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Report on the 2011   
NARBA Conference 
Approximately 175 people participated 
in the 2011 North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Conference in Savannah, 
Georgia, coming from California, Que-
bec, Florida, and many other places in 
between. Besides those registered for our 
conference, other growers coming for the 
SE Regional Fruit and Vegetable Confer-
ence chose to come on the Tour, sign up 
for our Fundamentals workshop, or at-
tend one or more of the open sessions on 
the second day of the meeting. NARBA 
welcomes many new members as a result 
of this conference!

For our preconference tour, Savannah 
did not live up to its reputation for balmy 
winter weather, and cold rain made par-
ticipants grateful for the shelter – and 
heaters – that host Pete Waller provided 
at Ottawa Farm. After the group enjoyed 
lunch sponsored by Ottawa Farm, Pete 
asked each person to stand and introduce 
themselves – it was exciting to hear how 
many different regions were represented. 
Pete then told about the farm’s history 
and development. The hardier members 
of the group visited the strawberry and 
blackberry plantings. (See photos to 
right.) Fortunately rain stopped and the 
sun peeked through during the last stop 
at the UG Extension Bamboo Gardens – 
a great improvement!

All 2011 members will receive CD 
Proceedings from the conference with 
this newsletter, and several parts of the 
meeting are reported in other articles in 
this newsletter, such as the work of the 
Executive Council and Research Foun-
dation, and the NARBA Distinguished 
Service Award. (2010 members: Renew 
now!)

But it is hard to report the spirited 
discussions and conversations that hap-
pened at the ends of sessions, over meals, 
in the halls, and in the evening hospital-
ity room – a new feature of this year’s 
conference that joins the “Dutch Treat 

Ottawa
Farms Tour
Ottawa Farms, fea-
tured on the confer-
ence tour, is just a 
few miles outside 
of Savannah. It sells 
PYO strawberries, 
blackberries, blueber-
ries, and vegetables, 
and offers a on-farm 
market, agritourism 
activities. and school 
tours – at right the 
group is gathered in 
the school tour classroom shed A third-
generation farmer of this land, now in his 
70s, owner Pete Waller is always trying 
new ideas. Last year, they started selling 
hormone- and antibiotic-free ground beef 
from their own cattle at the farm, and had 
their first corn maze. Though they’ve been 
raising strawberries for ten years, black-
berries are a recent addition, and 2010 
was their first harvest year. Asked what he 
learned as a novice blackberry producer, 
Pete responded, “That I should have 
planted them ten years ago.” 

The planting shown above is Navajo 
and Ouachita varieties. Pete chose to use 
white plastic mulch for the blackberries, 
because he figured it wouldn’t be so hot 

during harvest. He plans to leave it there 
for weed control as long as it lasts. The 
green V-trellises were built on the farm 
of T-posts with welded rebar crosspieces. 
Explains Pete, “We’ll have posts at the 
ends of the rows with high tensile wire 
running through the top of each T-post 
– there is a one-inch nut for the wire 
welded to each post. Then we’ll run bal-
ing twine along the crosspieces. We’ll be 
able to just cut down the twine when it is 
pruning time, and then put up new twine 
for the next year. 

Plans for the farm include planting 
pomegranates and raising high tunnel 
strawberries. “We add on a little bit every 
year,” says Pete Waller. t
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Briefly Speaking...
Welcome to 2011! What a great start to the new year, our conference in Savannah!  
I want to thank all of the sponsors of our annual meeting for their support. I can’t 
thank Debby Wechsler enough for her efforts this past year and for putting together a 
world-class conference. I welcome our many new members, and I hope you won’t be 
shy about getting involved in NARBA. I encourage all members to let me know what I 
can do to help you and this organization. We have three new members joining our ex-
ecutive board: Marie-France Chevrefils, Fred Koenigshof, and José Luis Bustamante. 
I am excited about the diversity and energy they will bring to our organization. Your 
executive board members have worked hard in 2010, and I look forward to working 
with them in 2011.          

2010 has been another year filled with challenges, but what year isn’t if you are a 
raspberry or blackberry grower? Most of you who know me realize that I tend to be 
very optimistic and always look for positive solutions. I enjoy grower meetings be-
cause participants are seeking positive resolutions to their issues. Meeting participants 
in Savannah were exposed to a wide variety of topics that will help improve their 
growing and marketing plans. I’m excited that there is so much opportunity for our 
members to grow new and more profitable markets.

I am pleased with the progress of our blackberry research and promotion activi-
ties (see page 6). The R&P Working Group should be commended for putting together 
such a great initial R&P proposal. Our first survey results from Savannah indicate a 
large majority accept the proposed plan, a real testament to their thoughtfulness. I at-
tended the Working Group’s meeting in Raleigh in October and am thankful for the 
attendees’ frank and open discussion. It became evident that this effort will greatly 
benefit blackberry growers. Avocado and blueberry R&P programs are examples of 
what these can do to increase demand and grower profitability. 

We are beginning discussions on having our 2012 annual meeting in Sandusky, 
Ohio, in conjunction with the Ohio Produce Growers and Marketers Association. 
While it is in the North and subject to snow, the two-acre indoor Water Park at the 
Kalahari Resort isn’t a bad place to relax after a long day of meetings. We are also 
looking at Portland, Oregon for 2013, in conjunction with the Northwest Agricultural 
Show. We’ll keep you posted.

Wishing everyone the berry best season in 2011!
Nate Nourse, NARBA President

The BRAMBLE is a quarterly publica-
tion of the North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Association (NARBA), 
formerly the North American Bramble 
Growers Association (NABGA), and is 
a benefit of membership in the associa-
tion. For sample copy, reprint permision, 
membership information, and advertising 
rates, contact 

NARBA
1138 Rock Rest Road
Pittsboro, NC 27312
Phone: 919-542-4037
Fax: 866-511-6660 (toll-free)
E-mail: info@raspberryblackberry.com
Web: www.raspberryblackberry.com
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information, email daniel_shires@ncsu.
edu or call 704-482-4365.

April 2 – Growing Berries in Tunnels 
and Greenhouses, 8:30-Noon, Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Office, Canan-
daigua NY. $15/person, For more infor-
mation, contact Nancy Anderson at 585-
394-3977 x427 or nea8@cornell.edu.

April 6-8 – Global Berry Congress, in 
Monterey, CA. International meeting of 
berry marketers and others. For more in-
formation, visit www.berrycongress.com.

June 22-26 – 10th International Rubus 
and Ribes Symposium, Zlatibor, Ser-
bia. For more information contact: Prof. 
Dr. Mihailo Nikolic, Faculty of Agri-
culture, University of Belgr, Belgrade, 
Serbia. Phone: (381) 63 801 99 23. Or 

E V E N T S
January 24 – Annual Caneberry Meet-
ing, University of California Cooperative 
Extension,1432 Freedom Blvd., Watson-
ville, CA. For program details visit http://
ucanr.org/blogs/strawberries_caneberries/

January 26 – Oregon Horticultural 
Society Annual Conference Caneberry 
Session, 8 am-noon, Portland Expo Cen-
ter, in conjunction with the Northwest Ag 
Show (Jan 25-27). For more information, 
visit www.nwagshow.com.

February 8-11 – NASGA Annual Con-
ference and North American Straw-
berry Symposium, in Tampa, FL. For 
more information, email North Ameri-
can Strawberry Growers Association at 
info@nasga.org or visit www.nasga.org.

February 22 – NC Commercial Black-
berry & Raspberry Growers Asso-
ciation Meeting, Mills River Research 
Station in Mills River, NC. For more 

contact Brankica Tanovic, Pesticide & 
Environment Research Inst., Belgrade, 
Serbia. Phone: (381) 11-31-61-773.

June 27-29 – Berry Health Benefits 
Symposium, Westlake Village, CA, 
sponsored by the National Berry Crops 
Initiative, of which NARBA is a mem-
ber. Visit www.berryhealth.org for more 
information.

July 22-23 – Oregon Berry Festival, in 
Portland, OR. Sponsored by the Oregon 
Raspberry & Blackberry Commis-
sion. For more information, contact Cat 
 McKenzie at 541-456-2264 or catmc@
peak.org. 
Contact NARBA to have bramble-related 
events included here and posted on our 
web calendar.
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Research Foundation 
Makes 2011 Grants 
The Research Committee of the North 
American Bramble Growers Research 
Foundation met on January 5 to review 
proposals for 2011 funding. The Founda-
tion received 10 proposals, with a total of 
$35,446 requested. The Research Com-
mittee recommended the seven projects 
below for funding, totalling $22,447; this 
recommendation was approved by the 
 NABGRF Board of Trustees. Matching 
funds from the IR4 Program are being 
sought for several of the projects. 

Determining Infection Timing of 
Foliar and Cane Diseases in Raspber-
ries (continuing funding, second year) 
– Annemiek Schilder, Michigan State 
University, for $5,847.

Alternative Tactics to Prevent 
Bramble Damage by Borers (continuing 
funding, second year) – Donn T. Johnson, 
University of Arkansas, for $5,000.

Vegetation-Free Strip Width in 
Young and Established Blackberry – 
Katie Jennings, NC State University, for 
$2,700.

Variability and Host Range of 
Blackberry Chlorotic Ring Spot Virus 
– Mohamed Hassan and Ioannis Tzaneta-
kis, University of Arkansas, for $2,000.

Evaluation of Herbicides for 
Preemergent Weed Control in Black-
berry Fields – Mark A. Czarnota, Uni-
versity of Georgia, for $3,000.

Developing the Genomic Infra-
structure for Breeding Improved Black 
Raspberries – Chad Finn, USDA-ARS 
Corvallis, for $1,500. This supports a 
larger SCRI proposal. Funds are con-
tingent on the federal proposal being 
funded.

Screening of Raspberry Fruit for 
Carotenoids: Impact on Flavor and 
Color – Penelope Perkins-Veazie, Gina 
Fernandez, NC State University, for 
$2,400.

The Research Committee consists of 
nine members, chosen from across differ-
ent regions and sectors of the caneberry 
industry They serve three-year terms. At 
this meeting René Gelder (Ellis Fam-
ily Farms, Benton Harbor, MI) and 
Reza Rafie (Virginia State University, 
Petersburg, VA) joined the committee 

as new members, and Chrislyn Particka 
of Sakuma Brothers (WA) and Lynn 
Moore of Larriland Farm (MD) stepped 
off. The other members of the commit-
tee are Richard Lynn, Sand Hill Berries, 
Mt. Pleasant, PA; Fred Cook, Driscoll’s; 
Watsonville, CA; Tom Peerbolt, Peer-
bolt Crop Management, Portland, OR; 
Dean Henry, Berry Patch Farm, Nevada, 
IA; Kim Lewers, USDA-ARS, Belts-
ville, MD; Eric Pond, Riverbend Organic 
Farms, Jefferson, OR; and Bruce Smith, 
High Hopes Farms, Westmoreland, NH. 
For more information about the Founda-
tion, visit www.raspberryblackberry.com 
or contact the NARBA office.t

Funding Research
The North American Bramble Grow-
ers Research Foundation is a chari-
table foundation started by NARBA 
(NABGA at the time) and closely 
allied with the membership associa-
tion. Funds for the Foundation come 
from several sources. One is the dues 
of NARBA members: 25% of all 
grower dues go to the Foundation. For 
2010, this totaled $2905. Another is 
donations by individual members, and 
we thank the following members for 
their recent donations: Larriland Farm 
(Guy, Lynn, Fenby Moore); Agriberry 
(Ann Geyer); and Berryhaven Farm 
(Henry & Penny Mutz).

By far the greatest source of fund-
ing for the Foundation is our Nurs-
ery Contribution Program, started in 
2007. We thank the following The 
following nurseries have contributed a 
contribution to the NABGRF Nursery 
Contribution program based on their 
plant sales in 2010. If you purchase 
plants from one of these nurseries, 
please thank them for their support! 

• Nourse Farms
• Indiana Berry & Plant Co.
•  Norcal Nursery
• Doyle’s Thornless Blackberry
• Plants Unlimited

NARBA encourages all raspberry/
blackberry nurseries to support re-
search through contributing to the 
Foundation. For more information, 
contact NARBA.

New NARBA Executive 
Council Members
NARBA’s annual meeting was held 
on January 6 during our conference in 
Savannah. At that meeting, members 
elected two new Executive Council (EC)
members, Fred Koenigshof, representing 
Region 3 (MI, NJ, NY, PA and Europe) 
and Marie-France Chevrefils, represent-
ing Region 1 (Canada). Two incumbent 
EC members, John Duval (Region 5) 
and Wayne Mitchem (Region 7) were 
re-elected to a second term. NARBA 
president Nate Nourse also thanked 
the two EC members present who were 
retiring from the Council after four years 
(two terms) of thoughtful and committed 
service, Susan Lynn, from Pennsylvania, 
and Henry Mutz, from British Columbia.

One additional seat on the EC not 
filled during the annual meeting, was 
the At-Large seat held by Mark Bolda, 
UC Extension, Watsonville. Mark, who 
also leaves the Board after two terms on 
the board, was a lead organizer of last 
year’s conference. For this seat, NARBA 
president Nate Nourse has appointed José 
Luis Bustamante of Zamora, Mexico. 

Below are short introductions for 
each of the three new EC members. Con-
tact information for all EC members is on 
the back page of the newsletter. Feel free 
to get in touch with  any EC member, 
especially the person representing your 
region, with your concerns or suggestions 
for NARBA.

Marie-France Chevrefils has worked 
since 2007 for Fraisebec in Ste-Anne-
des-Plaines, Quebec. Fraisbec has 160 
acres of berries, including 20 acres of 
primocane raspberries, part of it under 
high-tunnels. She is production manager, 
in charge of irrigation, fertilization, and 
pest control, and takes care of the differ-
ent research projects to improve crop-
ping efficiency. Previously she worked 10 
years in the fertilizer industry for green-
houses, nurseries and strawberries.

Fred Koenigshof was born and raised 
on his farm in Coloma, MI, and has 
farmed all his life. K & K Farm raises 
raspberries, pumpkins, and a variety of 
tree fruits, selling on-farm, at farmers 
markets, and wholesale. He serves on his 
local planning board and is past-president 
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Winter Bramble 
Chores
This list was developed by 

Dr. Gina Fernandez, Small Fruit Special-
ist at NC State University and reviewed 
by Dr. Marvin Pritts at Cornell. Chores 
and timing may be somewhat different in 
your area or for your cropping system. 
For recommendations for the Pacific 
Northwest, we encourage you to sub-
scribe to the email “Small Fruit Update” 
by emailing info@peerbolt.com.

Plant growth and development
q Plant is “dormant” and accumulating 

chilling hours.
q Some differentiation may be occurring 

in the flower buds.

Pruning and trellising
q Pruning should occur in late winter 

or early spring. Ice storms can do tre-
mendous damage to plants and trellis 
systems. If you produce blackberries 
in areas where ice storms are common, 
pruning can take place early winter to 
help avoid severe damage. Wait until 
early spring to prune floricane rasp-
berries so winter injured wood can be 
removed.

q Make trellis repairs after plants have 
defoliated but before pruning and 
training.

Primocane fruiting raspberries

q Prune (mow) primocane fruiting types 
to the ground 
Floricane-fruiting raspberries
q prune out the spent floricanes 
q tie canes to wires so they are spread out
q cut any lateral branches back to 6”
q thin canes to 6–8 / hill (3’ spacing) or 

3-4 canes per linear ft. of row

Erect blackberry types
q prune out the spent floricanes 
q tie canes to wires in a fan shape

Marvin Pritts Receives 
NARBA Distinguished 
Service Award
During the NARBA Annual Meeting, 
NARBA was pleased to award its Dis-
tinguished Service Award to Dr. Marvin 
Pritts of Cornell University. He has made 
a difference to many, many growers. 
and his dedication to serving the berry 
industry is extraordinary. He has been a 
presenter at many NARBA conferences – 
including this one, where he was one of 
the leaders of the Raspberry & Blackber-
ryFundamentals workshop and a major 
presenter in the “Dirt Track” sessions the 
following day. He has been involved in 
NARBA since its early days and has been 
a member since 1989. Below is most 
of the text of NARBA President Nate 
Nourse’s presentation of the award: 

Here at our annual conference we 
have many professors, extension special-
ists, and growers learning and working 
together for the good of the bramble 
industry. Some of these people have 
dual roles, such as extension specialists 
who also farm. Or Marvin Pritts, who is 
the department head of Horticulture at 
Cornell, still teaches students and master 
gardeners, and is an extension special-
ist. Allison, his wife, says he’s a great 
consultant for her farm. It’s people like 
Marvin who inspire me to try to make 
improvements every year to produce a 
better crop. He also inspires me to be a 
better consultant and help growers pro-
duce a better crop and be more profitable. 
It is interesting to watch people like Mar-
vin, who attentively listen to growers and 
use their wealth of knowledge to offer a 
solution to their problems. In the event 
there is no solution, they might submit a 
research proposal to address the problem. 
This unselfish dedication to helping oth-
ers. Listening to crazy ideas, then helping 
people to realize their goals.

While I’ve been picking on Marvin, 
it has not been by accident. The NARBA 
Executive Council ard has chosen him to 
receive its 2011 Distinguished Service 
Award.

I am amazed by the amount of work 
he has accomplished, and the commit-
tees and boards he sits on while raising a 
daughter who is now a senior and a son 

who is a freshman in high school.
Marvin received his doctorate in hor-

ticulture from Michigan State. He started 
at Cornell in 1984 and became a full Pro-
fessor in 1996.

His own words, in in his online bio, 
best describe this great man and what he 
stands for better than anything I could 
come up with: 

“My goal as a professor with a teach-
ing, extension and research appointment 
is to seamlessly integrate these three 
activities into one program that is schol-
arly, credible, and relevant to the multiple 
audiences that benefit from my program. 
I attempt to identify, develop, and test 
production and pest management systems 
involving berry crops for their practical-
ity, economic viability, and environmen-
tal impact. I believe that the land-grant 
university has an obligation to develop 
research priorities, at least in part, in 
response to client needs. Furthermore, 
I believe that we have a responsibility 
to help educate all citizens about issues 
that affect their lives. In my case, this 
education involves issues of food choice, 
sustainability, food safety, and food qual-
ity. One of my professional objectives is 
to be a credible resource on these broader 
issues, in addition to developing a high 
level of expertise in berry crops. 

“One of my goals is to be a good 
communicator with many different audi-
ences. I intentionally seek out audiences 

Marvin Pritts in his element, talking 
to growers, at a high tunnel meeting in 
Ithaca, NY in 2006. Photo by Cathy He-
idenreich

that range in age from preschool to adult, 
and range in expertise from novice to 
professional. I also strive to be broadly 
informed about the many issues that af-
fect the food system so I can be a useful 
resource.”

While many might say mission ac-
complished, I’m sure Marvin has more to 
do. Congratulations! t
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World Famous Doyle’s Thornless Blackberry
Look what you can get from one plant

DOYLE’S THORNLESS BLACKBERRY INC.
1600 Bedford Road • Washington, IN 47501
Tom Doyle 812-254-2654 fax 812-254-2655

tomdoyle@fruitsandberries.com
www.fruitsandberries.com

THOMAS E. DOYLE
(6/26/1900–1/13/01)

Totally thornless and does not sucker
Yields 10–20 gallons per plant!
Proven producer since 1975!
Grows from Alaska to Florida

ALL 50 states
Just one Doyle Thornless Blackberry yields 

more than 30 ordinary plants!
Large, Sweet, Juicy Berries—sooo good!

Adapts to patios and 
small yard – 
a big plus.

No other blackberry compares to the Doyle!
Great for commercial growers.

$5.00 at the market or
50¢ from your backyard!

q If possible, remove any wild brambles 
by the roots that are within 600 ft of 
your planting during the winter, or treat 
them with glyphosphate in autumn.

q Apply liquid lime sulfur to dormant 
canes, just prior to bud break, for dis-
ease control.

Planting
q Growers in warmer areas can plant 

in December. In northern areas, set 
dormant plants in spring when the soil 
thaws.

q Take soil tests to determine fertility 
needs one year before planting. Amend 
the soil in the fall prior to spring planting. 

q Prepare list of cultivars for next year’s 
new plantings. A commercial small 
fruit nursery list can be found at at 
www.smallfruit.org or www.hort.
cornell.edu/nursery. 

Water management
q Make repairs to irrigation system 

(check pumps, lines, etc).
q Plants generally do not need supple-

mental water in winter.

Marketing and miscellaneous
q Order containers for next season.

q Make contacts for selling fruit next 
season.

q Attend grower meetings.
 

q cut lateral branches back to 8-12”
q thin canes to 6-8 canes/hill (4’ spacing)

Trailing blackberry types

q prune out spent floricanes

q tie or weave canes to wire so that they 
do not overlap

q prune side laterals to 12-18”

q thin canes to 6-8/ hill (6-8’ spacing

Weed control 
q Many summer weed problems can best 

be managed in the fall and winter us-
ing preemergent herbicides. Determine 
what weeds have been or could be a 
problem in your area. Check with local 
extension agent for cultural or chemi-
cal means to control these weeds. 

q Establishing new blackberry or black 
raspberry plants into rows of black 
plastic or landscape cloth can reduce 
weed problems significantly. For red 
raspberries, straw mulch works best 
since new canes will emerge within the 
row, and must be able to push through 
the mulch.

Insect and disease scouting
q Scout fields for insect and disease 

damage and remove those canes. 

FOR NEW MEMBERS   
Welcome to the many new members 
who joined recently, most via registra-
tions at the conference! We’re in the 
process of adding you to our lists. If 
you don’t receive an E-Forum wel-
come email and information about 
accessing the “Members Only” section 
of our website, email  info@raspberry-
blackerry.com – things were a bit 
hectic at the turn of the year and con-
ference and this may fall through the 
cracks for a few members. 

MEMBERShip RENEWalS
Thank you to all 2010 members who 
have already renewed! For those who 
have not yet done so, a form is in-
cluded with this newsletter. Once we 
receive your renewal,we’ll send you 
the 2011 Conference Proceedings, 
which are a benefit of membership. 
If you think our records are in error, 
please contact the  NARBA office. 
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Proposal for Blackberry 
Research & Promotion 
Program Developed
In the spring of 2010, NARBA began 
work on developing a proposal for a 
Research and Promotion Program (R&P) 
for blackberries. A Research and Pro-
motion program is a national program 
created by a fruit or vegetable industry to 
support research and promotion to benefit 
that commodity. Authorized by federal 
legislation, these programs are entirely 
funded by industry assessments. On of 
the key features of an R&P program is 
that it assesses both imports and domes-
tic production – imported blackberries 
currently make up more than 70% of 
fresh market blackberries sold in the U.S.

NARBA’s role in this effort has been 
as initial funder and catalyst for the pro-
cess. We hired a consultant, Tom Krug-
man and developed a Working Group 
for the project, composed of leaders in 
the blackberry industry from across the 
country, both growers and marketers. 
NARBA also developed a web page and 
a fact sheet for the project (shared with 
members in the Summer 2010 issue of 
The Bramble).

 In October of 2010, the Working 
Group, met for a day and a half in Ra-
leigh, NC, to work out the details of a 
draft proposal. Key points of the proposal 
are summarized below. 

Key Features of the Draft Proposal
• Only fresh-market blackberries are 
included in the proposal at this time. Pro-
cessing berries could also be included.
• 30,000 lbs/year of fresh-market black-
berries for domestic sale is proposed as 
the threshold at which for domestic pro-
ducers would be included in and assessed 
by this program – and able to vote in the 
referendum. 
• All imports would be assessed. There 

• The proposed Council is composed of 
13 members, each serving 3-year terms:

5 grower members, one from each of 
the five leading fresh blackberry pro-
ducing states
2 additional grower members, one East-
ern and one Western
1 at-large member, who could be a 
grower, researcher, consumer represen-
tative, or other
3 blackberry importers
2 foreign producers 

• The proposed assessment rate is $.01/
lb (a penny per pound). It is estimated 
that at current production levels, this 
would raise between $1.25 million and 
1.5 million annually. 

Feedback on the Proposal
The Working Group now seeks com-
ments and suggestions from stakehold-
ers in the blackberry industry, especially 
U.S. producers, on this draft proposal. 
The proposal was presented at a session 
of the NARBA conference in Savannah 
on January 7, with some good discussion, 
and will also be discussed at other meet-
ings around the country this winter. Some 
of the questions the Working Group is 
asking are:

Would you vote for this proposal as it 
now stands?  

If not, what changes would be neces-
sary for it to gain your support?

What other suggestions do you have?
Should processing berries be included 

in the program? 
Should marketers/first handlers also 

be assessed, and if so, at what rate?
What are the highest priority uses of 

funds that the program would raise?
For more information on the proposal 

and the Working Group, visit the R&P 
section of www.raspberryblackberry.com 
or email info@raspberryblackberry.com.

ShaRE YOUR ThOUGhTS 
ON ThiS pROpOSal!
The Working Group needs to know 
if there is broad support for this 
proposal before proceeding, and 
seeks comments and suggestions 
to improve this draft. if you are a 
stakeholder in the blackberry 
industry – for example, a grower, 
marketer, importer, processor, or 
nursery – please fill out the R&P 
questionnaire included with this 
newsletter. If you are not, or have 
already filled it out, please pass it 
on to another blackberry grower or 
other stakeholder. 

You can request copies of the 
questionnaire or fact sheet from the 
NARBA office for yourself or others. 
For online survey version and print-
able pdf of the questionnaire, visit 
www.raspberryblackberry.com/black-
berryRandP/. Or, simply contact any 
R&P Working Group member (listed 
on the website) or the NARBA office 
with comments and suggestions. 
Please respond by February 24.  

If you would like to help pres-
ent this proposal to others or are 
interested in serving on the Working 
Group, contact the NARBA office.

is no minimum threshold. All persons or 
entities importing any quantity of fresh-
market blackberries into the U.S. would 
also vote in the referendum.
• In the referendum: each eligible do-
mestic producer and importer of black-
berries is entitled to cast one ballot. (For-
eign producers do not vote.) The Working 
Group has proposed that the referendum 
must be approved both by at least 51% of 
producers and importers, representing at 
least 65% of production. 
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Continued on page 9

Red Cell, Red Drupelet, 
Color Reversion 
What’s happening to those 
packaged blackberries?
By Penelope Perkins-Veazie, NCSU, and 
John R. Clark, University of Arkansas

It’s a problem that is becoming more 
critical as commercial production in-
creases: You have a beautiful, fully black 
pack of blackberries going into precool-
ing and truck loading. A day later, black 
fruits start sporting areas of bright red, 
sometimes a few spots, sometimes 30% 
of the fruit. This disorder manifests itself 
only after storage, and is different from 
heat damage, where the fruit can turn a 
brownish red if picked in the hot after-
noon then not promptly cooled (see pho-
tos), or from freeze injury, when more 
than 70% of the berry turns bright red af-
ter exposure to air too cold (less than 30º 
F) or close to a chilling unit, especially in 
a transport vehicle. 

 A blackberry is actually made up of 
many fruitlets, each with an individual 
seed. These fruitlets are called drupes 
or drupelets, and the reddening is on the 
drupelets themselves. When blackberries 
were a pretty new item on the shelf, con-
sumers and store managers were happy 
just to have fruit that weren’t moldy. 
Now, though, as competition increases, 
more and more costly repacking to elimi-
nate these red berries is being done by 
growers and shippers.

We first noticed this phenomenon 
back in 1992 at the USDA in Lane, OK 
when screening blackberry germplasm 
for suitable postharvest life. At the time, 
we were more concerned with mold, 

leak, and soft berries, and assumed the 
red drupelets might be from leaky spots. 
Over the next few years, we noticed this 
color reversion was appearing much more 
on some varieties than on others. For in-
stance, Shawnee and Choctaw might have 
as much as 30% of berries affected while 
Navaho and Arapaho rarely had over 5%. 
So, we started a series of experiments to 
look into this problem with thorny and 
thornless selections from the University 
of Arkansas. The first hypothesis was 
that the red drupelet would occur more 
often in thorny than thornless selections. 
Some five years and 50 selections later, it 
appeared there is no relation – thornless 
selections can also get this disorder. The 
harvest period (early, mid, late season), 
relative fruit maturity, relationship of 
leaky and/or soft berries, and storage 
temperatures were also considered. The 
results from these studies: germplasm 
was the main player, early fruit were 
more likely to show red drupelet, shiny 
black would have a higher percentage red 
drupelet than dull black fruit, and holding 
fruit at 41º to 50º F would slightly reduce 
incidence of red drupelet compared to 
fruit stored at 35º F. The number of leaky 
or soft berries was not correlated with in-
cidence of red drupelet. Berries collected 
for this work were grown in Oklahoma 
and Arkansas, and occasionally rainfall 
occurred during the harvest period.

The next step was to go from trying 
to associate gross differences with more 
targeted differences. We determined 
the amount of total anthocyanin among 
varieties, thinking that those with more 
red drupelet might have less total pig-
ment. This turned out not to be true; in 
fact, some varieties such as Arapaho that 
have almost no red drupelet tended to 
have less anthocyanin than those with a 

high incidence, like Shawnee. In an-
other study, the acidity of the individual 
drupelets (pH) was measured using micro 
electrodes. Red drupelet was induced by 
exposing berries to very cold tempera-
tures (25º F) for 15 minutes in Shawnee 
and Navaho berries, and the pH measured 
on individual black and red drupelets. 
The pH of the red drupelets was about 
3.04 while black drupelets were 3.41. An-
thocyanin, the major pigment of black-
berries, will show visible color shifts 
with changing pH. The classic example 
used is that of red cabbage juice, where 
a red color is made at acid pH (<7) and a 
blue color at basic pH (>7). The prob-
lem is, no one has determined what the 
pigment of blackberry fruit will do in a 
narrow range of pH shifts (between 3 and 
3.5, for instance). Another possibility was 
that the two specific pigments making 
up total anthocyanin could be increasing 
or decreasing, causing a color change. 
We dissected the red drupelets from the 
black. Dr. Luke Howard at the University 
of Arkansas found that the pigments were 
the same in the red and black drupelets 
(cyanidin-3-glucoside), but the red had 
only half as much pigment as the black. 

So, the pigments stay the same, but 
are they leaking away? Is the red being 
caused by vacuole disruption (anthocya-
nin is contained here), and contact of the 
pigment crystals with acid? Is the leak 
caused by a weak point of attachment of 
drupelets to the cortex (receptacle), or by 
some sort of insect damage or pathogen? 

My technician often observed that the 
classic red drupelets appeared swollen 
compared to normal drupelets. Some-

Red drupelet on stored blackberries. 

Heat damage of blackberries.Rain damage.
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USE in areas where SWD is established to determine the geographic 
distribution, infested crops, reservoir hosts, timing of emergence, and 
seasonal occurrence of the pest.  Mass trapping is a possibility, e.g. for 
organic producers, or to augment post-harvest clean-up, but has not yet 
been investigated.  In areas where SWD has not been found, Contech’s 
SWD trap can be used to locate previously unknown infestations and 
to detect new introductions.  Traps should be used in accordance with 
information and advice provided by local government or university 
extension personnel, or pest management consultants.

LURES must be made up by the user.  �ree liquid lures (all 50 mL) that 
have been used e�ectively in this trap are: 1) apple cider vinegar; 2) yeast 
(0.95 g), sugar (1.9 g) and water; and 3) apple juice with 0.1 g of yeast 
(the best lure in our experiments).

FOR QUESTIONS OR TO PLACE AN ORDER 
1-800-767-8658 
Bruce Thomson (Ex 308) 
bruce.thomson@contech-inc.com 
Ervin Kovacs (Ex 317) 
ervin.kovacs@contech-inc.com.

For information about other Contech products, 
please see our website, www.contech-inc.com.  

attracted away 
from the entry  
ports by the liquid 
lure and by light 
shining through the 
trap wall.

Easy to hang by threading a 
knotted twist tie (provided 
with each trap) through a hole 
in the lid, and then securing to 
a branch.

Captured males with wing spots can be 
seen without removing the trap by un-
screwing the jar, observing the contents, 
and then screwing it back on the lid.  For 

-
ily poured out of the trap.

Sturdy, easy to 
clean and re-usable.  
Minimizes labor 
and expense. 
 

Flies enter either end of a 
cylinder spanning the width 
of the trap  and then enter the 
interior chamber of the trap 
through the cut-out portion of 
the cylinder.  

Red label ensures 
maximal visual 
attraction.

Spotted Wing Drosophila Trap

*As demonstrated by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada,  British Columbia 
Ministry of Agriculture, and Contech entomologists.

indicator of SWD presence.*

Male 
Drosophila suzukii 
(SWD)

Box of 12 Traps - $33 ($2.75/trap)
4 or more boxes - $30 ($2.50/trap)

Cylinder spanning width 
of trap with cutout.
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times one can see these swollen drupelets 
on berries going into storage. However, 
they don’t necessarily turn red. So, gen-
erally the red drupelets are going to be 
swollen, but something else is happen-
ing to trigger the reddening. Is it possible 
that the swollen drupelets are sensitive to 
chill injury, more than the non-swollen 
drupelets, and membrane leakage occurs 
with exposure to low temperatures? Or, 
are we inadvertently bruising blackberry 
fruit (with susceptible varieties having a 
tendency to have more uneven drupelet 
sizes, and larger drupelets are damaged), 
and it is later expressed as red drupelet?

How to prevent this disorder from 
happening? The long term answer is 
screening of germplasm to see how se-
vere this tendency can be. Several breed-
ers now incorporate this evaluation in 
their postharvest testing. The best answer 
(scientifically) is to figure out what the 

Red Cell, Red Drupelet, 
Color Reversion
Continued from page 7

PLATINUM LEVEL 
SunnyRidge Farms 

Sun Belle
Naturipe Farms
Norcal Nursery

North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Conference 

Thank you to our sponsors!

SILVER LEVEL
Southern Region Small Fruit Consortium

Nourse Farm

GOLD LEVEL

Giumarra/VBM International Berry 
North American Plants

International Paper Company

BRONZE LEVEL

NC Commercial Blackberry & Raspberry Growers Association
Reiter Affiliated Companies

Trellis Growing Systems
Berries Unlimited

Daisy Farms

mechanisms might be for this disorder, 
and even to make sure it is truly a disor-
der and not an overlooked pathogen or 
insect problem. Certainly manipulation 
of temperatures appears to have some ef-
fect. This is the one and only case where 
storing blackberries warmer can help a 
problem. Of course, breaking the cold 
chain causes other problems, like acceler-
ated softening and growth of mold. And, 
adding another layer to all this, it’s still 
not clear if rainfall, irrigation, and relative 
heat load affect incidence. Certainly in 
some production areas, varieties with ten-
dency to color reversion will have more 
incidence than the same varieties grown 
in other areas. The best advice we have 
right now is this: try to use varieties that 
score low in color reversion; protect the 
top layer of fruit in a pallet from direct 
exposure to forced air cooling (use a sheet 
of cardboard or foam on top); and care-
fully monitor the cooling inside reefers to 
avoid cold spots as well as warm spots. t

For more information email penelope 
_perkins@ncsu.edu.

Dinner” as an opportunity for informal 
discussions. It’s hard to convey the high 
quality of the presentations, the energy of 
Mary Ann Lila’s talk about berry health 
benefits at the annual meeting luncheon, 
and how so many non-NARBA and non-
berry people at the Savannah show clear-
ly had become more aware of NARBA 
and caneberries because of our meeting. 

Many thanks especially to tour hosts 
Pete Waller and Rita Douglas for spon-
soring lunch on the tour. Thanks also to 
Absalom Shank for managing our audio-
visual needs (for three rooms at once), 
to tour leader David Linvill, to all our 
speakers, moderators, and sponsors, and 
to the planning committee for the confer-
ence. 

Next year, though much is still to 
be resolved, NARBA hopes to have its 
conference in association with the Ohio 
Produce Growers and Marketers meeting 
in mid-January in northern Ohio. Watch 
The Bramble for more details!

Conference Report 
Continued from page one

FormTex plastics
plastic packaging Solutions for the 
produce industry
Complete line of stock and custom 
produce clamshells and trays
 Stock Clamshells and Trays that are really in stock
 Complete Line of Recyclable Products
 Latest in Traceability Solutions
 Real-time Inventory Management 
 Unrivaled New Product Design and Prototyping       
    Capabilities
 Credit Cards accepted

For more information please call David Grice at 
extension 120 or email at d.grice@formtex.com

FormTex plastics Corporation
6817 Wynnwood Lane Houston, Texas 77008   

713 864-7300   800 669-5639   Fax 713 864-7396
Website: www.FormTex.com

    Email: Service@FormTex.com
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Brown Marmorated Stink Bug

New Pests Update
Concerns about two new invasive fruit 
pests, Brown Marmorated Stinkbug 
(BMSB) and Spotted Wing Drosophila 
(SWD), continue to rise as reports of 
their presence and damage to fruit crops 
in additional states are being confirmed. 

SWD made its first appearance on the 
West Coast in 2008 and then appeared in 
Florida in 2009. This pest is now estab-
lished in the western United States, dam-
aging fruit in California and the Pacific 
Northwest. 

This fall, a SWD monitoring project 
coordinated by NCSU extension special-
ist Hannah Burrack detected SWD in 13 
counties in North Carolina and South 
Carolina. 

In late October, Michigan State Un-
iersity reported that Spotted Wing Droso-
phila had been found in traps deployed  
MSU entomologists in southwestern 
Michigan. 

In July, the New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation 
approved a FIFRA 2(ee) Recommenda-
tion for the use of Entrust (EPA Reg. No. 
62719-282) on July 26, 2010 for suppres-

sion of the unlabeled pest Spotted Wing 
Drosophila on bushberries, caneberries, 
grape, pome fruit and stone fruit.

NYSDEC also approved a FIFRA 
2(ee) Recommendation for the use of 
Danitol 2.4 EC Spray (EPA Reg. No. 
59639-35) to control the unlabeled pest 
brown marmorated stink bug on bushber-
ries, cotton, cucurbit vegetables, head 
and stem brassica, fruiting vegetables, 
pea (succulent), grape, pome fruit, stone 
fruit, and strawberry.

Applicators must have a copy of the 
2ee label in their possession to make ap-
plications. Copies of the labels for these-
products may be retrieved at http://pims.
psur.cornell.edu/.

In mid-September, NARBA  member 
Robert Black, of Catoctin Orchards in 
Maryland, participated in a U.S. House 

of the Michigan State Horticultural Society. He was a speaker in 
several grower panels at this year’s conference. 

José Luis Bustamante is an agronomist by training and grew 
up in Mexico City. Since 2007 he has been General Farm Man-
ager/Commercial Director for Hortifruit Mexico, based in Zamo-
ra,  Michoacán. He is a member of the Blackberry R&P Working 
Group, representing AnEberries, an association of 17 Mexican 
berry exporters, and was a speaker at our conference in Savannah.

Other Executive Council News
At the January 5, 2011 meeting the Executive Council approved:
• continung NARBA’s contract with  Executive Secretary Debby 
Wechsler.
• helping the Research Foundation revise or rewrite its Bylaws.
• planning conferences in Ohio in 2012 and Oregon in 2013, and 
made chairing conference committee part of the the NARBA Vice 
President‘s responsiblities.
• supporting NARBA’s continuing involvement in developing a 
lackberry R&P proposal.
The EC reviewed the finaniaal report for 2010 and a tentative bud-
get for 2011, with the final budget to be determined after confer-
ence financial reports are complete. t

NARBA’s and NABGRF’s financial statements for 2010 are 
available on request from the NARBA office.

NARBA Executive Council
Continued from page 3  

Agriculture Committee briefing on 
BMSB. USDA Agriculture Research 
Service scientists, who recognize the 
seriousness of the BMSB challenge, 
are reviewing the infestation and what 
federal actions might ameliorate damage 
from this bug. 

A good video on BMSB  is at http://
growingproduce.com/gptv/?vid=217

North Carolina SWD info: at http://
ncsmallfruitsipm.blogspot.com/. 

MichiganSWD  information and rec-
ommendations: www.ipm.msu.edu/swd.
htm.

For more information on SWD: Or-
egon State University: http://ir.library. 
oregonstate.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/ 
1957/13090/em8991.pdf;jsessionid=3891 
Washington State University: http://ex-
tension.wsu.edu/swd

For more information on BMSB: Rut-
gers University: http://njaes.rutgers.edu/
stinkbug/identify.asp The Pennsylvania 
State University: http://ento.psu.edu/ex-
tension/factsheets/pdf/BrownMarmorat-
edStinkBug.pdf t

See also presentations by Hannah 
Burrack and Tracy Leskey on the 2011 
NARBA Conference Proceedings.
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haygrove.com   l   1-866-HAYGROVE   l   tunnelbuzz.com 

Quietly revolutionizing horticulture
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R E S E A R C H   R E P O R T 

Progress Report: Devel-
oping and Mapping Single 
Nucleotide Polymorphisms 
(SNPs) from the Red Rasp-
berry Genome Sequence
By Courtney Weber and Judson Ward, 
Cornell University
The objective of the project is to develop 
reliable sequence based DNA markers 
based on single nucleotide polymor-
phisms (SNPs or “snips”) between differ-
ent raspberry genotypes. These markers 
have utility in breeding new varieties, 
disease resistance screening and func-
tional genomics as well as other genetic 
studies in crop species. Potential SNPs 
markers have been identified throughout 
the red raspberry genome and specific 
primers developed for a subset of these 
SNPs to demonstrate their potential in 
genetic mapping of red raspberry. A set 
of reference SNP markers distributed 
throughout the raspberry genome is be-
ing developed. They will act as reference 
markers for other researchers to compare 
linkage maps and as a beginning towards 
more detailed mapping studies of specific 
areas of the genome associated with traits 
of interest such as disease resistance, 
fruit quality parameters and yield com-
ponents. The specific objectives of the 
project are listed below:

1. Analyze the complete raspberry 
genome sequence and transcriptome 
sequences from BYU and Cornell for po-
tential SNPs throughout the genome. 

2. Design specific primers for thirty-
five, approximately evenly spaced, SNPs 
(5 on each of the seven chromosomes/
linkage groups) for use as reference 
SNPs for the raspberry genome.  

3. Test and map the new markers on 
a population segregating for resistance 
to raspberry bushy dwarf virus that is 
currently being analyzed at Cornell for 
markers associated with resistance. 

Over the past year we have sequences 
significant portions of the genome of the 
red raspberry varieties Titan, Latham 
and Heritage. We sequenced the genomic 
DNA of the Heritage variety using two 
different sequencing techniques (Illu-
mina and 454) to a coverage depth of 

approximately 150 times. This sequence 
data is currently being assembled into a 
complete genome. In addition, we have 
sequenced the transcriptomes (the sum 
of expressed genes from a specific tissue 
at a specific time point) from the roots of 
the Latham and Titan varieties in order 
to study the genes expressed in the roots 
in response to attack by Phytophthora 
fragariae var. rubi. 

We compared the DNA sequence 
from the three genotypes to identify pos-
sible SNPs throughout the entire ge-
nome. Utilizing the transcriptome data 
from Titan and Latham ensures that the 
majority of these SNPs originated within 
actual genes making them very useful for 
future studies on gene action and genome 
structure. The initial comparison yielded 
137,167 potential SNPs between Titan 
and Heritage and 157,148 SNPs between 
Latham and Heritage. 

The Heritage genomic sequence was 
aligned to unpublished genome data 
from the strawberry Fragaria vesca. This 
provided a scaffold of the genome of 
raspberry so that markers could be placed 
relatively uniformly across the genome. 
We filtered the potential markers to iden-
tify a subset of the sequences with the 
highest probability for being true SNPs 
(as opposed to an artifact of sequencing) 
and spaced throughout the raspberry ge-
nome. This yielded 208 potential mark-
ers to be analyzed for primer design and 
marker testing.

The primary method for developing 
SNP markers into specific PCR based 
markers in this project is by using restric-
tion enzymes that recognize the specific 
sequence containing the SNP to cut the 
DNA fragment into two smaller pieces.

 These cleaved amplified polymorphic 
sequence (CAPS) markers can be visual-
ized on an agarose gel thus allowing the 
researcher to identify individuals contain-
ing the SNP sequence. This conversion of 
the SNP into a marker is very useful for 
use across different populations and ger-
mplasm sources because they are very se-
quence specific and co-dominant in nature 
thus providing data on heterozygosity.

Initially, we designed 50 primer sets 
for single or paired SNPs that also are 
located within a restriction site. The 50 
primer sets are being tested for amplifica-
tion and transference to the test popula-
tion WSU1499 x ‘Newburgh’. Once fully 
screened, the markers will be compared 
to data on resistance to raspberry bushy 
dwarf virus (RBDV) to further isolate the 
region of the genome where the resis-
tance gene is located. This process in on-
going and will be completed by the term 
date of the project, February 28, 2011. t

This project was one of six projects 
funded in 2010 by the North American 
Bramble Growers Research Foundation. 
For more information about this work 
contact Courtney Weber at caw34@
nysaes.cornell.edu. For more information 
about the Foundation, visit www.raspber-
ryblackberry.com.

Shape and size are two of the many ge-
netically determined characteristics of 
raspberries.

Developing resistance to Phytophthora 
root rot and other diseases can be aided 
by genomic data and molecular markers 
for marker-assisted selection in breeding 
programs.
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We Sell Micropropagated, 
Certified/Virus-Indexed 
Blackberry Plants
All Greenhouse Grown

 VaRiETiES  
Navaho* thornless 
Ouachita* thornless
Natchez* thornless 
Chester thornless
Kiowa* 
* Patented 

plants available 
for this spring!

Jones Farms
7094 honeysuckle lane, Bailey, NC 27807 
252-235-3248 home  252-399-9844 mobile

email: jonesfarmsnc@aol.com

R E S E A R C H   R E P O R T 

Blackberry Varieties for 
Tunnel Production in 
Northern Areas
By Eric Hanson (Horticulture), Rufus 
Isaacs (Entomology), and Annemiek 
Schilder (Plant Pathology), Michigan 
State University

The humid summers and cold winters 
in the Eastern U.S. make production of 
bramble fruits challenging. The quality 
of these fruits is particularly affected by 
rain and humidity that promote fungal 
diseases. From 2005 to 2009, we grew 
summer and fall fruiting raspberry variet-

ies under Haygrove 
high tunnels at the 
Southwest Michi-
gan Research and 
Extension Center 
(SWMREC) in 
southwest Michi-
gan and found that 
tunnels improved 
yields and berry 
quality sufficiently 
to pay back the cost 
of tunnels in two to 
three years. Tun-
nels also reduced 
Japanese beetle and 
potato leafhopper 
numbers and leaf 

Table 1. primocane fruiting blackberry yields and berry 
weights under high tunnels, Benton harbor, Mi.

Yield (kg/plot) Berry weight (g)
Variety 2009 2010 2009 2010
PrimeJim 1.3 1.5 5.3 4.7
PrimeJan 1.4 1.2 6.2 4.2
PrimeArk-45 0.7 1.3 8.7 6.5
AR-40 0.9 1.7 7.2 4.8
AR-41 0.8 1.2 7.4 5.1
AR-46 0.8 2.2 5.8 4.3

primocane fruiting blackberry yields, Benton harbor, Mi
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spot and anthracnose infections, while 
two spotted spider mites were more nu-
merous.

In this project, we studied tunnel pro-
duction of fall fruiting blackberries (2007 
planting of PrimeJan, PrimeJim, four se-
lections from the Arkansas breeding pro-
gram) and summer fruiting blackberries 
(Apache, Black Butte, Chester, Kiowa, 
Ouachita, Triple Crown) planted in 2008. 

Primocane-fruiting blackberries have 
yielded very poorly. Yields in 2009 and 
2010 (Table 1) were roughly equivalent 
to 1,000 to 3,000 lb per acre. As il-
lustrated in the figure below, there has 
been no period of concentrated produc-
tion. Berries ripened from early August 
through mid October. These primocane-
fruiting types fruit on the ends of canes 
and branches. In order to stimulate lateral 
branching, we have tipped the canes that 
reach heights of 2-3 feet in June, and 
left later growing canes alone. At the 
end of the season in October, up to half 
of individual canes and lateral branch 

ends had not 
yet produced 
ripe fruit. The 
disease crown 
gall is also 
present in these plants and likely contrib-
utes to the yields. We also observed that 
earlier opening flowers often did not set 
fruit, and suspect that hot tunnel temper-
atures in August may inhibit pollination 
and fruit set. Fruit quality of the primo-
cane-fruiting types has generally been 
good, though size has been modest.

Summer fruiting blackberries were 
planted in April, 2008. We received 
poor quality plants of some varieties. 
Plants of Triple Crown, however, were 
strong and these plots established well. 
In 2009, Triple Crown was the only type 
that yielded significant amounts of fruit 
(equivalent to about 5,000 lb/acre). All 
varieties had filled their space in 2010 
and yielded well. Triple Crown was again 
the most productive, followed by Chester 
and Ouachita. The largest fruited type 

Floricane-fruiting blackberry yield and 
berry weights under high tunnels, Benton 
harbor, Mi, 2010.
Variety Kg/plot lb/acre g/berry
Bl Butte 7.1 5,100 7.8
Bl Butte covered 5.2 3,700 9.4
Chester 22.7 16,300 4.6
Ouachita 16.0 11,500 6.9
Triple Crown 38.5 27,700 7.8

 

Floricane-fruiting blackberry yields, Benton Harbor, 2010.
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was Black Butte. Black Butte is a West 
Coast variety that is very susceptible to 
cold injury, but because canes trail along 
the ground rather than grow upright, 
we included this variety to test whether 
canes could be protected from cold by 
covering them with row cover during the 
winter. We did not learn whether covers 
protected canes during 2008-09 or 2009-
2010 winters because all plants (covered 
and not) were protected by snow during 
the coldest parts of the winter. t 

This project was one of six projects 
funded in 2008, 2009, and 2010 by the 
North American Bramble Growers Re-
search Foundation. For more information 
about this work contact Eric Hanson at 
at hansone@msu.edu. For more infor-
mation about the Foundation, visit www.
raspberryblackberry.com.

NARBA Affiliate Organizations at Work 
ries, when regularly consumed in realistic 
quantities, can be an effective part of 
weight management diets, can minimize 
inflammation (the source of many health 
problems), can suppress cancer cell 
formation, and can help scour cells of 
metabolic by-products that lead to declin-
ing brain function.  Research will con-
tinue, with articles authored by raspberry 
researchers beginning to be published in 
scientific journals for peer review.

Armed with this information, our 
challenge is to craft our message to capi-
talize on research findings without mak-
ing a health “claim”.  

From “Red Raspberries in the News” 
in the WRRC newsletter, Nov. 2010, by 
Tom Krugman, WRRC Marketing Direc-
tor.

Oregon Raspberry & Blackberry 
Commission: The ORRC recently re-
ceived its second USDA Specialty Crop 
Block Grant. In partnership withother 
Oregon berry organizations, ORBC will 
use the grant to put on a two-day Berry 
Festival in Portland, OR, July 22-23, with 
fun and educational activities for the 
whole family.

Another grant, the “Berry Boost 
for Schools,” has developed recipes for 
a berry sorbet and a berry syrup that 
schools can use. The products use no 
white surgar or high fructose corn syrup 
and have been a hit with everyone who 
has tasted them, including school food 
service personnel and children.A new 
“Schools” section of their website, www.
oregon-berries lists these and other food 
service recipes. t

Washington Red Raspberry Com-
mission: Beginning three years ago, 
the Commission launched an aggres-
sive health research program, seeking 
scientific justification for the “good for 
you” claims.  We identified researchers 
conducting studies with other berry crops 
and offered support to include raspber-
ries in their research on such subjects as 
cardiovascular health, diabetes, cogni-
tive function, arthritis, and cancer.  From 
these beginnings, we found other re-
searchers who believed that raspberries 
potentially had unique characteristics that 
while not the proverbial silver bullet did 
provide a potential benefit beyond what 
other berries could offer.

What our laboratory and animal re-
search has begun to show is that raspber-
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NARBA 2010 Officers 
and Executive Council 
President - Nate Nourse, Nourse Farms, 
41 River Rd., South Deerfield, MA 01373, 
413-665-2658, nnourse@noursefarms.com.

Vice President - Nathan Milburn, Milburn 
Orchards, 1495 Appleton Rd., Elkton, MD 
21921, 443-309-2077, nathan@milburnor-
chards.com.

Executive Secretary - Debby Wechsler, 
1138 Rock Rest Rd. Pittsboro, NC 27312, 
919-542-4037, fax 866-511-6660, info@
raspberryblackberry.com.

Research Committee Co-Chairs - 
Jeff Chandler, Sandhills Research Sta-
tion, 2148 Windblow Rd., Jackson Springs, 
NC 27251, 910-974-4673, jeff.chandler@
ncagr.gov and Gina Fernandez, NCSU 
Box 7609, Raleigh, NC 27695, 919-513-
7416, gina_fernandez@ncsu.edu.

Past President and Blackberry R&P 
Project chair – Ervin Lineberger, Kildeer 
Farm, 300 Goforth Rd. Kings Mountain, 
NC 28086, 704-460-6251, fruitgrower@
netzero.net.

Regional Representatives:

Region 1 (all of Canada) Marie-France 
Chevrefils, FraiseBec, 420 rang Lep-
age, Sainte-Anne-des-Plaines, QC J)N 
1H) Canada, 514-893-4131, marie-france.
chevrefils@sympatico.ca.

Region 2 (represents CT, NH, MA, ME, 

RI & VT) Nate Nourse, Nourse Farms, 
41 River Rd., South Deerfield, MA 01373, 
413-665-2658, nnourse@noursefarms.com.

Region 3 (Represents MI, NJ, NY, PA & 
Europe) Fred Koenigshof, K and K Farms, 
4050 Kerlikowske Rd., Coloma, MI 49038, 
269-208-6783, kandkfarms@sbcglobal.net.

Region 4 (represents DE, MD, OH & WV) 
Nathan Milburn, Milburn Orchards, 1495 
Appleton Rd., Elkton, MD 21921, 443-
309-2077, nathan@milburnorchards.com.

Region 5 (represents AL, GA, FL, LA, MS 
& TX). John Duval, SunnyRidge Farm, 1900 
5th St. NW, Winter Haven, FL 33885, 863-
207-2800, john.duval@sunnyridge.com.

Region 6 (represents AR, IA, IN, IL, KS, 
MN, MO, ND, OK, SD, NE & WI) Lee 
Matteson, The Berry Patch Farm, 62785 
280th St., Nevada, IA 50201, 515-290-
1409, leematteson@yahoo.com.

Region 7 (represents DC, KY, NC, SC, TN 
& VA) Wayne Mitchem, Mitchem’s Farm, 
400 Davids Chapel Church Rd., Vale, NC 
28168, 704-742-4369, mitchemsfarm@
bellsouth.net.

Region 8 (represents AK, AZ, CA, CO, ID, 
HA, MT, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY,  Mexico &
Central/South America) Randy  Honcoop,  
Randy Honcoop Farms, 9696 Northwood 
Rd., Lynden, WA 98264, 360-354-1155, 
ranhonfarm@peoplepc.com.

At-Large Representatives: 

José Luis Bustamante,  Dr. Alonso Marti-
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Available from NARBA
Proceedings of the North American 
Raspberry & Blackberry Conference, for 
2010 and 2011, on CD. Sent to members 
for that year; additional copies availalbe 
for $10/each, postage included; list of 
contents available on request. Proceed-
ings of other years, on paper, also avail-
able; contact NARBA for more info.

Raspberry & Blackberry Production 
Guide for the Northeast, Midwest, and 
Eastern Canada, NRAES Cooperative 
Extension. The best book available, no 
matter where you are – we’ve sold lots to 
growers in the South and West as well. 
Lots of color pictures, well organized, 
and full of good information. $35 to 
members, $40 to non-members, ship-
ping included (a few dollars more to ship 
to Canada or other non-U.S. addresses). 
Those prices are a discount below order-
ing direct from NRAES.

nez 620, Col. Jardinadas, Zamora Micho-
acán, C.P. 59680, México, +52 351 512 47 
66, cell +52 1 354 101 96 44, jlbustamante 
@hortifrutmx.com.

Andrew Maiman, Reiters Affiliated Com-
panies, 3932 Moores Lake Road, Dover, FL 
33527, 954-684-2736, Andrew.Maiman@
berry.net.


