop-
ing a European model for plant produc-
tion (different than the way berries are 
grown at Nourse Farms) that incorpo-
rates greenhouses. According to Nourse, 
around 90 percent of all berries produced 
in Europe are grown inside greenhouses. 
Compared to outdoor growth, which is 
common in the United States, greenhous-
es can potentially produce healthier fruit 
than fields because the plants are pro-
tected from the cold and have an extend-
ed season, as well as being protected from 
the many pests and diseases found out-
doors. Within the project’s broader scope, 
Nourse says his farm’s job is to provide 
the customer with “the right product” – a 
batch of healthy plants – with which to 
start their endeavor.

“We’re propagators, that’s what we 
do,” he said.

The long-cane plants, which were 
planted in June, should reach the height 

of the posts they are grown on by mid-Oc-
tober. By November, the weather will be 
cold enough for the plants to have entered 
dormancy. 

The farm will start packing the long-
cane plants next week [late September]. 
Already, Nourse says they have blown the 
leaves off the plants and are ready to pack 
them into crates; each crate holds hun-
dreds of plants. Once safely packaged, 
they will be refrigerated to achieve dor-
mancy by undergoing temperature chang-
es, dropping a few degrees at a time, until 
they’re ready for shipment.

“We’ll achieve 200 hours of chill in 
the field and then they’ll be packed into 
crates to finish their chill and storage life 
until they’re ready to be shipped to the 
customer,” Nourse said.

In total, Nourse Farms encompasses 
over 400 acres with land in Whately, 
Deerfield, Hatfield, Northfield and Mon-
tague. Roughly 90 percent of the farm’s 
business is from plant sales, Nourse said. 
On average, the farm ships at least 20 
million plants a year to customers around 
the world. The farm grows strawberries, 
raspberries, blueberries, blackberries, 
gooseberries, red currants, elderberries, 
rhubarb, asparagus, horseradish and 
more. Clients hail from Canada, Ecuador, 
Mexico and across the United States.

Nourse Farms employs over 100 
people, and this new berry operation has 
roughly 30 employees assigned to it. t

For more information visit nourse-
farms.com. Zack DeLuca can be reached 
at zdeluca@recorde r.com. See the full 
article at www.recorder.com/LT-Nourse-
Farms-36302602 

Tim Nourse shows how nutrients and water are delivered to these berry 
plants .  Photo by Paul Franz, Greenfield Recorder

Tim Nourse explains the new nutrient and water delivery sys-
tem at Nourse Farms.  Photo by Paul Franz. 

https://www.recorder.com/byline?byline=By%20ZACK%20DeLUCA
https://www.recorder.com/byline?byline=By%20ZACK%20DeLUCA
https://www.recorder.com/LT-Nourse-Farms-36302602
https://www.recorder.com/LT-Nourse-Farms-36302602
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Wholesale Blackberry Plants
More than 20 varieties

www.berriesunlimited.com
807 cedar lane, Prairie grove, AR 72753

call us at (479)846-6030
berriesunlimitedusa@gmail.com

Wholesale honeyberry Plants
More than 30 varieties
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Continued from page 15

Start a Conversation!
The E-Forum is a discussion tool for 
all NARBA members. Simply send an 
email to raspberryblackberryassocia-
tion@googlegroups.com to start a dis-
cussion or respond to one that arrives 
in your email box. At the group’s web-
site, you can see previous discussions 
or change the format of messages that 
come to your email. If you are not re-
ceiving E-Forum messages, contact the 
NARBA office.

How a Chilean raspberry scam 
dodged food safety controls 
from China to Canada
Reuters has published an extensive report 
on a food trading racket that spanned 
three continents and centers on Frutti di 
Bosco, a little-known fruit trading com-
pany in Santiago, Chile. 

At its heart was a fraud centered on 
raspberries. Low-cost frozen berries 
grown in China were shipped to a packing 
plant in central Chile. Hundreds of tons 
of fruit were repackaged and rebranded 
by Frutti di Bosco as premium Chilean-
grown organics, then shipped to con-
sumers in Canadian cities. The agency 
calculated that at least $12 million worth 
of mislabeled raspberries were sent to 
Canada between 2014 and 2016.

Much of that product, documents 
showed, came from Harbin Gaotai Food 
Co Ltd, a Chinese supplier. Canadian 
health authorities later linked berries 
from Harbin Gaotai to a 2017 norovirus 
outbreak in Quebec that sickened hun-
dreds of people. What they didn’t realize 
was that Harbin Gaotai raspberries had 
also entered Canada through a back door 
during that period as falely labeled fruit 
shipped from Chile by Frutti di Bosco.

It’s an amazing story. Find it here: 
www.reuters.com/article/us-chile-crime-
raspberries-insight-idUSKBN26R1LM 

federal trade litigation battle that essen-
tially contends Mexico and other coun-
tries are bringing raspberries into the 
United States at less than their costs of 
production, a practice known as “dump-
ing.” The process of gathering data and 
proving fault is costly and drawn-out.

WRRC is currently engaged with the 
International Trade Commission in a fact-
finding investigation to produce needed 
data to evaluate the potential success of a 
trade case primarily focused on protect-
ing puree and juice markets against the 
by-products of the Mexican fresh raspber-
ry industry which have created unsustain-
able pricing for the majority of growers, 

The commission board set the 2020 
raspberry assessment rate at 2 cents per 
pound, the same as in 2019. Main spend-
ing will be on marketing, production 
research, health research, and support-
ing an endowed WSU position in plant 
breeding. The biggest commitment is 
up to $750,000 on the “fair trade” issue. 
The board is exploring a new assessment 
policy whereby Individual Quick Frozen 
(IQF) berries – highest quality berries 
fetching highest market value – would pay 
a higher percentage of the assessments, 
puree a somewhat reduced percentage, 
and juice an even lower rate. 

See full article at www.lyndentribune.
com/news/raspberry-tonnage-drops-
3-in-2020/article_a7692c38-293d-11eb-
9328-67d5d467a4fb.html 

WRRC is an affiliate member of NARBA. 

A Tribute to a True Berry Breed-

Large U.K Raspberry Trial
U.K.-based soft fruit expert Chambers is 
launching a large, independent raspberry 
varietal trial that represents a review of 
47 different commercially licensed variet-
ies from nine countries. The large trial is 
believed to be the first of its kind in the 
UK. The trial includes a broad selection of 
raspberry varieties ranging from a Cana-
dian raspberry introduced as far back as 
1978 to more recently licensed varieties 
including those introduced to the market 
in 2020. The U.S. and The Netherlands 
have a strong number of entries. Scotland, 
England and Bulgaria have submitted 
what are anticipated to be high perform-
ing varieties. Other countries involved 
in the trial are Canada, Italy, France, and 
Poland. For the full article, see www.
freshfruitportal.com/news/2020/09/15/
chambers-announces-huge-raspberry-
varietal-trial-with-nine-countries/
Multiple sessions at the conference dis-
cuss caneberry breeding and cultivars.

Sterile Males for SWD
A team of researchers at the University of 
Minnesota are looking for a way to intro-
duce sterile male spotted wing drosophila 
flies into the population as a form of ge-
netic pest control.

In early November, assistant professor 
Mike Smanski published an article about 
a new breakthrough in this research, 
demonstrating for the first time this kind 
of genetic engineering was possible in 
the common fruit fly. This shows that 
researchers could engineer this work into 
spotted wing drosophila in the future.

The Smanski Lab has also studied this 
technique in mosquitoes, zebra fish and 
carp, but never with this type of fruit fly.

Through this work the researchers 
can create a pest that is biologically the 
same, but when the females mate with 
these genetically modified males, they 
will not produce viable offspring, he said.

This sterile insect technique can be 
helpful not only in reducing the popu-
lation of insects, but in reducing the 
impacts of insecticides on surrounding 
species and nearby ecosystems, 

https://mndaily.com/263911/
news/a-plague-to-be-reckoned-with-
umn-research-creates-a-buzz-with-inva-
sive-fruit-fly-research/ 
Sterile male research is one of several 
presentations on SWD at the conference.

 CANEBERRY DIGEST

ing Legend and Friend
Dr. John Clark has written a detailed and 
moving tribute to fellow berry breeder 
Chad Finn, which was published on Octo-
ber 13 in Growing Produce. Find it here: 
www.growingproduce.com/fruits/my-
tribute-to-a-true-berry-breeding-legend-
and-friend/

A Slice of Raspberry Pi?
Among our sources of caneberry news are 
Google Alerts set up for particular words 
and phrases. Typically, however, most of 
the raspberry results are for Raspberry 
Pi, not actual raspberries.

So, what is Raspberry Pi? It’s a series 
of small, low-cost, credit-card sized, 
single-board computers developed in 
the U.K. by the Raspberry Pi Foundation. 
Originally used for teaching basic com-
puter science in schools and in developing 
countries, this little device now has many 
actual uses and enables people of all ages 
to explore computing and to learn how to 
program. Kind of cool!
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NARBA 2020 Officers and 
Executive Council 
President - Jim Jedele, Berry Hill Farm, 
12835 N. Territorial Rd., Dexter, MI 
48130, 734-475-1516, jljedele@yahoo.
com
Vice President - Tom O’Brien, O’Brien 
Family Farms, 97 Bailey Road, Coats, NC 
27521, 505-350-2121, obrientp@aol.
com
Treasurer - Chris Eckert, Eckert 
Orchards Inc., 951 South Greenmount 
Road, Belleville, IL 62220, 618-779-8646, 
chris.eckert@eckerts.com
Executive Secretary - Debby Wechsler, 
197 Spring Creek Rd., Pittsboro, NC 
27312, 919-542-4037, fax 866-511-6660, 
info@raspberryblackberry.com
Regional Representatives:
Region 1 (represents Canada, Europe) 
David Mutz, Berryhaven Farm, 320 Mt. 
Lehman Rd., Abbotsford, BC V4X 2L4, 
Canada, 604-308-6871, mutz_d@shaw.ca
Region 2 (represents CT, NH, NY, MA, ME, 
RI, VT) Courtney Weber, NYSAES, 630 W 
North St., Geneva, NY 14456, 315-787-
2395, caw34@cornell.edu
Region 3 (represents DC, DE, MD, NJ, PA, 
VA, WV) Ben Butler, Butler’s Orchard, 
22222 Davis Mill Rd., Germantown, 
MD 20876, 301-943-0721, Ben@
Butlersorchard.com

Region 4 (represents IN, KY, MI, OH, WI) 
Jim Jedele, Berry Hill Farm, 12835 N. Ter-
ritorial Rd., Dexter, MI 48130, 734-475-
1516, jljedele@yahoo.com
Region 5 (represents AL, FL, GA, LA, MS, 
NC, SC, TN) Tom O’Brien, O’Brien Family 
Farms, 97 Bailey Road, Coats, NC 27521, 
505-350-2121, obrientp@aol.com
Region 6 (represents AR, IA, IL, KS, MO, 
MN, ND, NE, OK) Chris Eckert, Eckert Or-
chards Inc., 951 South Greenmount Road, 
Belleville, IL 62220, 618-779-8646, chris.
eckert@eckerts.com
Region 7 (represents AK, AZ, CA, CO, 
ID, HA, MT, NM, OR, TX, UT, WA, WY) 
Darren Sinn, ORBC, 9822 Saratoga Dr 
NE, Silverton, OR 97381, 503-310-1158, 
darren.sinn@wvfco.com
Region 8 (represents Mexico, & Central/
South America) OPEN
At Large: 

Scott Norman, Naturipe Farms, 1611 
Bunker Hill Way, Ste 250, Salinas, CA 
93906, 831-229-4126, snorman@  
naturipefarms.com 
Ken Hopps, Sun Belle, 3810 Rose Street, 
Schiller Park, IL 60176, 312-259-0220, 
khopps@sun-belle.com
Past President: 
Pierson Geyer, Agriberry Farm, 6289 
River Rd, Hanover, VA 23069, 804-514-
5955, pierson.geyer@gmail.com

North American Bramble Growers  
Research Foundation
The NARBA Executive Council serve as 
the Trustees of the Foundation.
Research Committee Co-Chairs: 
Jeff Chandler, MCREC, 455 Research  Drive, 
Mills River, NC 28759, 828-684-3562, Jeff_
Chandler@ncsu.edu 
Patrick Byers, University of Missouri 
Extension, 2400 S Scenic Ave, Springfield, 
MO, 65807, 417-881-8909, byerspl@
missouri.edu 
Conference Program Coordinator: 
Jill Bushakra, jillb.narba@gmail.com

NARBA office:
197 Spring Creek Rd., Pittsboro, NC 
27312, 919-542-4037, fax 866-511-6660, 
info@raspberryblackberry.com

North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Association (NARBA)
197 Spring Creek Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312 USA

Working together to promote 
the production and marketing 
of raspberries and blackberries.
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Best wishes  
for the holiday 
season!
Stay warm, 
stay safe.




