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Make plans to attend NARBA’s 2014 
conference! It will be held January 27-29 
in Hershey, PA, in association with the 
Mid-Atlantic Fruit & Vegetable Conven-
tion (MAFVC). NARBA last met with 
MAFVC in 2008; those who attended 
will remember a large trade show, an 
excellent conference... and the smell of 
chocolate wafting through the Hershey 
Lodge. 

Program planning is well underway, 
though a number of details still need to 
be ironed out and confirmed. Here are the 
tentative schedule and some highlights:

 Monday, January 27:  In the morn-
ing, a Caneberry ABCs workshop, for 
new growers, potential growers, and 
those in their first year or two of pro-
duction, tentatively led by the highly 
skilled team of Marvin Pritts and Cathy 
Heidenreich from Cornell, with concur-
rent sessions for experienced growers, 
primarily roundtable discussions that 
draw on the expertise and experiences of 
these growers.  This will be followed by 
the NARBA Annual Meeting Luncheon 

North AmericAN rAspberry & 
blAckberry coNfereNce 2014

Field Reports 
This issue, instead of a “Briefly Speaking 
letter from NARBA’s president, we feature 
reports from most of NARBA Executive 
Council (and a few others) contributed in 
early September. 

Bruce Smith, Region 2, Westmoreland, 
NH: This year’s raspberry crop has been 
the worst ever. Our summer-bearing vari-
eties were impacted by rain almost every 
day during April, May, and June. We 
estimate that we lost 60% of our summer 
crop. Besides rain most days, we have 
also been impacted by SWD. Our fall 
raspberries have also been hurt by rain.  
Again it has rained every day, but in larg-
er amounts, like 2 to 3 inches at a time. 
When we are able to pick, sales results 
have been excellent!  We sell our half-
pints for $3.50 or 2 for $6.50.  We expect 
to pick fall berries through September.  
Any berries not sold are frozen and sold 
to a winery that produces a raspberry 
cordial with our farm name on the label.  
It is an excellent revenue source with no 
wasted berries!

Fred Koenigshoef, Region 3, Coloma, 
MI: Labor has been the biggest challenge 
for us this year. I’m about six people 
short, and some of the larger fruit and 
vegetable growers are down as many as 
50. There just seem to be fewer workers 
showing up. I’m thinking it’s the in-
creased border security or they are stay-
ing in Florida, afraid to travel through 
Georgia or Alabama where they might be 
harassed. 

SWD has been a real challenge this 
year. We’re spraying as often as every 4-5 
days, and haven’t had complaints, but we 
have a big spray bill to go with it. Some 
customers who want to buy organic are 
suddenly not so keen on organic after 
they find infested berries. But overall, it’s 
been going reasonably well. 

Region 4, Fred Finney, Wooster, OH: It 
has been a busy summer/early fall sea-
son. The raspberries were in good supply 
in this area with prices about the same 

and additional educational sessions in the 
afternoon; topics include Black Rasp-
berry Production and Research, Practical 
GAPS for PYO and Direct Marketers, 
and Experiences with the RCA trellis and 
other trellising options.

Tuesday, January 28: Kathy Dem-
chak of Penn State University is organiz-
ing a full-day tour of farms and markets 
in the region. Those who choose not to do 
the tour can explore the trade show and 
a wide variety of educational sessions on 
vegetables, herbs, tree fruit and more.

Wednesday, January 29: A full day 
of caneberry topics, including an inten-
sive session on managing SWD and other 
invasive pests, an update on blackberry 
breeding by Dr. John R Clark, and a 
“grower spotlight” on one of Pennsylva-
nia’s young berry growers. 

Thursday, January 30: No caneber-
ry sessions but many MAFVC sessions 
on other berries and much more. t

Find further information and impor-
tant links at www.raspberryblackberry.
com (link on home page).  

The Hershey Lodge, site of our upcoming conference. We know the picture is in summ-
mer and we’ll be there in January... but it’s a very nice facility!continued next page
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as last year, at $3-4/pint wholesale and 
$4-5/pint retail. Pick-your-own was up a 
little in this area to $2.75-3.50/lb. 

Blackberries were abundant and start-
ed out where raspberries left off, but soon 
became very plentiful. Mid-season prices 
fell to less than $1.00 pint wholesale for 
a short time. They came back up to about 
normal. Many small growers are finding 
out the hard way that SWD is something 
to deal with and many either quit sales or 
picking because of SWD. Those growers 
that were on a regular spray program had 
little damaged fruit. 

The fall red raspberries are finding 
the same situation as blackberries; if you 
have a regular spray program then you are 
okay. If you chose not to spray or monitor 
for SWD, then you have a problem. 

Lee Matteson, Region 6, Nevada, IA: 
Here in Iowa it has been dry for the past 
two months without rain. The red rasp-
berries didn’t grow back well from last 
years drought so the summer crop was 
small. The fall crop didn’t do much of 
anything since we haven’t had any sum-
mer rains. We did have an excellent black 
raspberry crop this year with really good 
yields.  Our blackberries were nice at the 
start but then the 100º heat for two weeks 
finished those off, too.  I have seen SWD 
in the late raspberries and blackberries, 
so it is here in Iowa now. Other than that 
I think it has been an okay year and hope 
for more rain soon.

Nathan Milburn, NARBA President, 
Elkton, MD: This is a really busy time 
for us with apples, peaches, and fall ber-
ries. Though we’re seeing a lot of BMSB 
damage in apples, there’s much less of a 
problem in the berries, probably because 
we’re working so hard to control SWD 
– we’re doing the full regimen, spraying 
every 5-7 days and alternating products. 
We’ve only had one or two complaints. 
Each has taken about a 20-minute phone 
call. That’s time I don’t really have to 
spare, but it is worth it, as these are 
long-time customers, and if they started 
spreading the word on Facebook or some-
thing, it could blow up quick. We offer 
their money back or replacement berries, 
or we offer to substitute apples this fall if 

Continued from previous page.

E V E N T S
December 5-6 — Third Annual Lynden 
Ag Show and Washington Small Fruit 
Conference, in Lynden, WA. For more 
information visit http://whatcom.wsu.
edu/ag/edu/sfc/.

January 9-10, 2014 – Caneberry Re-
gional Conference, as part of the South-
east Regional Fruit & Vegetable Confer-
ence in Savannah, GA. See page 6.

January 27-29, 2014 – NARBA’s An-
nual Conference, in conjuction with the 
Mid-Atlantic Fruit and Vegetable Confer-
ence (Jan 27-30), Hershey, PA. See page 
1; Mark your calendar!

June 18-25, 2015 – 11th Interna-
tional Rubus & Ribes Symposium, in 
Asheville, NC, June 21-25, with precon-
ference tour to farms and research sites 
June 18-20. For more info, contact gina_
fernandez@ncsu.edu. 

 

they don’t want more berries. 
The less you say about spraying, the 

better. I try to play the sympathy card, 
and I tell them “I’m just not going to 
spray as many times as they say,” that 
some farmers have even decided to plow 
under their crops. I suggest they look up 
SWD and learn more, and I change the 
subject and talk about stink bugs, and 
how these are both invasive pests brought 
in by today’s global marketplace, and by 
the time we get off the phone, they’re 
thinking more about how tough it is to be 
a farmer than the worms in their berries.

Region 6, Marvin Williams, Enigma, 
GA: We fought the rain for most of the 
year; we were spraying every 5-7 days for 
SWD and probably lost the last 15-20% 
of the crop to SWD, especially grow-
ers who had the later varieties. The rain 
didn’t help, and as the season progresses 
there was more overripe fruit helping 
support the SWD population. Pricewise 
this year was acceptable, though our 
costs for packaging went up. Most of our 
crop goes wholesale but we sold some 
direct to the public. One of our farms had 
someone picking the fully ripe super-
large Natchez berries that don’t fit well 
in clamshells, and they sold them for 
$20-25/gallon to people they knew in the 
community, especially at the hospital.

We field pack into clamshells, but 
have a crew of 6-8 teenagers checking 
the weight of each clamshell and grading 
out any with leaky berries. We sold these 
for $10-11/gallon to anyone who came by 
as “jelly berries.” Though they might use 
them for anything, they were just too ripe 
to ship. While we only move a small part 
of our 40-acre crop direct to the public, 
there’s nothing quite as satisfying as sell-
ing to someone who will personally enjoy 
them. If I could I’d sell everything “from 
my field to your table.”

Pierson Geyer, Region 7, Hanover, 
Virginia: We have been harvesting two 
separate sites of red raspberries, totaling 
6 acres, this season, in addition to our 
primary 6-acre blackberry field. Having 
multiple harvest sites has been a chal-
lenge in splitting labor and managing 
field integrity. This season has been very 
wet and cool, and while this creates tough 
conditions for the fruit, our plant material 
has been very vigorous in response. 

Field Reports 
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Notice to Members: 
Call For Executive 
Council and Awards 
Nominations
Elections for seats on the Executive 
Council, NARBA’s board of direc-
tors, will be held at NARBA’s annual 
meeting at our annual conference 
in January, 2014. The seats for four 
Regional Representatives and at least 
one At-large Representative are open 
for election. Regions with open seats: 
Region 2 (CT, NH, MA, ME, RI & VT) 
Region 4 (DE, MD, OH & WV) 
Region 6 (AR, IA, IN, IL, KS, MN, 
MO, ND, OK, SD, NE & WI) 
Region 8 (AK, AZ, CA, CO, ID, HA, 
MT, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY,  Mexico & 
Central/South America)

Region 2 representative Bruce 
Smith and Region 6 representative 
Fred Finney are eligible to serve a 
second term (if willing), but Region 4 
representative Lee Matteson, Region 
8 representative Randy Honcoop, 
and both at-large members, Andrew 
Maiman and Eric Pond, have served 
two terms already and by our bylaws 
are not eligiible to serve again. 

EC Members serve two-year terms 
and can serve up to two consecutive 
terms. There is one face-to-face meeting 
annually at the conference; the rest of 
the year, the EC operates via conference 
call and email. Feel free to put your 
own name forward; serving on the EC 
is a good way to serve this organiza-
tion, to learn about your industry, and 
to influence its future.

Awards Nominations – This will 
be the fifth year for our “Outstanding 
berry person” award, which can to a 
grower, marketer, researcher, or other 
industry leader. Previous awards went 
to Ervin Lineberger (NC grower), 
Marvin Pritts (NY extension), and 
John Clark (AR blackberry breeder), 
and Mark Bolda (CA Extension). 
Who would be good for 2014?

To make a nomination please con-
tact any member of the current Ex-
ecutive Council or the NARBA office 
by December 1.

The harvest itself was much later than 
last year’s very early harvests due to the 
weather. We began picking red raspber-
ries on June 11 and blackberries weren’t 
ready until the following week, nearly 
three weeks later than last year,. We 
began the season by keeping the fields 
as clean as possible to help delay SWD 
onset, with decent success. Our harvest 
seemed more concentrated as the sum-
mer heated up and varieties that usually 
had more time between them stacked on 
top of each other. This meant our pick-
ing schedule fell a bit behind, though our 
harvest numbers were excellent.

 August brought the start of our late 
-variety Chester blackberries, but many 
of our mid-July varieties were still push-
ing plenty of fruit. We were also los-
ing a large portion of our picking crew 
since we employ lots of college and high 
school students. We faced a tough two 
weeks with high fruit density, result-
ing in overripe fruit and an increase in 
SWD pressure. Now that Chester has 
settled out and our fall labor crew is 
in line we are back on top of a regular 
picking schedule and even finding time 
to do some much-needed plant mainte-
nance. Mother Nature certainly provides 
exquisite challenges and rewards and I 
look forward to continuing this season’s 
harvest and can’t wait to see what next 
season brings! 

Ervin Lineberger, in Region 7, Kings 
Mountain, NC: We started the year with 
high expectations – it looked like the best 
crop ever – and went from that to “Let 
this summer be over with.” I think black-
berries did as well as they could under 
the conditions, but soft berries and how 
to market them were major problems. 
The blackberries seemed to adapt to the 
wet conditions as long as we kept the 
fungicides on them, but it was a prob-
lem having enough picking time to keep 
caught up. 

I remember from our discussions 
on the proposed blackberry research 
and promotion program the concerns of 
growers that their marketers did not have 
the industry’s best interests at heart, and 
this year some companies kept import-
ing berries all summer (from Guate-
mala), which kept prices down. Prices 
for other crops spiked due to the weather 

but blackberries did not because of this 
alternative from another region. If Gua-
temalan producers are able start creating 
a higher quality product – or buyers con-
tinue to choose an inferior product at a 
lower price – our price will never be back 
up. There is still a need for the industry 
to get together and talk these issues out. 

Through all of this, I have seen in-
creasing demand from consumers. There 
is a genuine and sincere desire for fresh 
blackberries, especially if locally grown. 
I wish I had sold to local chains, as I 
would then have been able to put a much 
better quality berry out there. Instead the 
berries were hauled all over the country 
and there were quality issues. The other 
major issue is SWD. We are seeing more 
and more damage every year, and having 
to spray a lot, and a lot of growers are not 
getting a handle on it. I have heard con-
sumers at local farmers’ markets say they 
were “tired of buying blackberries that 
were full of worms.”

Region 8: Randy Honcoop, Lynden, 
WA: We only have raspberries here, and 
it was a really nice harvest with some 
really nice weather that everyone else in 
the country didn’t have. We were able to 
deliver the kind of quality that the market 
really likes. Fortunately the price of pro-
cessed raspberries is strengthening. We 
had good pricing this year and going for-
ward it looks good, as demand is increas-
ing. Things on the raspberry front are 
pretty optimistic. We continue to struggle 
with diseases – especially botrytis and 
soil disease issues – and how we can 
make the necessary changes to maintain 
plantings in a sustainable way. t

 

Blackberries at Agriberry, Summer 2013
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Freedom at FRS has usually been rated 
good, but not excessively vigorous, 
while in California it was observed to 
be very vigorous. Floricane bloom dates 
for Prime-Ark Freedom were usually 
earlier than other Arkansas comparison 
cultivars. This could indicate a lower 
chilling requirement for this cultivar, but 
that has not been confirmed during the 
evaluations due to the FRS site being a 
high-chill location. No orange rust was 
observed on Prime-Ark Freedom in any 
evaluations, even though infected plants 
were seen within 100-150 ft. of data col-
lection plots in each year of evaluation. 
Prime-Ark Freedom berries or canes have 
not been observed to be susceptible to 
anthracnose at FRS where a single spray 
of lime sulfur was applied. Reaction of 
Prime-Ark Freedom to rosette/double 
blossom has not been conducted as this 
disease did not occur at any of the test 
sites. It is hoped that is has resistance to 
this disease as exhibited by other Arkan-
sas thornless blackberry cultivars.

Postharvest evaluations: Prime-Ark 

Freedom had lower overall ratings com-
pared to Prime-Ark 45, indicating limited 
shipping potential. Berry leak was the 
primary variable that Prime-Ark Freedom 
had poor ratings for, with some concerns 
for soft berries. However, Prime-Ark 
Freedom should be acceptable for pick-
your-own operations or possibly local 
marketing where 7-day or longer storage 
potential is not required.

Plant availability: Plants of the new 
variety in limited supplies should be 
available for order from tissue culture 
propagators from late summer 2013 into 
2014 for spring 2014 delivery. t

For a list of sources, contact Dr. 
Clark via email at jrclark@uark.edu.

New: Prime-Ark® Freedom Primocane-Fruiting Thornless Blackberry
By John R. Clark, University of Arkansas

Prime-Ark® Freedom is the world’s first 
primocane-fruiting thornless blackberry 
commercial introduction. It is intended 
primarily for home garden or local mar-
ket. In addition to having thornless canes, 
this new introduction has very large 
fruits with good flavor and is very early 
ripening on floricanes, the earliest of all 
Arkansas blackberry varieties. Fruit of 
Prime-Ark® Freedom does not exhibit 
exceptional postharvest storage potential 
however and is not recommended for the 
shipping market. [Note the ®, which has 
been removed in the rest of this article.]

Freedom is the fourth in the Prime-
Ark line of primocane-fruiting black-
berries, which flower and fruit on each 
season’s new primocanes. It follows the 
release of Prime-Jan and Prime-Jim in 
2004 and Prime-Ark 45 in 2009. All of 
the prior-released cultivars are thorny. 
Prime-Ark Freedom resulted from a con-
trolled hybridization made in 2004 at the 
University of Arkansas Fruit Research 
Station, Clarksville (FRS). The original 
plant was selected in June, 2007 from 
a population of 309 plants in a seedling 
field at the same location during evalu-
ation of floricane fruits. It was tested as 
selection APF-153T.

Yield: Floricane yields of Prime-Ark 
Freedom are comparable to Prime-Ark 
45, and can range near that of Osage and 
Ouachita. Primocane yields have been 
very disappointing at FRS for primocane-
fruiting cultivars, due to very high sum-
mer temperatures in recent years. One 
positive aspect of the reduced primocane 
production is that this results in substan-
tial yield potential if the canes are re-
tained for the floricane crop the following 
year. Yield data from a coastal California 
trial indicated substantial promise for the 
primocane crop for Prime-Ark Freedom 
as it appears comparable to Prime-Ark 45 
in yield in limited evaluations.

Berry size: Prime-Ark Freedom 
floricane berries average 9 g in Arkan-
sas, larger than other named varieties 
including Natchez. Weight for primocane 
berries in Arkansas was slightly less for 
Prime-Ark Freedom than for to the flori-
cane fruits of the same cultivar, and was 
significantly larger than that for Prime-

Ark 45. In California, primocane berry 
weight was observed to be much higher 
than in Arkansas, up to 16 g.

Maturity date: Floricane first har-
vest date for Prime-Ark Freedom is very 
early, up to 9-11 days earlier than the 
early ripening Natchez, and 16-18 days 
before Ouachita. This exceptionally early 
floricane harvest date should make this 
cultivar very attractive to homeowners 
and local marketers as it provides very 
early fruit, earlier than any prior Arkan-
sas thornless blackberry cultivars. Primo-
cane first ripe fruit date has been difficult 
to fully determine for Prime-Ark Free-
dom in Arkansas. Observations indicated 
that first ripe fruit was July 18-20 on 
tipped primocanes at FRS although fruit 
amount was limited. This is earlier than 
an average date reported for Prime- Ark 
45 of Aug 8. In California, Prime-Ark 
Freedom began harvest approximately 
Aug. 10-15 with harvest extending into 
early October, an earlier ripening date 
than for Prime-Ark 45 of late August to 
early September.

Flavor and soluble solids (sweet-
ness): Soluble solids concentration 
averaged 10.4% for Prime-Ark Freedom, 
slightly lower than Prime-Ark 45 (11.4%) 
and similar to Natchez. Flavor ratings for 
Prime-Ark Freedom averaged 7.8 (on a 
10-point scale, with 10 as best), the same 
as for Prime-Ark 45, higher than Natchez 
(7.0) but lower than Ouachita (8.8) and 
Osage (8.3).

Plant characteristics: Canes of 
Prime-Ark® Freedom are thornless and 
very erect, similar to Ouachita and more 
erect than Natchez. Vigor of Prime-Ark 
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Jones Family Farms

Micropropagated
Certified/Virus-Indexed

Blackberry Plants
The berry best plants you can get!

Greenhouse Grown Only!!!
 Jones Family Farms       Barbara 252-399-9844
 7094 Honeysuckle lane      Home 252-235-3248
 Bailey, NC 27807  Fax 252-235-0155

Email: sales@jonesfarmsnc.com
Web Site: www.jonesfarmsnc.com

necessary (follow recommendations in 
your state). 

q If harvesting, maintain SWD spray 
schedule.

q Remove damaged canes from field as 
soon as possible to lessen the impact 
of pests. 

Planting
q Growers in southern areas can plant in 

the fall or even December.
q In cooler areas, prepare list of  cultivars 

for next spring’s new plantings. Find a 
commercial small fruit nursery list at 
www.fruit.cornell.edu/berry/nurseries/

Nutrient management
q Take soil tests to determine fertility 

needs for new spring plantings. 
q Non-nitrogenous fertilizers are best 

applied in the fall to established plant-
ings. 

q If soil is bare, plant an overwintering 
cover crop (e.g. rye) to build organic 
matter and slow soil erosion.

Marketing and miscellaneous
q Order containers for next season.
q Make contacts for selling fruit next 

season.
q Plan on attending state/regional grow-

er meetings and the North American 
Raspberry & Blackberry Conference 
in Hershey, PA, January 27-29, 2013 
(see page 1).

Fall 
Bramble Chores
This list was developed by 

Dr. Gina Fernandez, Small Fruit Special-
ist at NC State University, and reviewed 
and revised with the assistance of Dr. 
Marvin Pritts at Cornell. Chores and 
timing may be somewhat different in your 
area or for your cropping system. For 
recommendations for the Pacific North-
west, subscribe to the Small Fruit Update 
(email smallfruitupdate@peerbolt.com).

Plant growth and development
q Primocanes continue to grow but slow 

down.
q Flower buds start to form in leaf axils 

on summer-fruiting types.
q Carbohydrates and nutrients in canes 

begin to move into the roots.
q Primocane leaves senesce late fall.
q Primocane fruiting types begin to 

flower in late summer/early fall and 
fruit matures until frost in fall.

Harvest
q Harvest primocane fruiting raspberries.
q Harvest primocane fruiting blackber-

ries.

Pruning, trellising, tunnels
q Remove spent floricanes as soon as 

possible.
q While optimal time to prune is after 

the coldest part of the winter is over, 
pruning can start in late fall if plant-
ings are large (late winter for smaller 
plantings). 

q Start trellis repairs after plants have 
defoliated.

q Remove coverings on three-season 
high tunnels.

Weed management

q Many spring and summer weed 
problems can be best managed with 
fall- and winter-applied preemergent 
herbicides. Determine what weeds 
have been or could be a problem in 
your area. Check with your state’s ag-
ricultural chemical manual and local 
extension agent for the best labeled 
chemicals to control these weeds. 

Insect and disease scouting
q Continue scouting for insects and 

diseases and treat with pesticides if 

Request for Proposals 
– and Your Research 
Priorities
The North American Bramble Grow-
ers Research Foundation (NABGRF) 
is now seeking proposals for rasp-
berry and blackberry research for the 
year 2014. All bramble/caneberry 
proposals will be considered. Howev-
er, the NABGRF Research Committee 
is developing a list of high-priority 
areas and seeks input. Please send 
your comments and suggestions to the 
NARBA office by October 31. This 
list will be posted on our website.

Since 1999, NABGRF has 
funded a total of 70 proposals totaling 
$167,353. In 2013, the Foundation ap-
proved funding for four proposals for 
a total of $16,751. In general, funding 
for individual projects is expected to 
be in the range of $2,000 to $5,000.

The primary source of funds for 
the Foundation is NABGRF’s Nurs-
ery Contribution Program. Donors 
in 2011/12 included Nourse Farms, 
Indiana Berry & Plant Co., Norcal 
Nursery, Northwest Plants, Plant Un-
limited, Doyle’s Thornless Blackberry, 
and Jones Farm. In addition, 25% of 
all grower dues to NARBA also goes 
directly to the Research Foundation. 
Other donations are also welcome. 

Proposals will be reviewed by the 
Research Committee of NABGRF at 
NARBA’s conference in Hershey, PA. 
The Research Committee forwards 
its recommendation to the NABGRF 
Board of Trustees, which makes 
the final funding decisions. Awards 
will be sent out in March  2014. The 
deadline for proposals is December 
20, 2013. To submit a proposal, fol-
low the instructions in the “Research 
Foundation” section of the NARBA 
website (www.raspberryblackberry.
com). t
To make a donation: If you would 
like to make a donation to the NABG 
Research Foundation, send your 
check made out to NABGRF to 1138 
Rock Rest Rd., PIttsboro, NC 27312. 
All donations are tax deductible. 
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Call 1-888-575-4090 / Fax 574-784-2468
Website: www.produce promotions.com

2011 US 31, Plymouth, IN 46563

World Famous Doyle’s Thornless Blackberry
Look what you can get from one plant

DOYLE’S THORNLESS BLACKBERRY INC.
1600 Bedford Road • Washington, IN 47501
Tom Doyle 812-254-2654 fax 812-254-2655

tomdoyle@fruitsandberries.com
www.fruitsandberries.com

THOMAS E. DOYLE
(6/26/1900–1/13/01)

Totally thornless and does not sucker
Yields 10–20 gallons per plant!
Proven producer since 1975!
Grows from Alaska to Florida

ALL 50 states
Just one Doyle Thornless Blackberry yields 

more than 30 ordinary plants!
Large, Sweet, Juicy Berries—sooo good!

Adapts to patios and 
small yard – 
a big plus.

No other blackberry compares to the Doyle!
Great for commercial growers.

$5.00 at the market or
50¢ from your backyard!

Caneberry Sessions in Savannah, GA – January 2014
NARBA is coordinating a track of blackberry/raspberry sessions at the 2014 
Southeast Regional Fruit and Vegetable Conference in Savannah, GA. This confer-
ence also has a large trade show and a full program of sessions on other commodi-
ties from vegetables to blueberries and peaches. Some excellent food safety and 
marketing programs are also planned. Below is an outline of the tentative caneber-
ry program, including some confirmed speakers; for full conference information 
and registration, visit www.seregionalconference.com. 

Thursday, January 9, 2014 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Grower Spotlight: Bob Hall, Bush-N-Vine Farm, York, SC•	
Our Experiences with SWD (Grower panel)•	
Experiences with Primocane Fruiting Blackberry Varieties•	
Not fit for fresh-market: Options for surplus or lower quality berries.  •	

Friday, January 10, 2013 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Is There a Place for Dormex Use? •	
Trellis Orientation to Control White Drupelet– Gina Fernandez, NCSU•	
Arkansas Blackberry Breeding Program Update, and comments towards •	
understanding the habits and characteristics of different varieties  – John R. 
Clark, University of Arkansas   
Fungicide Resistant Botrytis: Experiences in caneberries – Guido Schnabel, •	
Clemson
Virus ID. Vectors, and Management –Ioannis Tzanetakis, Univ. of Arkansas•	
Cane Diseases and Their Management – Phil Brannen, University of  GA•	
SWD Managment – Hannah Burrack, NCSU, and others  •	

Be sure to make hotel reservations early; the host hotels fill up quickly. Savannah 
is a great place to visit in January! 

Trellis Work Wins Awards
Congratulations to Fumiomi Takeda, 

USDA-ARS Kearneysville, WV, and 
Richard Barnes, Trellis Growing Systems, 
who were recognized recently in the US-
DA-ARS Annual Award Program for their 
efforts in technology transfer of the Rotat-
ing Cross-Arm Trellis and Cane Train-
ing System. They were also recognized 
for this effort by the Federal Laboratory 
Consortium in April 2013.  Since 2010, 
this technology has been established in 
over 200 acres of new blackberry fields 
across the country and has contributed to 
expanding commercial blackberry pro-
duction into the Midwest and other areas 
with severe winter conditions.
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Rainfastness of Fruit 
Crop Insecticides
By John Wise, Michigan State University, 
Department of Entomology

The rainfall events experienced in 
Michigan [and many other parts of the 
East]  have prompted questions about the 
relative “rainfastness” of the insecticides 
used in fruit production. In 2006, Ag-
BioResearch provided funds to purchase 
and install a state-of-the-art rainfall 
simulation chamber at the MSU Trevor 
Nichols Research Center (TNRC), after 
which Michigan State University Exten-
sion has conducted trials – with gener-
ous funding support from Michigan fruit 
commodity groups – on fruit crops for a 
range of insecticides.

There are several critical factors that 
influence impact of precipitation on a 
pesticide’s performance. First is the plant 
penetrative characteristic of the various 
compounds. Some pesticide chemistries, 
like organophosphates, have limited 
penetrative potential in plant tissue, and 
thus are considered primarily as surface 
materials. Some compounds, such as 
carbamates, oxadiazines and pyrethroids, 
penetrate plant cuticles, providing some 
resistance to wash-off. Many newer 

compounds, such as spinosyns, diamides, 
avermectins, and Insect Growth Regula-
tors (IGR) readily penetrate plant cuticles 
and have translaminar movement in leaf 
tissue. Others, like the neonicotinoid 
insecticides, are systemic and can have 
translaminar as well as acropetal move-
ment in the plant’s vascular system. 
Penetration of plant tissue is generally 
expected to enhance rainfastness of pes-
ticides.

The second factor is the inherent 
toxicity of an insecticide to the target 
pest and the persistence of the compound 
in the environment. In some cases, a 
compound may be highly susceptible to 
wash-off, but its persistence and inherent 
toxicity to the target pest compensates for 
the loss of residue, thus delaying the need 
for immediate re-application.

The third factor is the amount of pre-
cipitation. In general, organophosphate 
insecticides have the highest susceptibil-
ity to wash-off from precipitation, but 
their high level of toxicity to most insect 
pests overcomes the necessity for an im-
mediate re-application. Neonicotinoid 
insecticides are moderately susceptible to 
wash-off with residues that have moved 
systemically into plant tissue being 
highly rainfast, and surface residues 
less so. Carbamate, IGR and oxadiazine 

Characteristics for insecticide chemical classes.

Insecticide class
Rainfastness 
≤ 0.5 inch

Rainfastness 
≤ 1.0 inch

Rainfastness 
≤ 2.0 inch

Persistence (re-
sidual on plant)

Plant penetration 
characteristics Rainfast rating

Fruit Leaves Fruit Leaves Fruit Leaves Medium - Long Surface Low
Organophosphates L M L M L L Short Cuticle Penetration Moderate
Carbamates M M/H M M L L Short Cuticle Penetration Moderate - High
Pyrethroids M/H M/H M M L L Medium Systemic Moderate
Neonicotinoids M,S H,S L,S L,S L,S L,S Medium Cuticle Penetration Moderate
Oxadiazines M M/H M M L L Medium Systemic Moderate
Avermectins M,S H,S L,S M,S L L Medium - Long Systemic Moderate
IGRs M M/H M M   Short - Medium Systemic Moderate - High
Spinosyns H H H M M L Medium - Long Systemic Moderate - High

insecticides are moderately susceptible 
to wash-off, and vary in their toxicity to 
the range of relevant fruit pests. Diamide, 
spinosyn, avermectin and pyrethroid in-
secticides have proven to be moderate to 
highly rainfast on most fruit crops.

For most insecticides, a drying time 
of two to six hours is sufficient to “set” 
the compound in the plant. With neoni-
cotinoids, for which plant penetration 
is important, drying time can signifi-
cantly influence rainfastness. For neoni-
cotinoids, up to 24 hours is needed for 
optimal plant penetration, thus the time 
proximity of precipitation after appli-
cation should be considered carefully. 
Spray adjuvants, materials intended to aid 
the retention, penetration or spread on the 
plant, can also improve the performance 
of insecticides.

Based on the results from the current 
studies, charts have been developed to 
serve as a guide for general rainfastness 
characteristics and re-application recom-
mendations for certain insect pests (also 
printed in the MSU Extension E-154 bul-
letin, “2013 Michigan Fruit Management 
Guide”). Note that these recommenda-
tions should not supersede insecticide la-
bel restrictions or farm-level knowledge 
based on site-specific pest scouting, but 
rather are meant to compliment a com-
prehensive pest management decision-
making process. t 

 Dr. Wise’s work is funded in part 
by MSU’s AgBioResearch. This article 
was published by Michigan State Uni-
versity Extension. For more information, 
visit http://www.msue.msu.edu.  
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Northwest Berry Explorations
By Debby Wechsler, NARBA Executive Secretary

My curiosity about all things agricultural and especially the 
berry crops I work with is never on vacation. This summer, my 
husband and I took a trip to the Pacific Northwest to visit our 
son, who is a graduate student in Seattle, and then take a ferry 
to Southeastern Alaska to see the sights of Juneau and Sitka 
(wonderful wild mountains and bays, eagles, bears, whales, 
salmon, history, and more...!) and visit a relative in Sitka. Be-
tween Seattle and the ferry terminal in Bellingham Washington, 
I made sure the three of us took a side trip to Lynden, Washing-
ton, the epicenter of Washington state’s processing red raspber-
ry industry. Here we visited a raspberry processing facility and 
the farm of NARBA member Randy Honcoop. We also took in 
the Lynden Raspberry Festival, which was fortuitously hap-
pening that weekend as well. This article shares some photos 
and observations from the trip. Many thanks to Henry Bierlink, 
Director of the Washington Red Raspberry Commission, for ar-
ranging our visits and being our tour guide in Lynden! 

IQF Processing: At Curtis Maberry Farm’s IQF (Individu-
ally quick frozen) processing facility, we donned hair nets and 
removed rings and jewelry, washed hands and dipped our shoes, 
and followed strict instructions to stay close to our guide and 
not sample or touch. Above: the berries come in on the yellow 
trays at left, unloaded from trucks parked at the dock just out-
side. As they enter the conveyor, they receive a quick shower in 
liquid nitrogen, which freezes the surface of each berry so it is 
sturdy enough to hold together as it moves along, but is still not 
frozen through. Workers inspect the berries as they pass by on 
the belts, picking out any leaves, stems, or bugs they see. 

As the berries advance, they then go through a more com-
plete freezing process and pass through a sorter which has 
sophisticated computer programming that allows it to identify 
berries that are the wrong shape or color or have bad spots or 
other flaws. That’s the big stainless steel box in the next photo 
at the top of the right column. What you can’t see is the touch-
screen on the side that lets the operator program the parameters 
of this grading process, which can be adjusted based on the 
overall color, ripeness, or quality of the load, or the require-

ments of the eventual buyer. I knew my son, who is studying 
computer science and interested in the manipulation of large 
amounts of data, would be especially interested in this, so we 
requested – and received – a thorough and fascinating explana-
tion. The sorter is able to check each berry from multiple sides 
as it falls through the air, determine if it fits the chosen param-
eters, and then instruct air jets to blow the offending berries 
out of the main flow as culls, all in the time it takes the berry to 
fall a few inches. The good berries come out as pictured above, 
where they get a last quality check by the human eye. 

Then the frozen berries are packaged into 20 lb. plastic-
lined boxes that will be stored in freezers before delivery to 
customers, perhaps many months later. At the very far right of 
this picture, you can just see a box that is being filled with the 
cull berries, which will go to another use (probably juice).

All those thousands of pounds of frozen berries...and some 
very cold hands, I imagine. Safe food handling is obviously 
a major concern here, as you can tell from the workers’ garb 
and all that the stainless steel equipment, designed to be easily 
washed and sanitized. 

Raspberry Harvest: Almost all of the area’s red raspberries 
are machine harvested, and it was high harvest time at Randy 
Honcoop Farms, home of NARBA Executive Council mem-

Continued on next page
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ber Randy Honcoop and his wife Leslie. 
Henry had arranged for us to come at 
lunchtime, as it was easier for Randy to 
take some time to talk during his lunch 
break. (See Leslie’s delicious raspberry 
cake recipe on page 15.) 

Below is their harvester, straddling a 
row of trellised plants and preparing to 
move down it. There are four workers on 
top (Randy uses local young people), one 
driving, two sorting trash from the ber-
ries, and one moving the empty and filled 
berry lugs stacked on the platform (at the 
front right is my curious husband).

The next picture below shows the 
harvester from the back. Those long, ro-

NW Berry Explorations
Continued from previous page

tating fingers work through the 
canes, knocking the ripe berries 
onto the canvas platform at the 
bottom, where they roll to the 
sides and are then conveyed 
to the platform at the top. The 
harvester moves slowly down 
the row, and the sets of fingers 
are able to work around the 
trellis posts. Randy explained 
that there’s a science to setting 
the pattern that the harvester 
takes so it harvests each row 
without tight turns or extra ma-
neuvering. 

At top right, Randy is mov-
ing empty trays from the trailer 
to stack them onto other har-
vester; the filled trays will then 
be loaded onto the trailer and 
hauled to their processing plant. 
Honcoop Farms berries are 
used to make puree, so the farm 
focuses on getting fully ripe, 
flavorful berries without having 
to be as concerned about size or 
appearance as for IQF. 

Before we left and he really 
got back to work, I asked Randy 
and Leslie to pose together; photo above.

The Lynden Raspberry Festival: 
This was a classic small-town street fes-
tival, but with a real focus on berries. A 
big dish of ice cream with lots of rasp-
berries was only $1.00 – less than rasp-
berry lemonade, at $2.00 a glass. Both 
were delicious. Besides crafts and food, 
the main event of the Festival was a large 
and complicated street basketball tourna-
ment for all age groups. The photo at the 
bottom is a display of raspberry products 
and information from the Washington Red 
Raspberry Commission. 

Exploring SWD: We only sampled 
a few of Randy’s delicious ber-
ries, and I wanted to make sure 
my son got some raspberries to 
take with him back to Seattle the 
next day after he dropped Jack 
and me at the ferry. So after a 
quick visit to the Mount Baker 
National Forest, we stopped at 
a small PYO raspberry farm we 
passed. And this is a funny story: 
Since signs said the berries were 
unsprayed, I introduced myself 
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and asked the man there (I assume it 
was the owner) what he was doing about 
SWD. He answered that he wasn’t doing 
anything, he hadn’t seen any larvae, and 
his customers weren’t complaining. So 
we started picking and I started checking 
the berries, and sure enough, there were 
lots of larvae in them. Oh, yuck! (This 
was especially a challenge for my finicky 
son, who had been somewhat horrified 
by Randy Honcoop’s spray schedule, and 
was now learning why it existed. I con-
vinced him that if he picked the best ber-
ries, used them quickly, and didn’t look 
too closely, they were just fine.)

As we were leaving, I said to the 
grower, “By the way, you have lots of 
SWD, do you want to see?” I was about 
to tear open a few berries and show him. 
But he just waved his hands in the air and 
said “No, no, don’t show me, I don’t want 
to know!” I guess more power to him if 
his customers don’t care and he can get 
by with willful ignorance!

Wild Berries: Berries thrive in the 
wild in the Pacific Northwest. In a park 

shows some “in situ” on a bluff overlook-
ing the sound behind our host’s home. 
They weren’t all that flavorful, but they 
were beautiful and easy to pick and so of 
course I did. Hey, I’m a berry person. t

in Seattle, wild blackberries were grow-
ing along a path, and I managed to snag 
a few ripe ones. Outside Juneau, we 
saw scrubby little wild strawberries and 
trailing raspberries hugging the ground– 
not quite ripe, but worth tasting. And in 
Sitka, we saw 
a riot of wild 
salmonber-
ries, both 
golden and 
red – they ab-
solutely glow. 
The picture at 
the far right 
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continued on next page

What We are Learning
about SWD Management 
in Berries This Season
By Rufus Isaacs, Steve Van Timmeren and 
Keith Mason, Michigan State University 
Extension, Department of Entomology

Spotted wing drosophila (SWD) contin-
ues to be a significant pest in berry crops, 
and this season has again highlighted the 
need for growers to adopt intensive inte-
grated pest management (IPM) programs 
to maintain fruit quality. While some pro-
ducers have had challenges with this pest, 
most Michigan berry growers have been 
successful in controlling SWD. These 
experiences, coupled with our ongoing 
research, can help guide the improvement 
of management programs over time. This 
article provides an update from the expe-
riences this summer to help inform grow-
ers to manage this pest during the rest of 
the 2013 season, and to help prepare for 
2014.

There are some recurring themes in 
situations where SWD problems have 
developed. Below, we address situations 
that are associated with SWD problems 
including what we are learning this 
season about insecticide efficacy. Some 
comments are provided on how to rectify 
the situation in the short- and long-term. 
Some fixes are relatively simple, while 
others will take time and money to re-
solve.

Wooded borders
SWD inhabits the wooded habitats 
adjacent to crop fields, developing in 
wild berry-bearing plants that serve as 

alternate hosts to SWD. We are seeing 
higher pest pressure at these borders than 
at fields away from wooded edges, and 
on top of this these wooded edges can 
be harder to treat with aerial application. 
In response, growers are enhancing their 
SWD management program with border 
applications to ensure that field borders 
are well protected. A cannon-type sprayer 
can be used in this way to reduce immi-
gration of flies into crop fields.

Another approach to help reduce 
the risk of load rejection by processors 
is to pick separate loads for the parts of 
the field near the woods and away from 
woods. For machine harvesting, this only 
works well at fields with woods next to 
the long edge of the rows.

Pesticide coverage
Chemical controls can work only if they 
are applied in ways that protect all the 
berries from SWD. This requires excel-
lent coverage of the crop, and there are 
multiple ways to achieve this. Growers 
are having success using sprayers operat-
ing from the ground and from the air, but 
both of these approaches have their draw-

backs. Driving a sprayer through fields 
knocks off berries and reduces yield, so 
there is an understandable temptation to 
skip a larger number of rows. However, 
even tower sprayers that have nozzles 
to direct spray into adjacent rows may 
not be able to achieve high coverage if 
the tractor is skipping more than a few 
rows at a time. While this approach has 
worked in the past for blueberry maggots 
and Japanese beetles that are active in 
the tops of bushes, SWD likes the shady 
parts of the canopy that are more chal-
lenging to penetrate with the sprayer.

Getting coverage with any sprayer 
design becomes more challenging as 
the canopy density increases, so effec-
tive control of SWD may require some 
changes to have well-pruned bushes, not 
skipping too many rows when spray-
ing, and using higher water gallonage. 
Making adjustments to ensure excellent 
coverage may need to be part of planning 
ahead for 2014.

Using the most effective insecticides
From grower experiences this season and 
our recent research, we provide an up-
dated list of highly effective insecticides 
for SWD control:
•	Organophosphate	Imidan
•	Pyrethroids	Mustang	Max	and	Danitol
•	Carbamate	Lannate
•	Spinosyn	Delegate	(or	Entrust	if	grow-
ing organic berries)

Rotation among these insecticides is 
expected to provide the best opportunity 
for control of SWD while also minimiz-
ing the risk of resistance development. 
Reapplication is needed to keep high 
levels of crop protection, and a seven-day 
interval has been working well for many 
growers.

Malathion has worked well for some 
growers again this season, but if weather 
conditions become very hot, we caution 
growers against the use of this insecticide 
due to expected negative effect on its 
performance. This statement is based on 
the good control seen with Malathion 8F 
at the 2.5 pint per acre rate in our 2012 
trials, compared with the much less ef-
fective performance we have seen in our 
2013 trial. We suspect this difference is 
because of temperature, in that our 2012 
trial was run when the daily maximum 

Adult SWD on raspberry. Photo by Alan 
Eaton, University of New Hampshire

SWD requires frequent pesticide applications. This is in Washington state.
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high temperatures were in the 70s and 
low 80s, whereas the 2013 trial was run 
when the temperatures were in the high 
80s and low 90s, thereby reducing Mala-
thion performance. Under these same hot 
conditions, Mustang and Danitol per-
formed well out to seven days after treat-
ment in our trial this year.

Reapplication after rain
If SWD have been detected and fruit 

are ripe or ripening, they will need to be 
protected from this pest. The duration of 
protection varies by insecticide, but it is 
highly sensitive to rainfall – most insec-
ticides we have tested lose the ability to 
protect berries from SWD after rain. We 
therefore recommend reapplication after 
any significant rainfall, and failure to do 
this will leave fruit exposed to egglaying 
by SWD. [See article on page 7.]

We continue to learn about SWD and 
how to combat it, but there is still more 
work to be done. This is an evolving area 
of pest management research and we 
welcome continued input from growers, 
processors and others on SWD manage-
ment concerns. t

For more on SWD management, 
check out the MSU Spotted Wing Droso-
phila website. at www.ipm.msu.edu/inva-
sive_species/spotted_wing_drosophila. 
This article was originally published 
by Michigan State University Extension. 
For more information, visit www.msue.
msu.edu.  

Extension Agent Train-
ing on Management of 
Viruses in Caneberries
By Christine Bradish, PhD Student, 
Horticultural Department, NC State 
University. 
A training event updating agents within 
the Southern Region Small Fruit Con-
sortium (SRSFC) on viruses in caneber-
ries was held in western North Carolina 
from July 29-30, 2013. The event was 
organized by Elena Garcia and Ioannis 
Tzanetakis of the University of Arkansas 
and Tom Monaco, SRSFC coordinator. 
A total of 23 agents from the six member 
states along with a number of industry 
representatives, growers, and researchers 
attended the two-day event. The training 
consisted of several units of classroom 
instruction, farm tours, and hands-on 
instruction. 

The program began with a general 
overview of virus vectors and symptoms, 
followed by details on insect and nema-
tode vectors and a hands-on session to 
learn proper nematode soil sampling 
techniques 

The second day of training started 
with a blackberry farm tour. The first 
stop was the family-run operation of 
Steve Dalton on Sugar Loaf Mountain. 
Mr. Dalton and his family grow 11 acres 
of Ouachita, Natchez, Prime-Ark 45 and 
Navaho for U-pick and Driscoll’s. Mr. 
Dalton recently received a grant that 
allowed them to plant raspberries on a 
trial basis and install a juicing opera-

tion. Dalton stressed the importance of 
buying plants from a reputable source 
as his main way of keeping his plantings 
virus-free and healthy over many grow-
ing seasons. The second farm site was 
Justus Farm in Edneyville, owned by Don 
Justus, a fourth generation apple farmer. 
Mr. Justus has five acres of blackberries 
for U-pick and markets to Driscoll’s, and 
has first-hand experience with virus is-
sues. He spoke of his experience in prior 
years with buying infected nursery stock, 
and the losses he incurred with having 
to replant his fields. The final stop on the 
farm tour was at a Driscoll’s commercial 
farm in Edneyville. Farm manager Andy 
Brownlee explained that at that particu-
lar location, approximately 30 acres of 
raspberries and blackberries were being 
grown under high tunnels with additional 
acreage at other sites. All of the grow-
ers spoke of labor being an issue, but 
Brownlee especially stressed the impor-
tance of maintaining employee efficiency 
and accountability. It was evident from 
speaking with all the growers that viruses 

Virus symptoms on blackberry

Steve Dalton describes his tipping technique to participants as an important part of 
blackberry management. Photo by Christine Bradish.

What We are Learning 
about SWD Management  
Continued from previous page 

Organic SWD Managment
See an excellent report in NY Berry 
News on a workshop on Organic SWD 
Management recently held in New 
York. Visit www.fruit.cornell.edu/
nybn/ (September issue)

SWD and Customers: Mary Concklin, 
Raspberry Knoll Farm, CT comments,  
“We tell people ‘Don’t pick anyting that’s 
soft.’ We always speak of  ‘little fruit 
flies’ and never mention the words mag-
got, larvae or worms! In the berries we 
pick, we look for and dicard any berries 
we see with a drop of juice in the center. 
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winter season. Once photos are collected, 
they are analyzed (single roots are digi-
talized marked/ measure and tracked over 
time) in a computer using a specialized 
software. The project concluded in 2012 
with a total 141,102 photos collected. 

Roots are white in earlier stages of 
live, eventually turning brown (due to ac-
cumulations of tannins) and finally turn-
ing black at the latter stages of life, some-
times roots just disappear because some 
insects eat them. When roots turns black 

Root Rot in Raspberries
By Luis Valenzuela, Oregon State Uni-
versity

Starting in 2009, I and David Bryla from 
USDA-ARS, in collaboration with Pat-
rick Moore and Wendy Hoashi-Erhardt 
from Washington State University, have 
been studying in field conditions the root 
dynamics of different red raspberry cul-
tivars with different resistant to root rot.  
By using Minirhizotron tubes in the soil, 
we can estimate seasonal root produc-
tion, have an idea of when newly born 
roots are present in the soil, estimate root 
lifespan, root mortality, and root turn-
over rates. By using this root observation 
method, we can also measure root diam-
eter, root length, and record changes in 
root color. Particular aspects we wanted 
to study for this particular study are the 
root mortality and root turnover rates – 
how rapidly the plants are able to regen-
erate roots lost by rot root.

The photos are collected every two 
weeks during the growing season and 
we try to do it once a month during the 

These two images from the minirhizotron camera in one tube were taken at about 15 
cm (6 inches) from the soil surface. Image size is 7X10 mm. The photo on the left, tak-
en July 7, 2009, shows young healthy roots (white and light brown). Note the changes 
in these same roots in the photo on the right, taken December 3, 2009, shows some 
roots that already turned black or dark brown, and even some roots that disappeared 
from the picture due to earlier death or consumed by soil organisms. 

and appear shrivel we considered them 
dead (low physiological activity). Since 
we can track changes in coloration we can 
estimate how long roots stay active.

Our first year results indicate that 
cultivars with the highest resistance to 
root rot produced the most roots and the 
deepest root system.  According to qPCR 
analysis, resistant cultivars also had con-
siderably less infection by Phytophthora 
rubi, which is the species most often as-
sociated with root rot in raspberry. t

Sweet Results!
Leslie Honcoop served this delicious and 
easy-to-make cake when NARBA’s Ex-
ecutive Secretary visited the Honcoop’s
farm in Lynden, WA, in July. We put it on 
our Facebook page and it has been shared 
widely – almost 2,000 people have seen 
it! If you have a great recipe with a photo, 
we would be glad to post it too! Be sure 
you check out and “like” our page: www.
facebook.com/RaspberryBlackberry. If 

are an issue that they consider very im-
portant in their caneberries, and that they 
want to be as informed as they can be to 
prevent and avoid viruses in their fields 
for as long as possible. 

Further educational sessons were held 
in the afternoon. Powerpoint presenta-
tions from the training will be posted on 
the SRSFC website at www.smallfruits.
org/CoAgentTraining/index.htm. t

R E S E A R C H   R E P O R T 

your farm/company has a page, too, let us 
know and we will “like” yours. 

Honcoop Farms 
Royal Raspberry Cake

Cake: 
2 cups flour
1/2 tsp. salt
1/3 cup butter, melted
1 cup sugar
1 egg, at room temperature
1 cup milk, at room temperature
1 Tbsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. vanilla
3-1/2 c. fresh raspberries 

Glaze:
1-1/2 cup powdered sugar
2 Tbsp. cream
1 tsp. vanilla
Mix all cake ingredients together in 

one bowl. Pour into greased 9x13 pan. 
Top with fresh raspberries. Then, bake 
at 350 degrees for 30-35 minutes. Cool 
5 minutes. Mix glaze ingredients, spread 
over top of cake. You can substitute indi-
vidually frozen berries for fresh.

The recipe is also on our website.

Mark Your Calendar! 
Plan to be at the 

North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Conference

January 27-29, 2014
Hershey Lodge, Hershey, PA  

In Association with the 
Mid-Atlantic Fruit & Vegetable 

Convention
See page 1. More information will 

be posted soon on our website 
and emailed to members. 
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NARBA 2013 Officers 
and Executive Council 
President - Nathan Milburn, Milburn 
Orchards, 1495 Appleton Rd., Elkton, MD 
21921, 443-309-2077, nathan@milburnor-
chards.com. 

Vice President - Fred Koenigshof, K and 
K Farms, 4050 Kerlikowske Rd., Coloma, 
MI 49038, 269-208-6783, kandkfarms@
sbcglobal.net.

Treasurer - Andrew Maiman, Reiters 
Affiliated Companies, 3932 Moores Lake 
Road, Dover, FL 33527, 954-684-2736, 
Andrew.Maiman@berry.net.

Executive Secretary - Debby Wechsler, 
1138 Rock Rest Rd. Pittsboro, NC 27312, 
919-542-4037, fax 866-511-6660, info@
raspberryblackberry.com.

Research Committee Co-Chairs - 
Jeff Chandler, MCREC, 455 Research 
 Drive, Mills River, NC 28759, 828-684-
3562, Jeff_Chandler@ncsu.edu, and Gina 
Fernandez, NCSU Box 7609, Raleigh, NC 
27695, 919-513-7416, gina_fernandez@
ncsu.edu.

Past President Nate Nourse, Nourse 
Farms, 41 River Rd., South Deerfield, MA 
01373, 413-665-2658, nnourse@nourse-
farms.com.

Regional Representatives:

Region 1 (all of Canada) Rudy Heeman, 
Heeman Strawberry Farm, 20453  Nissouri 

Rd. RR2, Thorndale, ON NOM 2P0 
 Canada, 519-461-0181, rudy@heeman.ca. 

Region 2 (represents CT, NH, MA, ME, RI 
& VT) Bruce Smith, High Hopes Farm, 
582 Glebe Rd., Westmoreland, NH 03467 
603-399-4305, highhopesfarm@  
myfairpoint.net. 

Region 3 (Represents MI, NJ, NY, PA & 
Europe) Fred Koenigshof, K and K Farms, 
4050 Kerlikowske Rd., Coloma, MI 49038, 
269-208-6783, kandkfarms@sbcglobal.net.

Region 4 (represents DE, MD, OH & WV) 
Fred Finney, Moreland Fruit Farm,1558 
W Moreland Rd, Wooster, OH 44691, 330-
264-8735, fred@morelandfruitfarm.com.

Region 5 (represents AL, GA, FL, LA, MS & 
TX). Marvin Williams, Williams Farm, 2127 
Sapp Lake Rd., Enigma, GA 31749, 229-392-
5253, mtministries@yahoo.com.

Region 6 (represents AR, IA, IN, IL, KS, 
MN, MO, ND, OK, SD, NE & WI) Lee 
Matteson, The Berry Patch Farm, 62785 
280th St., Nevada, IA 50201, 515-290-
1409, leematteson@yahoo.com.

Region 7 (represents DC, KY, NC, SC, TN 
& VA) Pierson Geyer, AgriBerry, 10186 
Cabin Court, Mechanicsville, VA 23116
804-514-5955, pierson.geyer@gmail.com.

Region 8 (represents AK, AZ, CA, CO, ID, 
HA, MT, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY,  Mexico &
Central/South America) Randy  Honcoop,  
Randy Honcoop Farms, 9696 Northwood 
Rd., Lynden, WA 98264, 360-354-1155, 

North AmericAN rAspberry 
& blAckberry AssociAtioN (NArbA)
1138 rock rest rd.
pittsboro, Nc 27312

AuTuMN, 2013
t

ranhonfarm@peoplepc.com.

At-Large Representatives: 

Andrew Maiman, Reiters Affiliated Com-
panies, 3932 Moores Lake Road, Dover, FL 
33527, 954-684-2736, Andrew.Maiman@
berry.net.

Eric Pond, Riverbend Organic Farms, 
35711 Helms Drive P.O. Box 717, Jeffer-
son, OR 97352, 503-550-1677, ericpond@
agricare.com. 

Start a Conversation!
The E-Forum is a discussion tool for 
all NARBA members. Simply send 
an email to raspberryblackberryasso-
ciation@googlegroups.com to start a 
discussion or respond to one that ar-
rives in your email box. At the group’s 
website, you can see previous discus-
sions or change the format of mes-
sages that come to your email. If you 
are not receiving E-Forum messages, 
contact the NARBA office.


