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What to Consider When 
Choosing Raspberry 
Varieties for Your Farm
By Dr. Courtney Weber, Cornell University
First off, the most critical aspect of es-
tablishing a healthy berry planting is not 
which variety you choose. Arguably, the 
most important aspect for most growers 
is site selection. A poor site will invariably 
produce a poor stand. Most production 
guides have extensive sections on choos-
ing and preparing a site for a new plant-
ing. Ignoring the advice in these guides 
will cause you problems later. 

Also very important is being sure 
to obtain high quality planting stock of 
whatever varieties you choose to grow. 
The new plants need to have a vigor-
ous root system and be free from dis-
ease and insect pests. Choose a nursery 
carefully, ideally one that participates in 
a certification program, to ensure plants 
are free from viruses and root diseases. 
Plug plants from certified disease-free 
tissue cultures provide the best source of 
disease- and pest-free plants, but propaga-
tion fields established from tissue culture-
derived stock plants can be a cost-effective 
source of quality plants. Order plants 
well in advance of planting to ensure an 
adequate supply the desired varieties and 
plant sizes as many new varieties sell out 
early or have limited supply. 

Understanding your target market 
window is an important criteria to con-
sider when choosing varieties. Determin-
ing when you want to have raspberries 
available in your production mix will 
determine which varieties are suitable. 

2018-2019 NURSERY LIST 
This newsletter contains NARBA’s an-
nual Raspberry & Blackberry Nursery 
List (pages 12-13). Accompanying the 
list are several articles about varieties 
(see pages 9-15), including the article 
below. Though it focuses on raspber-
ries, much of it applies to blackberries 
as well.

North American Raspberry & Blackberry Conference
January 9-11, 2019 – Savannah, Georgia

“Growing Our Future”
Registration opens September 17 at www.seregionalconference.com.   
NARBA is partnering with the Southeast Regional Fruit and Vegetable Conference 
(SRFVC) this year and their staff are handling NARBA conference registration. There 
is no paper registration form. If for some reason you can’t participate in an online 
registration process, please contact NARBA. 
Registration Fees: Raspberry & Blackberry Conference fees are discounted for 
NARBA members. New memberships/renewals should be accomplished directly with 
NARBA as a separate process. 
•	 Fundamentals of Caneberry Production Workshop (Wed., Jan 9): $35/member, 

$50/non-member
•	 Savannah Port Tour (Wed., Jan 9): $25/person. Fees for this tour support our North 

American Bramble Growers Research Foundation. 
•	 Full Conference: $145/member, $185/non-member. Includes all caneberry educa-

tional sessions, exhibits, and posters, lunch and refreshments on Jan 10-11 (Thurs-
Fri,), all SRFVC educational sessions Jan 10-12 (Thurs-Sat), and the SRFVC Trade 
Show Jan 10-11 (Fri-Sat). Saturday lunch can be added ($30). Thursday caneberry 
sessions require NARBA conference registration. Our Friday sessions – and SRFVC edu-
cational sessions all days– are open to both NARBA and SRFVC registrants.

Accommodations: The Hilton Garden Inn Savannah Historic District serves as 
the NARBA conference host hotel, and is where our Wednesday workshop and tour 
check-in will be located. Room rate is $140/night. Five other hotels also offer special 
Southeast Regional Fruit & Vegetable Conference rates, and NARBA is part of this larger 
block. All reservations should be made through ‘Visit Savannah’. The reservations link 
can be found at www.raspberryblackberry.com, or you may call 912-644-6465, We 
recommend making reservations soon, as all host hotels fill up quickly! 
Location: Ah, Savannah! It’s a great place to visit, with historic buildings, cobblestone 
alleys, grand oaks festooned with Spanish moss, lots of restaurants, and a lively river-
front scene. Ferries and buses operate between Historic District hotels and the Con-
vention Center, just across the Savannah River, where large container ships often pass 
slowly by. Nearby are Tybee Island and other beaches, Hilton Head Island, a favorite of 
golfers, and several wildlife refuges. January average temperature high is 61° F. and low 
is 41°.\ , though more winters weather is an occasional visitor.
Travel: The closest airport is the Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport (SAV), 
about 25 minutes from the Convention Center and the Historic District hotels. Shuttles, 
taxis (flat charge $28 to Historic District), an hourly public CAT Express bus ($5), and 
car rentals are available at the airport. For more information, visit https://gosouthsa-
vannah.com/visitor-info/transport/savannah-airport.html
Program: See our detailed program schedule starting on page 3.. Please contact the 
NARBA office if you have any questions. We hope to see you there! 
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E V E N T S
Contact NARBA to have an event listed 
here and on our website.
September 20, 2018: Blackberry Farm 
Field Day, Faith Farm, 901 W. Cabaniss 
Rd, Shelby, NC 28150., 9:00 am -4:00 pm. 
Program includes Food safety updates, 
Pruning techniques, Tractor calibration, 
Weed management, Pros & cons of plastic 
mulch, Tips for raising blackberries, Bees, 
and more. Free; includes lunch for those 
who pre-register by September 10 by call-
ing 704-473-1140. 
January 9-11, 2019 – NORTH AMERI-
CAN RASPBERRY & BLACKBERRY 
CONFERENCE, Savannah, Georgia, in 
association with the Southeast Regional 
Fruit and Vegetable Conference. See info 
in this newsletter on pages 1 and 3, more 
at www.raspberryblackberry.com. Regis-
tration opens September 17 and is online 
only. Get your hotel reservations early!
February 20-21, 2019 – Ontario Fruit 
and Vegetable Conference; berries ses-

The BRAMBLE is a quarterly publica-
tion of the North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Association (NARBA), and 
is a benefit of membership in the as-
sociation. For membership information, 
a sample copy, reprint permision, and 
advertising rates, contact 

NARBA
197 Spring Creek Road
Pittsboro, NC 27312 USA
Phone: 919-542-4037
Fax: 866-511-6660 (toll-free)
info@raspberryblackberry.com
www.raspberryblackberry.com

The Bramble © NARBA 2018

Briefly Speaking...
As we near the end of 2018, we need to draw perspective from the past to the pres-
ent. The things we did right and the things we did wrong. What works and what does 
not work. We learn and try to modify in a positive direction. But we also need to know 
what questions to ask, as individuals, companies, organizations, and as the caneberry 
industry. How do we define ourselves as an industry? What is NARBA? Where are we 
going? What will it look like when we get there? 

The definition of “Industry”, according to Webster’s Dictionary, is “All the people 
and activities involved in making a particular product and providing a particular ser-
vice.” The berry industry is made up of a lot of parts: breeders, nurseries, researchers, 
information services, growers, workers on our farms, vendors of products for produc-
tion, harvest, and packaging, marketers, transportation services, and retailers. All of 
these parts have to have a profitable success in order to stay strong. In essence, we are 
a complex unit producing a healthy and favorable product that is good for and needful 
to consumers. We are dependent that every link stay strong or we all fail. 

NARBA is here to promote production and marketing of caneberries through com-
munication, education, and research. Research is supported via our Research Founda-
tion, which allocates the funds to various research projects in an effort to help all of 
us succeed in the future. NARBA promotes caneberries to the general public and is a 
unified voice to represent the caneberry industry. NARBA is the train that transports 
our purpose!

I am reminded of a story about Albert Einstein, the famous and great physicist. Ein-
stein was once traveling from Princeton on a train when the conductor came down the 
aisle punching the tickets of every passenger. 

When he came to Einstein, Einstein reached in his vest pocket. He couldn’t find 
his ticket. So, he reached in his trouser pockets, It wasn’t there either. He looked in his 
briefcase, but couldn’t find it. The conductor said, “Dr. Einstein I know who you are. We 
all know who you are, I am sure you bought a ticket. Don’t worry about it.” 

Einstein nodded appreciatively. The conductor continued down the aisle punching 
tickets. As he was ready to move to the next car, he turned around and saw the great 
physicist down on his hands and knees looking under his seat for his ticket. 

The conductor rushed back and said, “Dr. Einstein, don’t worry, I know who you are. 
No problem, you don’t need a ticket.”

Einstein looked at the conductor and said, “Young man, I too know who I am. What I 
don’t know is where I’m going.”

The story of Einstein brings us to this point. Do we know where we are going? 
At NARBA’s annual conference in Savannah in January 2019, we are going to explore 
where we are going, and what it might look when we get there. There will be educa-
tional sessions with the latest information, and people from every part of our industry. 
We will hear from experienced growers, researchers, and marketers, and from a panel 
of young people, who are the voices of the future. Breeders, researchers, and vendors of 
new products will share forward-thinking tools, trends, and techniques for our shared 
future.

I hope you will bring your voice, and your experiences, to our 2019 conference as 
together we take on the task of “Growing Our Future.” 

    – Marvin Williams, Williams Farm, Enigma, GA
     NARBA Exec. Council Region 5 Representative

sions on the first day. More info at www.
ofvc.ca/ 
June 23-28, 2019 – XII Rubus & Ribes 
Symposium of the International Society 
for Horticultural Science. The Symposium 
is held every four years; the 2015 Sympo-
sium was in North Carolina. This Sym-

posium will start with a pre-symposium 
tour from Frankfurt, Germany, to Zurich, 
Switzerland, June 23-25, 2019, followed 
by the congress in Zurich June 25 - 28, 
2019. For more information, visit www.
rubusribes.agroscope.ch. 
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Continued on page 4

Wednesday, January 9
At the Hilton Garden Inn Savannah  
Historic District
11:30-1:00 Workshop/Tour Check-in
1:00-5:00 Workshop: Fundamentals 
of Caneberry Production  A short course 
for novice/potential growers and anyone 
who needs a refresher on the basics of 
caneberry production. Topics will include 
variety selection and basic crop, fertil-
ity, and pest management. The workshop 
will emphasize blackberry production for 
the Southeast, but may include discus-
sion of raspberry production and other 
regions, depending on who preregisters. 
Participants will receive handouts and a 
USB-drive of resources. Led by Amanda 
McWhirt, U of Arkansas, and Gina Fernan-
dez, NCSU, with blackberry breeder John 
Clark, U of Arkansas; entomologist Han-
nah Burrack, NCSU, weed scientist Wayne 
Mitchem, NCSU, and plant pathologist 
Jonathan Oliver, U of Georgia. Registra-
tion limited; preregistration required. $35/
person for NARBA members, $50/non-
members
1:00-4:00 Tour of the port of savannah 
The Port of Savannah is one of the largest 
and busiest container-handling facilities 
in the United States and a major import/
export port for berries and other produce. 
As well as touring the port and learn-
ing about its activities, participants will 
have the opportunity to try their skill on a 
crane operation simulator. Limited regis-
tration; preregistration required. $25/per-
son. Fees for this tour support the North 
American Bramble Growers Research 
Foundation.

Thursday, January 10
At the Savannah Trade and Convention 
Center, Chatham Ballroom
7:30 am Registration opens 
7:30-9:00 Coffee, exhibits, and posters 
9:00-12:00 General session  
“Growing our Future” 
Perspectives on the Caneberry Industry: 
Past, Present, and Future – John Clark, 
University of Arkansas; Roland Fumasi, 
Rabobank Research; JC Clinard, Wish 
Farms; Chris Eckert, Eckert Orchards
Growing Our Future: A Panel of Younger 
Caneberry Growers moderated by NARBA 
president Pierson Geyer. 
12:00-1:45 lunCh, narBa annual 
meeTinG and aWards 
1:45-5:00 BreakouT sessions (Two 
rooms; attend the sessions of your choice)
Breakouts room 1
New Horizons in SWD Control – Hannah 
Burrack, NC State University
Looking for Viruses in All the Right Places: 
How to Improve Certification Programs – 
Bob Martin, USDA-ARS, Corvallis, OR 
Raspberry Breeding and Caneberry Pro-
duction in the UK – Felicidad Fernandez, 
NIAB EMR, East Malling, UK
Genomics and Gene-Editing for Berry 
Crops: Reality vs. Hype – Courtney Weber, 
Cornell University
Breeders’ Outlook – Growers’ Feedback: 
Panel and discussion  
Breakouts room 2
West Meets East: New Thornless Black-
berries to Try – Chad Finn, USDA-ARS, 
Corvallis, OR
Primocane-Fruiting Blackberries: Success-
es, Challenges, and Outlook – John Clark, 
University of Arkansas
Seasonal Changes in Blackberry Leaf 
Nutrients in Single- and Double-Cropped 
Primocane Fruiting Systems – Gina Fer-
nandez, NC State University
Missouri Experiences with Thornless 
Blackberries and the RCA Trellis – Patrick 
Byers, University of Missouri
Rotating Trellis: Is It Worth the Effort? Our 
Experiences – Amanda McWhirt, Univer-
sity of Arkansas, and growers

12:00-5:00 srFVC eduCaTional ses-
sions: Business Operations educational 
sessions. Open to NARBA registrants.
6:00 – dinner on your own. Watch for 
information about signing up for NARBA 
Dutch-treat dinner meetups at several 
Savannah restaurants

Friday, January 11 
At the Savannah Trade and Convention 
Center, Room 200-202 
8:30-9:45 General session
Grower Spotlight – Steve McMillan, South-
ern Grace Farm, Enigma, GA 
Food Safety Concerns Caneberry Grow-
ers Can’t Ignore – Elizabeth Bihn, Produce 
Safety Alliance, Cornell University 
10:00 morninG BreakouTs room 1
Essential Steps for SWD Management – 
Hannah Burrack, NC State University 
Update on Insecticide Resistance, and the 
Impact of Adjuvants and Phagostimulants 
on Insecticide Efficacy against SWD – Ash 
Sial, University of Georgia
Biology and Management of Cane Blight 
and Orange Cane Blotch on Blackberry – 
Jonathan Oliver and Will Hemphill, Univer-
sity of Georgia 
10:00 morninG BreakouTs room 2
Whose berries? Traceability and Labeling 
for Growers Large and Small – Elizabeth 

norTh ameriCan raspBerry & BlaCkBerry ConFerenCe proGram

9:00-6:15 srFVC Trade shoW. Hun-
dreds of exhibitors!  
8:00-5:00 srFVC eduCaTional ses-
sions: Blueberry, Food Safety, Organic, 
Peach, Roadside Markets, Strawberry 
Vegetable.  Open to NARBA registrants.
Find the detailed schedule at www.sere-
gionalconference.com
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The Best Berry Plants Since 1932

•   Excellent  Customer  Ser�ice
•   Wide  Variet�  Selection 
•   Technical  Suppor�
•   Complete Lab Facilit� for 
     Tissue Cult�re & Vir�s Indexing

41 River Road   South Deerfield  MA  01373   
 413.665.2658

noursefarms.com         info@noursefarms.com

St�awber�� 
Brambles

Asparag�s 
Blueber��  
Cur�ant

Gooseber��
Elderber�� 
Rhubarb

The  Leading  
Small  Fruit  Nursery  Today!

Bihn, Produce Safety Alliance, Cornell 
University 
Degree-day Harvest Prediction – Veronica 
Fall, University of Illinois Midwestern 
Regional Climate Center and Gina Fernan-
dez, NC State University 
Technology and Apps for Caneberry Grow-
ers: What’s out there and what do grow-
ers need? A discussion with app designers 
and tech providers
11:30-1:30 lunCh, visit trade show
1:30 aFTernoon BreakouTs room 1  
What Virus Is That? And How Do I Manage 
It? – Bob Martin, USDA-ARS, Corvallis, OR 
Blackberry Cultivar Performance, Pest Sus-
ceptibility and Postharvest Disorders in SC 
– Juan Carlos Melgar, Clemson University
Physiological Mechanisms and Causes 
of Red Drupelet Reversion in Blackber-
ries – Max Edgley, University of Tasmania, 
Australia
Research on Red Drupelet Reversion at 
the University of Arkansas – Margaret 
Worthington, University of Arkansas

Provider of Premium Bareroot Plants 

for Home and Commercial Growers

800-295-2226
2811 Michigan Rd

Plymouth In 46563
www.indianaberry.com   

New Guidance for Inspection of Blackber-
ries: Red Drupelet Disorder – Olivia Banks, 
USDA-AMS Specialty Crop Inspections 
Blackberry Fruit Quality and Appearance 
– Discussion
Current Topics in Blackberries – John 
Clark, University of Arkansas
1:30 aFTernoon BreakouTs room 2  
Is Tunnel Production Right for You? What 
tunnels can do for you - Basic economics - 
Tunnel and plastics options - Observations 
from different regions and growers – Eric 
Hanson, Michigan State University, and 
others 
Substrate and Long Cane Production for 
Caneberries – Eric Hanson, Michigan State 
University, and Valerie Bernier-English, 
Ferme Onésime Pouliot, Inc., Quebec  
Growing with Black Raspberries – Court-
ney Weber, Cornell University; Chad Finn, 
USDA-ARS; and growers
5:00-6:15 WelCome reCepTion in trade 
show
Dinner on your own.

saturday, January 12 
At the Savannah Trade and Convention 
Center
9:00-2:30 srFVC Trade shoW  
Hundreds of exhibitors!  
8:00-5:00 srFVC eduCaTional ses-
sions: Blueberry, Business Operations, 
Food Safety, Muscadine, Peach, Vegeta-
ble, Vidalia Onion, Watermelon  
Open to NARBA registrants.
Find a detailed schedule at www.seregion-
alconference.com 

Friday, January 11 (continued)
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Autumn  
Caneberry Chores
This list was developed by 

Dr. Gina Fernandez, Small Fruit Specialist 
at NC State University, and reviewed and 
revised with the assistance of Dr. Marvin 
Pritts at Cornell. Chores and timing may 
be somewhat different in your area or for 
your cropping system. For detailed rec-
ommendations for the Pacific Northwest, 
subscribe to The Small Fruit Update (www.
nwberryfoundation.org/SFUsignup.html).
Plant growth and development

 � Primocanes continue to grow but slow 
down.

 � Flower buds start to form in leaf axils 
on summer-fruiting types.

 � Carbohydrates and nutrients in canes 
begin to move into the roots.

 � Primocane fruiting types begin to 
flower in late summer/early fall and 
fruit matures until frost in fall.

 � Primocane leaves senesce late fall.
Harvest

 � Harvest primocane-fruiting raspberries.
 � Harvest primocane-fruiting blackberries.

Pruning, trellising, tunnels
 � Remove spent floricanes as soon as 
possible after harvest is complete.

 �While optimal time to prune is after 
the coldest part of the winter is over, 
pruning can start in late fall if plant-
ings are large (late winter for smaller 
plantings). 

 � Start trellis repairs after plants have 
defoliated.

 � Remove coverings on three-season 
high tunnels.

Weed management
� Many spring and summer weed prob-

lems can be best managed with fall- 
and winter-applied preemergent her-
bicides. Determine what weeds have 
been or could be a problem in your 
area. Check with your state’s agricul-
tural chemical manual and local exten-
sion agent for the labeled chemicals 
best for controlling these weeds. 

Insect and disease scouting
 � Continue scouting for insects and 
diseases and treat with pesticides if 
necessary (follow recommendations 
for your state). 

 � If harvesting, maintain SWD spray 

schedule.
 � Remove damaged canes from field as 
soon as possible to lessen the impact 
of pests. 

Planting
 � Growers in southern areas can plant in 
the fall.

 � In cooler areas, prepare list of cultivars 
for next spring’s new plantings and 
plan your order. 

 � Consult NARBA’s nursery list in this 
newsletter. Another list is at https://
blogs.cornell.edu/berrynurseries/

Nutrient management
 � Take soil tests to determine fertility 
needs for new spring plantings. 

 � Non-nitrogenous fertilizers are best ap-
plied in the fall to established plantings. 

 � If soil is bare, plant an overwintering 
cover crop (e.g. rye) to build organic 
matter and slow soil erosion.

Marketing and miscellaneous
 � Order containers for next season.
 � Make contacts for selling fruit next 
season.

 � Plan on attending winter state and 
regional grower meetings, and NARBA’s 
conference in Savannah, GA, in January 
2019.

1-888-575-40
90

www.Produc
ePromotions

.com

FEATHER FLAGS / 3’X8’ BANNERS / POLYMARKETEERS  
ROAD SIGNS / NYLON FLAGS / PENNANT STRINGS  

AND FIND MORE ONLINE!

WWW.PRODUCEPROMOTIONS.COM

ECONOMICAL
EFFECTIVE

PROMOTIONAL 
PRODUCTS

WWW.PRODUCEPROMOTIONS.COM

Flock Free Bird Control has taken  
Fly Away Birdies nationwide.

BENEFITS:
• �Ensure�More�Profit
• Economical
• Spooks Birds
• �Simple�Installation
• Wind Powered
• �Environmentally�

Safe
• Non-Lethal

KEEP BIRDS FROM:

FLY
 AWAY BIRDIES

www.flockfree.com

877-935-6250
shop@flockfree.com
Installation�questions:� 

Fred@FlyAwayBirdies.com

HUMMING LINE
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LET’S GROW TOGETHER

Founded in 1922 and third-generation owned, Wish Farms is a national 
berry grower and shipper. If you are looking for an alternative to 
market all, or part of your blackberry crop, let us help you.

Contact our Grower Relations Team:
813-752-5111
jsaca@wishfarms.com
WishFarms.com

SEEKING QUALITY GROWERS
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has always been a consistent primocane 
producer no matter where grown or how 
managed, at least with reasonably good 
weed control, irrigation, and general good 
management. Both growers reported 
the plants had heavy crops; one was 
on second-year plants (first crop year) 
in Georgia; and the other on third-year 
plants (second crop year) in North Caro-
lina. Both used tissue-cultured plants for 
establishing the planting and the plant-
ings were in good health the year prior. 
The growers asked me why this hap-
pened. I think this is due to overcropping, 
or simply the plants overproduced on 
the floricanes. I can’t say for sure, but my 
guess is the plants had too much fruiting 
area, budbreak and cropping conditions 
were good, and they expressed their full 
yield potential. The stored carbohydrates 
in roots and crowns moved to the flori-
canes, and not much energy was left to 
encourage primocane growth. My guess 
is that these floricanes had small leaves, 
likely berries on these canes were not as 
large as normal, size was reduced later in 
the season, and the berries were not opti-
mum in sweetness either.

What can be done in situations like 
this? I don’t think we need to get the thin-
ning sticks out as peach growers do. But I 
think close attention to dormant pruning 
is warranted. I suggest shortening laterals 

on primocanes to 15-24 inches long dur-
ing dormant pruning, at least on plants 
grown in a hedgerow using a T-trellis. I 
am not sure what to say if the rotatable 
cross-arm or shift trellis is used; possibly 
reducing the number of canes retained 
would work. Reduction in cane area will 
help balance the crop, lead to more uni-

form budbreak, provide for more flo-
ricane leaf development, and result in 
quality berries. If this has never been 
a concern to you and your plantings 
are performing well without pruning 
to this extent, then continue as you 
have. But, if overcropping on Ouachita 
or any other variety has been experi-
enced, consider this as an option.

One last item to mention is health 
of floricane leaves. I focus a lot of at-
tention on floricane leaves in breeding 
as I believe good floricane leafing is 
imperative for sweet and high-quality 
berries. How to attain good leafing? 
Balanced cropping. Is there anything 
else to be aware of? Yes, and that is 
maintaining the leaf health through 
controlling leaf diseases. Anthrac-
nose and leaf rust can contribute to 
unhealthy leaves leading to quality 
concerns. t
John Clark will be a speaker at our 
annual conference in Savannah.Natchez blackberry in southern Georgia showing

effects of overcropping. Note the stressed floricanes 
and absence of primocane emergence. 

Overcropping Erect 
Blackberries
By John R Clark, University of Arkansas
My observation over the years is that 
erect blackberries can overcrop at times, 
particularly when plants are weak or 
stressed, and/or excessive vegetative 
growth is retained on the primocanes 
causing excess fruit and flowers on the 
subsequent floricanes. This topic has 
come up in recent years, and I want to 
share some thoughts and experiences on 
cropping.

Natchez, released in 2007, is a high 
yielding variety normally. I did not realize 
its full yield potential until more testing 
after its release in Arkansas, and watch-
ing it perform in commercial plantings 
particularly in southern Georgia. Grower 
Steve McMillan in Georgia was the first 
person to contact me about the plants 
bearing huge crops, with lower quality 
berries and the plants often producing 
no primocanes. It also can produce long 
primocane laterals and canes are not as 
erect as varieties such as Ouachita. This 
growth habit, plus its huge yield potential 
of season-long large berries, can lead to 
overcropping, evident by the plants hav-
ing almost only berries and few floricane 
leaves. Additionally it has a lower chilling 
requirement than Ouachita, so likely is 
more prone to crop even heavier than 
Ouachita in southern Georgia. The re-
sulting berries on overcropped plants 
are tart and have reduced postharvest 
storage potential. 

This led to me stressing to growers 
to make sure that dormant pruning is 
done on Natchez to shorten laterals on 
primocanes, and not allow long later-
als, or untipped canes, to be retained 
and thus balance crop load. This advice 
seems to have worked well. However 
in the South, Natchez is better adapted 
in Arkansas and the Carolinas, where 
it exhibits better quality and more bal-
anced cropping (this might be due to 
it getting some winter or spring freeze 
injury to reduce crop also), compared 
with overcropping and challenges in 
fruit quality for shipping in the warmer 
Georgia environment. 

Interestingly, this year two grow-
ers contacted me about primocane 
emergence concerns on Ouachita, a 
rare occurrence in my career. Ouachita 

Ouachita planting with almost no primo-
cane emergence in summer, 2018. Note the 
small diameter primocanes on third plant, 
further evidence of possible overcropping 
and reduced primocane strength.
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SOLUTIONS FOR HEALTHY PLANTS  
AND HEALTHY ENVIRONMENTS

GREENHOUSE CLEANER

EXPERT TIPS

Our Crop Technologies team thrives on providing growers with unique alternatives to overcome  
horticultural challenges, to help ensure healthy growing plants and environments.

Contact us at croptech@kemin.com

www.kemin.com/croptech

*Valena™ is currently registered as a non-specialty  
fertilizer in the State of Florida. Other registrations  

have been submitted and are under review. Please  
contact us to discuss registration in your specific state.

SOIL AMENDMENT

VISIT US AT BOOTH #2609

July 14-17 | Columbus, OH

VALENA™ IN THE
NEW PRODUCTS ZONE

NP9a



The BramBle: Newsletter of the North American Raspberry & Blackberry Association, Autumn 2018 9

For example, having fruit into the late 
fall after children go back to school and 
farmers markets start to close may not be 
profitable as local demand shifts to more 
traditional fall fruit crops. Consumers 
may need to be educated in the late fall 
season in cooler regions to assure them 
that the fruit is indeed locally grown. 

Labor considerations have also be-
come more important when choosing va-
rieties. Raspberries are a labor intensive 
crop that cannot hang on the plant after 
they are ready to harvest. Having an ad-
equate labor supply for harvest is a must, 
so choosing varieties that fit into your 
labor availability schedule is extremely 
important. 

Another aspect to consider when 
choosing varieties is pest management 
requirements. Insect pest management 
has become critical with the emergence 
of spotted wing drosophila (Drosophila 
suzukii) in North America. In cooler 
regions, much of the pressure from this 
insect can be avoided by growing flori-
cane varieties that complete the majority 
of their harvest before high populations 
of the insect develop. Late summer/early 

fall primocane varieties fruit in the peak 
reproductive season for SWD and consid-
erations for maximum control must be 
taken into account. Late fall varieties in 
cooler regions experience less pressure as 
temperatures drop at night, but control is 
still critical. 

As you choose, also note the differ-
ent management and harvest seasons of 
the different raspberry types. Raspberry 
varieties are classified as floricane (sum-
mer) or primocane (fall) bearing. A few 
primocane bearing types described as 
everbearing produce a small to interme-
diate fall crop and can be managed in a 
double cropping system. Raspberries are 
naturally biennial with a perennial crown. 
Primocanes grow the first year, go dor-
mant in fall, get chilled in winter, and fruit 
the following summer (the primocanes 
are now called floricanes, which die after 
fruiting). New primocanes are growing 
as the floricanes fruit. Floricane variet-
ies must be selectively pruned during the 
dormant period to thin the fruiting canes 
and remove dead canes for better disease 
management and fruit size. In colder cli-
mates, pruning may be delayed until after 
bud break to evaluate winter damage 
prior to pruning to ensure that healthy 
canes are retained for production. 

Choosing Raspberry 
Varieties   Continued from page 9

Primocane varieties fruit on the first 
year’s growth in the fall of the year. Cur-
rently, primarily red varieties are avail-
able as primocane fruiting types on the 
market; there are a few few yellow and 
black varieties. The strength of fruiting in 
primocane types varies widely from tips-
only on some floricane varieties to nearly 
the whole cane. Primocane varieties are 
generally managed by mowing or prun-
ing to the ground in the spring to allow 
for the new primocanes to grow without 
competition for the next fall crop. When 
double cropping primocane varieties, 
selective pruning is done during the dor-
mant period to remove spent sections of 
canes, weak canes and excess canes. 

Regardless of the varieties you choose, 
having a plan ahead of time is a good idea 
and will help avoid headaches later. Site 
preparation, cover crops, market analysis, 
pest management and labor supply are all 
important aspects to successfully grow-
ing and marketing raspberries. Neglect-
ing any one of these areas can negatively 
impact the success of a new raspberry 
planting. t
Courtney Weber will be a speaker at our 
annual conference in Savannah.

Comments on Arkansas 
Blackberry Varieties
By John R Clark, University of Arkansas
Prime-Ark® 45 – This variety contin-
ues to be the industry workhorse of the 
primocane fruiters in the commercial 
market. Merits are high yields of quality 
berries with very good flavor along with 
good postharvest handling. Primocane 
yields are very high in coastal California 
and other cool climate areas but good 
primocane yields are also being attained 
in North Carolina for the late summer 
to autumn marketing season. Floricane 
cropping is important in Georgia and oth-
er areas also where primocane cropping 
is minimal due to summer heat. Double 
cropping is widely reported. It provides 
and early, high-quality option for flori-
cane fruit. Some reports of red drupelets/
reversion have been made in California 
for primocane berries, and likely is more 
common with higher N rates as well as 
very warm periods during harvest in high 
tunnel production. Reversion in the flori-

cane crop is seldom observed.
Osage – The flavor of Osage continues 
to be a major merit of this variety. Also, 
it has performed better than Ouachita 
in budbreak in the recent unusually low 
chill years in southern Georgia, resulting 
in an estimate of chilling of approximate-
ly 300 hours, lower than thought at time 
of release. Plant health and vigor are 
commonly noted as positive characteris-
tics. Major limitations in use are competi-
tion with Ouachita, and fruit not as firm 
as Ouachita for the shipping market. 
Ouachita – This variety continues as 

the most widely planted of the Arkansas 
thornless floricane fruiters. Its reliable 
production of high-quality berries contin-
ues across the country year after year.
Natchez – Sales of this highly productive 
variety with large berries continue to be 
very strong. In general, it performs best 
in the mid-South. It is not as successful 
for the shipping market in deep South 
areas such as Georgia. It tends to overcrop 
,particularly in the deep South, leading 
to reduced shipping quality and plant 
vigor. In areas such as North Carolina 
and Arkansas, and similar climates, it can 
be among the best berries one can grow. 
Interestingly, a recent consumer study 
in Arkansas found it to be preferred over 
Ouachita; this is likely due to the berries 
being produced by balanced cropped 
plants that allowed good sweetness and a 
full aromatic flavor profile to be attained. 
Prime-Ark® Traveler – This thorn less,
primocane fruiter continues to be a high 
quality berry, and is being used in the 
South for floricane and primocane fruit-

Natchez blackberry

continued on page 15
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giumarra.com  •  naturespartner.com

Join our close-knit family
of the best growers in the world

Your Partner for Excellent Service

Giumarra offers world class logistics, transportation, 
and marketing services to a select group of very 
special growers from around the globe.

To find out more about how to join the Giumarra 
family, please contact Tom Richardson at 
323.415.8330 or trichardson@giumarra.com or Alan 
Abé at 610.268.0286 or aabe@giumarra.com.
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Continued on page 15 

European Raspberries at 
Nourse Farms
At Nourse Farms, we continue to be ex-
cited about three primocane raspberry 
varieties introduced by Advanced Berry 
Breeding in the Netherlands – Imara, 
Kweli and Kwanza. Imara is the earliest of 
the three varieties with production falling 
shortly after Polka. Fruit quality is very 
good with large, conical, and easy-to-pick 
berries. Kweli is an excellent shipping 
berry for the mid-season with round-
shaped fruit that can have a shelf life of 
ten days or more. Kwanza is the latest of 
the three varieties with large, bright red 
raspberry color fruit that is easy to pick 
with a good shelf life. Each of these variet-
ies has shown, not only in our produc-
tion at Nourse Farms but with growers 
throughout the country, to be highly pro-
ductive with excellent quality fruit. t 

West Meets East with 
Promising New Thornless 
Blackberry Cultivars 
By Chad E. Finn, USDA-ARS, Corvallis, OR 
Eclipse, Galaxy, and Twilight are new 
thornless semi-erect cultivars that are 
promising for both eastern and west-
ern North America. These cultivars offer 
terrific earliness in berries that are firm, 
tough skinned, and a delight to eat!

For many years, the USDA-ARS/Or-
egon State University collaborative effort 
focused almost exclusively on trailing 
blackberries (e.g. Black Diamond, Colum-
bia Star, and Marion) that were best suited 
for Mediterranean climates similar to 
those found in the Pacific Northwest and 
parts of California. But in the 1990s, we 
crossed Kotata or promising trailing selec-
tions with the eastern Navaho variety ex-
pecting to get mostly sterile offspring due 
to chromosome number differences. Lo 

New Crimson Treasure  
Primocane Raspberry  
Crimson Treasure, the latest release 
from Cornell University’s berry breed-
ing program, is available for spring 2019 
planting. The new primocane fruiting 
raspberry is high-yielding, with larger 
fruit than traditional varieties grown in 
the region. While the well-known Heri-
tage raspberry produces fruit of approxi-
mately 2.5 grams, Crimson Treasure pro-
duces berries twice as large – averaging 
4-6 grams. Selected in 2012 and tested 
as NY12-30, Crimson Treasure produces 
bright red, conic fruit that holds its color 
and eating quality well during storage. 
It produces for an extended period from 
late August through October in New York 
on upright, highly branched canes that 

carry high crop loads. 
The new variety is the handiwork of 

berry breeder Courtney Weber, associ-
ate professor in the College of Agricul-
ture and Life Sciences, based in Geneva, 
NY. [and also a NARBA board member]. 

This is the third Cornell raspberry in the 
“Crimson” series, following Crimson Giant 
and Crimson Night. Cornell’s berry breed-
ing program is the oldest in the country 
and the university’s varieties are grown 
all over the world. Crimson Treasure has 
been planted in trials in New York, Cali-
fornia, Mexico and the European Union. 
The berry program works with commer-
cial partners across North America, in 
Morocco, Spain and Portugal to develop 
varieties for a wide range of stakeholders. 

Tissue-culture plug plants of Crimson 
Treasure raspberry can be pre-ordered for 
spring 2019 from North American Plants 
(see Nursery List on pages 12-13) and 
possibly other nurseries as well. t  

If you have questions about the variety 
or licensing opportunities, contact Courtney 
at caw34@cornell.edu or 315-787-2395.

and behold, we got some really nice fertile 
selections. These in turn were crossed 
to semi-erect cultivars like Triple Crown 
leading to the cultivars Eclipse and Galaxy, 
and a selection (ORUS 2867-4) that when 
crossed with Ouachita produced Twilight. 
So while these three new cultivars grow 
mostly like the semi-erect cultivar Triple 
Crown, they have a mix of all three types 
grown in North America. 

Eclipse [(Navaho x ORUS 1122-1) x 
Triple Crown] - This thornless cultivar 
produces a large, vigorous plant that is 
more erect in habit than Triple Crown 
or Chester Thornless. The most impor-
tant characteristics of this cultivar are its 
early ripening and excellent fruit quality, 
particularly flavor and firmness. While 
Eclipse ripens later than most western 
trailing cultivars, it ripens with or ahead 
of Navaho and Loch Ness and 10-14 days 
before Triple Crown. The fruit are medium 
sized (6.5 g), comparable to or larger than 
Chester Thornless (5.7 g) but smaller than 
Triple Crown (7.5 g). Fruit firmness was 
rated similar to Chester Thornless and 
much firmer than Triple Crown. In stor-
age trials by a commercial packer, Eclipse 
fruit were rated similar in overall qual-
ity after cold storage to Von, much better 
than Triple Crown, and slightly less than 
Chester Thornless. In Oregon, Eclipse has 
had far less heat/UV damage than Chester 
Thornless and Triple Crown, even during 
this past summer, which was much hotter 
than a typical Oregon summer, and in Cali-

Crimson Treasure raspberry

Imara raspberry Eclipse blackberry  
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2018-2019 NARBA Raspberry & Blackberry Nursery List 
Indiana Berry & Plant Co. – 2811 Michi-
gan Road, Plymouth, IN 46563, Karla 
Simmons, ksimmons@indianaberry.com, 
800-295-2226, www.indianaberry.com
Kriegers Wholesale Nursery – P.O. Box 
116, Bridgman, MI 49106, Mark, Jame, 
and Marilyn Krieger, office@kriegers 
nursery.com, 269-465-5522, www.krieg-
ersnursery.com or www.berryplants.com 
Magnolia Gardens Nursery, 18810 
Turtle Creek Lane, Magnolia, TX 77355, 
Rachel Allphin, RachelA@Magnoliagar-
dens.com, 800-753-8098, www.MGNLin-
ers.com
North American Plants – 9375 SE War-
mington Road, McMinnville, OR 97128, 
Randy Murphy, wmrmurphy@naplants.
com, 503-687-3128, www.naplants.com 
Northwest Plant Company – 8021 
Woodland Rd., Ferndale, WA 98248, Julie 
Enfield, Julie.enfield@nwplant.com, 360-
354-2919, www.nwplant.com 
Nourse Farms Inc. – 41 River Rd., South 
Deerfield, MA 01373, Tim Nourse, Anne 
Kowaleck, tnourse@noursefarms.com or 
akowaleck@noursefarms.com, 413-665-
2658, www.noursefarms.com 

Planamerica S. de R.L. de C.V. – Avenida 
Chapalita 1096, Campo de Polo Chapalita, 
Guadalajara, Jalisco 44500, Mexico, Ca-
jeme Argote, cajeme.argote@planamerica.
mx, informacion@planamerica.mx, +52-
1-351-107-7424, http://planamerica.mx 
Spooner Farms, Inc. – 9710 SR 162 E, 
Puyallup, WA 98374, info@spoonerfarms.
com, 253-845-5519, www.spoonerfarms.
com 

Agri-Starts, Inc. – 1728 Kelly Park Rd., 
Apopka, FL 32712, Johnny Hoblick, john@
agristarts.com, 407-889-8055, www.
agristarts.com
W &  J Awald Farms, Inc. – 10175 Mile-
block Rd,, N. Collins, NY 14111, Wes & 
Jamie Awald, wnjawald@roadrunner.com, 
877-867-5679, www.awaldfarms.com 
Berries Unlimited – 807 Cedar Lane, 
Prairie Grove, AR 72753, Hare Stuart,  
berriesunlimitedusa@gmail.com, 479-
846-6030, www.berriesunlimited.com
Boston Mountain Nursery – P.O. Box 
308, 20189 North Hwy. 71, Mountain-
burg, AR 72946, Gary Pense, Sr., boston-
mountainnurseries@centurylink.net, 
479-369-2007, www.alcasoft.com/bos-
tonmountain

Tips for ordering plants 
Plan what you want/need, considering mar-
kets, ripening dates, existing plantings, etc.
Do your research on variety characteristics, 
best plant type (plugs, roots, bare root, etc.) 
for your needs and situation, regional recom-
mendations and experiences.
Order early to assure availability of the variet-
ies and plant types you want. 
Inspect plants on arrival to see if they are 
healthy looking and up to the standard grade. 
Contact the nursery if you have questions or 
see problems.

Nursery Types of Sales Types of 
Plants Blackberry Cultivars Raspberry Cultivars Other Nursery 

Offerings
Agri-Starts, Inc. Commercial growers, 

wholesale only. Web 
catalog. 

Tissue-
culture 
propagated 
72 cell pack 
liners

Apache, Arapaho, Brazos, Chester, Kiowa, 
Natchez, Navaho, Osage, Ouachita, Prime-
Ark 45, Prime-Ark Freedom, Prime-Ark 
Traveler, Snowbank, Sweetie Pie, Triple 
Crown, Von   Hybrids: Boysen

Red: Caroline, Nantahala 
Purple: Glencoe, Mysore, 
Gold: Fallgold

Blueberries,figs, hops, 
muscadines, aronia, 
ginger, olives, kiwi, 

W & J Awald 
Farms, Inc.

Commercial growers, 
gardeners, wholesale. 
Web/print catalogs

Bare root 
canes

Arapaho, Chester, Natchez, Navaho, Triple 
Crown

Red: Boyne, Canby, Caroline, Crimson Giant, 
Crimson Night, Encore, Heritage, Killarney, 
Latham, Nova, Prelude  Purple: Royalty  
Gold: Double Gold, Fallgold   
Black: Bristol, Cumberland, Jewel, Mac Black   

Grapevines, currants

Berries 
Unlimited

Wholesale, commercial 
growers, gardeners. Web 
catalog for home garden-
ers; contact for larger 
quantity pricing

Plugs; Pot-
ted plants

Apache, Arapaho, Black Diamond, Brazos, 
Chester, Columbia Star, Hull, Kiowa, Nat-
chez, Navaho, Osage, Ouachita, Prime-Ark 
45, Prime-Ark Freedom, Prime-Ark Trav-
eler, Sweetie Pie, Triple Crown, Tupi, Von  
Hybrids: Boysen

Red: Dormanred, Heritage, Nantahala, Polka, 
Prelude, Rudi Red, Tulameen, Ukee  
Gold: Amber, Fallgold 
Black: Bristol, Cumberland, Jewel 

Blueberries, honey-
berries, exotic fruits

Boston Moun-
tain Nursery

Wholesale, commercial 
growers, gardeners.
Web/print catalogs

Bare root 
canes, pot-
ted plants

Apache, Arapaho, Natchez, Osage, 
Ouachita, Prime-Ark 45, Prime-Ark 
Freedom, Prime-Ark Traveler, Triple Crown, 
Tupi

Red: Boyne, Caroline, Dormanred, Heritage, 
Josephine, Nova, Prelude  
Gold: Fallgold  
Black: Cumberland        

Grapes, blueberries,
figs, goji, elderberries

This list includes the raspberry and black-
berry caneberry nursery suppliers who are 
members of the North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Association as of September 
6, 2018. Please send changes or corrections 
to the NARBA office. 



The BramBle: Newsletter of the North American Raspberry & Blackberry Association, Autumn 2018 13

 R E S E A R C H   R E P O R T Portable grit applica-
tor in use in trans-
planted raspberry at 
WCROC. Photo taken 
in early June 2017.

Nursery Types of Sales Types of 
Plants Blackberry Cultivars Raspberry Cultivars Other Nursery 

Offerings
Indiana Berry & 
Plant Co.

Commercial growers, 
gardeners. Web/print 
catalogs

Bare root 
canes

Apache, Arapaho, Kiowa, Natchez, 
Navaho, Osage, Ouachita, Prime-Ark 45, 
Prime-Ark Freedom, Prime-Ark Traveler, 
Shawnee, Triple Crown, Von 

Red: Boyne, Canby, Caroline, Crimson Night,
Encore, Heritage, K-81-6, Killarney, Nantahala, 
Nova, Polana, Prelude   
Purple: Brandywine, Royalty  
Gold: Anne, Double Gold, Fallgold   
Black: Bristol, Jewel, Niwot, Mac Black 

Strawberries, 
currants, grapes, 
blueberries, rhubarb, 
asparagus, more

Kriegers Whole-
sale Nursery

Commercial growers, 
wholesale, gardeners. 
Web/print catalogs

Bare root & 
potted plants

Arapaho, Chester, Darrow, Hull, 
Triple Crown

Red: Autumn Bliss, Heritage, Latham, 
Mammoth Red, September   
Purple: Brandywine, Royalty  
Gold: Fallgold
Black: Bristol, Cumberland, Jewel, New Logan

Blueberries, strawber-
ries, gooseberries, 
currants, grapes, 
asparagus, rhubarb, 
hops, Jostaberry

Magnolia Gar-
dens Nursery

Commercial growers, 
wholesale, custom grown 
to order
Web catalog

Stage 3 & 
rooted liners

Apache, Black Diamond, Chester, Colum-
bia Star, Loch Ness, Marion, Metolius, Nat-
chez, Obsidian, Ouachita, Prime-Ark 45, 
Prime-Ark Freedom, Prime-Ark Traveler, 
Triple Crown   Hybrids: Boysen 

Red: Autumn Bliss, Meeker Sugar cane, ornamen-
tal shrubs, grasses, 
perennial plants

North American 
Plants

Commercial growers, 
wholesale. 
No inventory; plants 
grown to order only
Web catalog

Plugs Apache, Arapaho, Black Diamond, Black 
Satin, Chester, Columbia Giant, Columbia 
Star, Columbia Sunrise, Eclipse, Galaxy, 
Hall’s Beauty, Hull, Kotata, Loch Ness, 
Marion, Natchez, Navaho, Newberry, 
Obsidian, Olallie, Onyx, Osage, Ouachita, 
Prime-Ark 45, Prime-Ark Freedom, Prime-
Ark Traveler, Sylvan, Triple Crown, Tupi, 
Twilight, Wild Treasure   Hybrids: Boysen, 
Thornless Boysen, Logan, Tay 

Red: Amity, Autumn Bliss, Canby, Caroline, 
Cascade Bounty, Cascade Dawn, Cascade 
Delight, Cascade Harvest, Crimson Giant, 
Crimson Night, Crimson Treasure, Heritage, 
Kokanee, Lewis, Meeker, Nantahala, Nova, 
Tulameen, Vintage   
Gold: Double Gold, Fallgold, Honey Queen     
Black: Bristol, Jewel, Munger

Blueberries, nut & 
fruit trees, shrubs, 
perennials

Northwest Plant 
Company

Commercial growers; 
grown to order only. Web 
catalog

BB: Plugs 
Rasp: roots, 
bare root
canes, plugs

Black Diamond, Columbia Sunrise, 
Columbia Giant, Columbia Star, Everthorn-
less, Hall’s Beauty, Marion, Obsidian, Triple 
Crown, Wild Treasure   Hybrids: Boysen-
berry, Loganberry, Tayberry

Red: Cascade Bounty, Cascade Delight, 
Cascade Harvest, Chemainus, Meeker, Rudi, 
Saanich, Squamish, Tulameen, Wakefield, 
Wakehaven ‘NN08002‘ 
Black: Munger, Bristol, Jewel

Nourse Farms 
Inc.

Commercial growers, 
wholesale, gardeners. 
Web/print catalogs

Bare root
canes, plugs,
nursery ma-
ture, roots

Chester, Natchez, Osage, Prime-Ark Free-
dom, Prime-Ark Jim, Prime-Ark Traveler, 
Ouachita, Triple Crown 

Red: Boyne, BP-1, Caroline, Eden, Encore,
Heritage, Himbo Top, Imara, Killarney, 
Kwanza, Kweli, Latham, Nova, Polana, Polka, 
Prelude  Gold: Anne, Double Gold  
Purple:  Royalty  
Black: Bristol, Jewel, Mac Black, Niwot

Strawberries, cur-
rants, gooseberries, 
blueberries, rhubarb, 
more

Planamerica Wholesale, commercial 
growers & custom grown 
to order

BB: plugs, 
Rasp: plugs   
& roots

Tupi Red: Adelita (club sales only), Lupita Strawberries,
blueberries

Spooner Farms, 
Inc.

Commercial growers, 
wholesale, gardeners 
Web catalog

Bare root 
canes, roots

No blackberries Red: Autumn Britten, Caroline, Cascade De-
light, Cascade Harvest, Chemainus, Meeker, 
Squamish, Tulameen

Please note: Availability of specific varieties may change. Updates, corrections, comments, and suggestions are welcome. 
Additional nurseries which wish to be listed are invited to join the North American Raspberry & Blackberry Association. Please contact NARBA for more information.
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I N D U S T R Y  &  P O L I C Y
  N E W S

www.gearmore.com

This Venturi Air Sprayer features the latest technology 
in low volume spraying. Berry growers achieve the 
following bene ts:  better coverage from a smaller and 
more uniform droplet size, less  ll-ups, less wasted 
chemical, and lower maintenance costs. This special 
narrow sprayer was developed for low horsepower 
tractors operating in Hoop houses.

This Venturi Air Sprayer also features the same 
technology but for higher horsepower tractors. The fog 
sized droplets insures total plant coverage. The special 
16 nozzle distributor head gives total foliage coverage 
including the underside of  leaves. If  your tractor has 
enough PTO horsepower, we recommend the P50 due 
to the density of  the foliage.

MODEL P42 w/12 Nozzles
Minimum HP: 18 H.P.
Overall Width: 38"
Capacity: 75 Gallon

MODEL P50 w/16 Nozzles
Minimum HP: 45 H.P.
Overall Width: 44"
Capacity: 100 Gallon

VENTURI AIR 
SPRAYERS

13477 Benson Ave. - Chino, CA 91710 - Ph:  909/548-4848 - Fax:  909/548-4747

AFFORDABLE
QUALITY

SPRAYERS
For Caneberries and Blueberries
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fornia’s Central Valley in heat up to 109°F! 
Eclipse had moderate yields (13-16 lbs./
plant), compared to Triple Crown (20-25 
lbs./plant) and Chester Thornless (17-24 
lbs./plant). You will not grow Eclipse for 
huge yields, but rather for its early crop of 
firm, delightfully flavored berries and very 
good yields.

Galaxy [(Navaho x ORUS 1122-1) 
x Triple Crown]- As Galaxy is a sibling 
of Eclipse it is not surprising that it has 
many traits in common. Galaxy is vigor-
ous with a semi-erect thornless habit that 
it is less upright than Eclipse and Triple 
Crown. As with Eclipse, the fruit are early 
ripening with excellent fruit quality. Galaxy 
ripens with Eclipse and Loch Ness ahead 
of Triple Crown and Chester Thornless. In 
Arkansas, Galaxy ripened with or a little 
earlier than Ouachita. The fruit are large 
(7.5 g), larger than Chester Thornless (5.7 
g) and Navaho (5.7 g) and comparable 
to Triple Crown (7.5 g). At maturity, the 
fruit rate similarly to Navaho and Chester 
Thornless for firmness, and firmer than 
Triple Crown. Galaxy fruit are blocky conic 
to barrel shape, with more uniformly 
sized, shaped and arranged drupelets than 
fruit of Navaho but not as nice as those of 
Eclipse. In commercial storage trials, Gal-
axy fruit were rated similarly to Chester 
Thornless and better than Von or Triple 
Crown. As with Eclipse, in Oregon, Galaxy 
has had far less heat/UV damage than 
Chester Thornless and Triple Crown in 
hot Oregon and California’s Central Valley 
conditions. Galaxy had moderate yields 
(15-18 lbs./plant), comparable or greater 
than Navaho (10-20 lbs./plant). You will 
not grow Galaxy for monstrous yields, 
but rather for its early crop of firm, large, 
sweet berries and very good yields.

Galaxy and Eclipse both are among 
the earliest ripening semi-erect type 
cultivars available (comparable to Loch 
Ness), have very firm fruit with good skin 
toughness that taste great and store well 
as fresh fruit. The main difference is that 
Eclipse fruit are more uniformly shaped 
but smaller while Galaxy are less uniform, 
lumpier, and larger. Eclipse plants are 
very erect, which may allow more grower 
manipulation of canes through timing of 
tipping.

Twilight, [Ouachita x [Triple Crown 
x (Navaho x ORUS 1122-1)]) – Twilight 
is also thornless with a vigorous semi-
erect habit. Twilight for us is viewed as a 
replacement for Triple Crown. While we 
love to eat Triple Crown, we have a hard 
time shipping this even as far as farm-
ers markets without it bleeding to death! 
The midpoint of harvest for Twilight is 
relatively early for erect/semi-erect types. 
It is 3-4 weeks later than the standard 
trailing blackberries (i.e., Black Diamond, 
Columbia Star and Marion), only 4 days 
later than the semi-erects Eclipse and Von, 
and 10-14 days earlier than the semi-
erects Triple Crown and Chester Thorn-
less. Twilight fruit is a blocky-conical 
shape, similar to Eclipse, and are more 
uniform in size, shape, and arrangement 
of drupelets than Triple Crown or Chester 
Thornless. Twilight fruit are large (8.7 g), 
comparable to Triple Crown (8.1 g), and 
larger than Chester Thornless (6.3 g) or 
Eclipse (6.4 g). The fruit are a very glossy 
black. Whether due to earlier ripening 
or genetic differences, the fruit has had 
less incidence of UV/heat damage than 
Chester Thornless. At maturity, the fruit 
rate firmer than those of Triple Crown 
and Chester Thornless. The resistance of 
the drupelet skin to tearing (“skin tough-
ness”) is higher for Twilight than Eclipse 
or Chester Thornless and much higher 
than for Triple Crown. The flavor of Twi-

light fruit in the field was rated excellent, 
much better than Chester Thornless and 
comparable to Triple Crown and Eclipse. 
In informal fresh storage trials with a 
commercial packer, after 14 days in refrig-
erated storage in a clamshell, Twilight was 
scored similar to Chester Thornless, bet-
ter than Eclipse and Von and much better 
than Triple Crown. 

While none of these have been tested 
in extremely cold environments, in the 
Pacific Northwest they have had no winter 
injury after winters that dropped for a 
night to -4°F and for multiple nights in a 
row to 5-7°F.

We would love you to trial any or all 
of these. Clean planting stock has been 
shipped to commercial wholesale nurser-
ies and if orders are placed this fall, could 
be available as plug plants next spring. We 
are very excited to hear any feedback on 
how these have worked for you. Please let 
us know if you have any questions! t
Chad Finn will be a speaker at our  
annual conference in Savannah.

ing. It is one of the most reliable primo-
cane-fruiters in Arkansas trials. Berries 
are sweet and sub-acid with good firm-
ness. However, in California, the yields 
have not achieved those of Prime-Ark® 
45, and this has been disappointing to 
growers. 

Prime-Ark® Freedom – This variety, 
targeted for the home garden and local 
sales markets, is a strong seller. It pro-
duces large berries on thornless canes for 
both floricane and primocane crops. It is 
not promoted for shipping as it does not 
attain the firmness required for this use. 
Pick-your-own or local sales have been 
reported to be positive uses of this vari-
ety. It ripens very early on both floricanes 
and primocanes. It appears to be very 
low chilling on the floricanes, possibly as 
low as 100 hours; thus is a consideration 
for growing in Florida or other low chill 
areas. Yields are moderate and not to the 
level of other primocane fruiters (either 
crop) in Arkansas, and in high summer 
heat it will often produce double berries 
on primocanes. t
John Clark will be a speaker at our  
annual conference in Savannah.

West Meets East Blackberry 
Cultivars  Continued from page 11

Galaxy blackberry

Arkansas Varieties
Continued from page 9

Twilight blackberry
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Treasurer - Chris Eckert, Eckert Or-
chards Inc., 951 South Greenmount Road, 
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eckert@eckerts.com
Executive Secretary - Debby Wechsler, 
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VA, WV) Pierson Geyer, Agriberry Farm, 
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rcbarnes@trellisgrowingsystems.com 
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Chandler@ncsu.edu 
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MO, 65807, 417-881-8909, byerspl@
missouri.edu  
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Working together to promote 
the production and marketing 
of raspberries and blackberries.

Seeking Executive Council 
Nominations
Elections for four seats in NARBA’s Ex-
ecutive Council (its Board of Directors) 
will be held at our annual meeting on 
January 10 at the conference in Savan-
nah. The open seats will be:

Region 3 (Mid-Atlantic)
Region 4 (Midwest, east)
Region 5 (South)
Region 8 Mexico)

See the list of current EC members 
to left to see exactly what states each 
region includes. 

The EC sets policies and directions 
for NARBA and provides oversight to 
its activities and finances. EC members 
have 4-5 meetings by phone and one 
face-to-face meeting at the confer-
ence each year. If you are interested in 
nominating someone to any of these 
seats – including volunteering yourself 
– please contact any current member 
of the EC or the NARBA office. 


